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f o c u s
In regards to the 2019-2020 L’Acadien Yearbook: 

Our team developed the theme “Focus” with the 
initial intention to highlight each department’s 
educational goals and achievements for the academic 
school year. However, as the events of 2019/2020 
continue to unfold, our staff, like many others across 
the globe, have been propelled into a new today 
that has altered our focus from tangible successes 
to the attentiveness of those who live alongside us. 
Suddenly, the grades and promotions that seemed 
so dire just months ago have taken a back seat to 
ensuring the health and wellness of those around us.

Whether it be in regards to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the global protest and civil rights 
movement following George Floyd’s death, or any 
other contention this year has presented to us, the 
world as a whole has been put in a position where 
we can either become fixated on the negativity and 
loss that surrounds us, or we can focus our energy 
on promoting good in the areas we still have control 
over. Even in a time of such uncertainty and disarray, 
we have observed demonstrations of kindness and 
sacrifice beyond what we would have seen prior to 
these tragedies. We have transitioned from a fast-
paced lifestyle to one of solitude and re-evaluation 
that has allowed us to recognize that our focus in life 
should not be one of inward motives, but rather one 
that allows us to stand together in solidarity when we 
see our neighbor in need. 
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Every year, the L’Acadien staff is tasked with the 
responsibility to portray the events of the academic year 
accurately to future readers. As much of the world was 
put into quarantine due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
yearbook staff has continued to work remotely in order 
to ensure the documentation of such an unprecedented 
school year. Although the future of this pandemic is 
unknown, we hope that the effects of the virus will soon 
subside and become a memory preserved within these 
pages.

It should be noted that events covered in previous 
L’Acadien yearbooks are not present in this volume as a 
result of the national restriction of group gatherings. We 
do, however, believe that the weight of the occurrences 
covered after the close of campus are more than enough 
to compensate.

L’Acadien and the entire student publications staff 
wish the best to those affected.
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Student Life
Academics
Athletics
Greeks
Organizations
Students & Faculty

22
60

108
154
176

206
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LOCAL NEWS 

Guillory wins Lafayette 
Mayor’s election

The 2019 Lafayette Mayor runoff elections saw the 
highest percentage of voter turnout since the 2003 
runoff election between former Mayor Joey Durel and 
Glenn Weber. More than 77,000 of Lafayette’s 153,000 
registered voters cast ballots in the election, primarily 
between Republican candidate Josh Guillory and no-
party candidate Carlee Alm-Labar. 

On November 16, 2019, Guillory won the runoff 
election for Lafayette mayor-president by securing 
56% of the vote. Throughout his campaign, Guillory 
highlighted his experience in the Army National 
Guard as a key influence on how he would approach 
as mayor-president. As a combat veteran and local 
attorney, Guillory frequently discussed how the 
Lafayette Consolidated Government needed to evolve 
and embrace a more business-friendly approach with 
local residents and business owners. 

Between the primary and runoff election, Guillory 
garnered the support of Lafayette’s elected Republicans 
such as Senator Page Cortez, U.S. Representative Clay 
Higgins, and Mayor-President Joel Robideaux. 

On December 28, 2019, a twin-engine plane crashed 
in Lafayette, near the intersection of Verot School and 
Feu Follet roads, killing five people as well as injuring 
four other people. The pilot and five passengers were 
headed to Atlanta for the Peach Bowl football game. 

Those that died in the crash included the pilot, 
Ian Biggs, and four passengers, Robert Vaughn Crisp 
II, Gretchen D. Vincent, Michael Walker Vincent, 

and freelance sports reporter Carley McCord. The 
unfortunate flight lasted less than a minute. The 
plane reached its peak altitude of 925 feet and quickly 
descended towards the ground at an estimated 2,000 to 
3,000 feet per minute. The plane crashed into the road 
before sliding through a U.S. Post Office parking lot 
and finally rested in the neighboring field. 

The only surviving passenger, Stephen Wade Berzas, 
was left in critical condition before being brought to 
Our Lady of Lourdes Regional Medical Center, where 
he made a full recovery and was discharged after 
spending 52 days in the hospital.

Workers remove the plane wreckage from 
the field it crashed in Lafayette.

Lafayette Mayor Josh Guillory (right) 
speaks before a UL baseball game.

Plane crash in 
Lafayette kills five

Story // James Mays
Photo // James Mays

On April 23, 2020, a fire damaged a popular 
Lafayette restaurant, Mel’s Diner on Johnston Street. 
Firefighters were called to the restaurant when 
people reported seeing smoke come from inside the 
establishment. The fire was successfully extinguished in 
about ten minutes, and it was determined that the fire 
originated from a malfunctioning cooking grill in the 
kitchen. 

Firefighters reported that no one was in the 
building when the fire had started, and they ruled it 
as an accidental blaze after securing video footage 
that showed a small fire originating from the grill 15 
minutes before calls came in about the smoke. 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and the stay-
at-home order issued by Louisiana Governor John 
Bel Edwards, Mel’s Diner had been closed for about a 
month before opening that day to start taking takeout 
orders. 

In light of the unfortunate accident, many Lafayette 
locals showed an outpouring of support for the 
business on social media and wished a speedy rebuild 
for the local hot spot that has been in operation for 29 
years.

Local Hot Spot 
catches Fire

Downtown Lafayette is home to some of the 
city’s favorite restaurants and coffee shops as 
well as government buildings and other various 
establishments. It is also home to a statue of 
Confederate General Alfred Mouton, located at the 
intersection of Lee Avenue and Jefferson Street. 

The statue was erected in 1922 by the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy, and in 1980 they 
obtained a permanent injunction that prevents the 
city from moving the statue unless the property is 
sold or there is a need to build a road in that location. 
Throughout Lafayette’s history, there has been 
numerous attempts to take down the statue due to its 
controversial symbolism of slavery. 

The 2020 global protests in light of the death of 
an unarmed black man named George Floyd have 
reignited these attempts to take the statue down as 
members of the community feel that it tarnishes the 
importance of black culture in Lafayette, and it has no 
representation of the community’s ideals. 

The legal boundaries that the original erectors of 
the statue have put into place to protect it have caused 
the city and protestors trouble in trying to relocate 
ther statue. In July 2020, Lafayette Mayor Josh Guillory 
announced he will ask city-parish attorneys to take 
action to remove the statue from its current location as 
well as protect it from destruction. 

Statue of Confederate General Alfred 
Mouton stands in downtown Lafayette.

Locals demand 
removal of Statue

Story // James Mays 
Photo // Andre Broussard

Story // James Mays
Photo // The Daily Advertiser

Story // James Mays
Photo // The Acadiana Advocate

First responders rope off the outside of 
Mel’s Diner from onlookers.
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STATE NEWS 

Hard Rock 
Hotel Collapses

On October 12, 2019, the concrete floors of the 
future Hard Rock Hotel gave way. This catastrophe 
led to the death of three individuals and injury of 
several others. There was controversy surrounding 
the topic of the three individuals that passed away 
in this incident as only two of their remains could 
be recovered. Furthermore, in May of 2020 plans 
for demolition of the building were finalized and 
were scheduled to be completed in six months. 
OSHA said there were 11 different safety violations 
that contributed to this event and the companies 
responsible were fined  a total of $315,536. 

Amongst other economic anomalies in the world 
during 2020, one was specifically relevant to Louisiana 
was the historically low crude oil prices that reached 
negative numbers for the first time in history. This was 
a result of lack of demand from the global quarantine 
that affects most people and their driving habits as well 

the global oil market’s supply at an all time high. Most 
all oil storage facilities were at full capacity during 
this time. Oil producers had agreed to cut production 
amounts as a response to the low prices. 

Petroleum transportation vessels in Houma, 
LA.

The collapsed remains of the Hard Rock 
Hotel in New Orleans.

Oil Prices 
Historically Low 

Story // Andre Bourgeois
Photo // Andre Broussard 

Zion Lateef Williamson is a 6-foot-7 285 
pound Naismith College Player of the Year of 
2019, only the 3rd freshman in history to earn the 
title. After a legendary high school career and an 
astronomical season at Duke University, it was no 

surprise that he was the number 1 draft pick for 
the New Orleans Pelicans and plays a huge part in 
their upcoming season’s roster. Unfortunately the 
regular season was suspended on March 11 2020 as 
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, but as of July 
30th the season should resume. The Pelicans and 
Zion are scheduled to play opening night against 
the Utah Jazz.

Zion Williams shoots from the free throw 

Zion Williamson and 
The Pelicans 

Louisiana’s first female governor Kathleen 
Blanco lived her life selflessly. Originally from 
Acadiana, Gov. Blanco was a proud Ragin’ 
Cajun alumna and a member of the Kappa Delta 
sorority. The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
would become home for Blanco during her years 
and eventually become the place where part 
of her legacy will live. Last year, the university 
announced a new public policy center that will 
bare Blanco’s name and is located in Edith Dupre 
Library. The policy center, partially designed 
by architecture students, will become home to 
every gubernatorial paper from Blanco’s time 
as governor. Though Blanco was often known 
as being the governor of Louisiana during 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Savoie remembers 
Blanco as a caring woman of faith who sought to 
bring a part of her Cajun nature to the rest of the 
state.

Kathleen Blanco (seated right) attends a 
naming ceremony for her husband at ULL.

Kathleen Blanco

Story // Andre Bourgeois
Photo // Andre Bourgeois 

Story // Andre Bourgeois 
Photo //  Forbes.com Story // The Vermilion 

Photo //  Student Publications
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NATIONAL NEWS 

2020 Market Crash
The stock market was another chapter for history 

books under the umbrella of events in 2020. The 
previous 11 year bull market had left the Dow Jones 
International Index fund at a record high of above 
29,000 points for one week in January, but the rise of 
COVID-19 cases changed that later in the year.  The 
fear of the pandemic and the preconceived economic 
consequences that are accompanied led to one of the 
biggest drops in the history of the market. On March 
11th, the Dow Jones International hit 18,591.93, which 
is more than a 30% decrease from the high seen earlier 
in the year. As of mid-summer this index fund has 
rallied back just about 30% to 25,000 points.

On December 18th, 2019, the House of 
Representatives made history in their impeachment of 
Trump on two articles, making him the third president 
to be impeached. The two articles of impeachment that 
passed the House stated that Trump had “solicited the 
interference of a foreign government, Ukraine, in 

the 2020 United States Presidential election,” which 
included, among other things, him asking a foreign 
government to announce investigations of a political 
opponent that would help his re-election campaign. 
They also stated that Trump had “directed the 
unprecedented, categorical and indiscriminate defiance 
of subpoenas issued by the House of Representatives 
pursuant to its ‘sole Power of Impeachment.’ Trump 
has abused the powers of the Presidency in a manner 
offensive to, and subversive of, the Constitution.”

On February 5, 2020, the Senate acquitted Trump 
on both counts. The votes were 52–48 to acquit on the 
first count and 53–47 to acquit on the second count. 
The votes were sharply divided along party lines

Donald Trump speaks to the media outside 
the White House.

Stock Overview via Iphone Stock app.

Impeachment of 
Donald Trump

Story // Andre Bourgeois
Photo // Andre Bourgeois

On January 26th, 2020, the world received a big 
shock. One of basketball’s greats, Kobe Bryant, passed 
away at the age of 41 due to a helicopter crash in 
California. Bryant recently became a parent to his 
fourth daughter, Capri Bryant. Something that added to 
the tragedy of Bryant’s death was the devastation of the 
helicopter crash. Besides Bryant, it included the death 
of one of his daughters, Gianna Bryant, as well as seven 
other victims. Following Bryant’s death, there was a 
tribute at the Grammys, as well as a recent Lakers game. 
Bryant played for the Lakers his entire 20-year career, so 
this tribute was especially touching.

On January 31st, the Lakers packed each seat in the 
Staples Center with Bryant’s Jersey. This was just the 
beginning of a night of remembrance. The NBA All-Star 
game is also honoring Kobe by changing the setup of 
the fourth quarter. The new format will turn the shot 
clock off at the start of the fourth quarter and set up a 

final target score determined by the leading team’s total 
points from the three previous quarters.With the points 
from the three previous quarters, 24 points will be 
added. The 24 points represent Bryant’s jersey number. 
Before Lebron James beat his record, Bryant was the 

third-highest scoring player in the NBA, only behind 
Karl Malone and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Bryant retired 
in 2016 and was the second highest-paid NBA star of all 
time. He played in over 1,300 regular-season games and 
averaged 25 points, 5.2 rebounds and 4.7 assists during 
his career. His passing was a true tragedy to many, but 
his legacy will continue to live on in the NBA and hearts 
of many.

Kobe Bryant celebrates on the court after a 
successful play.

Kobe Bryants Death 

Story // The Vermilion
Photo // NBC News

Story // The Vermilion 
Photo //  New York Times

His passing was a true 
tragedy to many, but his 

legacy will continue to live 
on in the NBA and hearts of 

many.
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GLOBAL NEWS 

Australian Bushfire 
Crisis
From September 2019 to March 2020, regions of the 
state of New South Wales, Victoria, and the Australian 
Capital Territory were heavily impacted by bushfires 
that burnt 72,000 square miles of land. The fires were 
also responsible for destroying over 5,900 buildings 
and killing 34 people as well as an estimated one 
billion animals. In January 2020, it was reported 
that smoke from the fires traveled 6,800 miles across 
the South Pacific Ocean to Chile and Argentina. 
Countries from around the world such as Canada, New 
Zealand, Singapore, and the United States not only 
sent supplies and equipment to help fight the fires, but 
firefighters from those countries arrived in Australia to 
assist local crews and the Australian Defence Force. By 
March 2020, all fires were extinguished in New South 
Wales and the Victoria fires had all been contained. 
It was reported that the last fire of the season was 
extinguished in early May around the Lake Clifton area 
of Western Australia. 

The 2020 Summer Olympics were set to take place 
on July 24, 2020 but the event has officially been 
postponed to July 23, 2021 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This is the first time that a Summer 
Olympic Games has been postponed rather than 
cancelled. Despite the event taking place in 2021, the 
Olympics have decided to keep the name Tokyo 2020 
for branding and marketing purposes.  

The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has set aside 
over 3.67 billion U.S. dollars to cover the costs of 
hosting the games. Around 1 billion of the budget will 
be used to renovate Tokyo’s National Stadium, which 
was the central venue for the 1964 Summer Olympics. 
This will be the fourth Olympic Games that Japan 
has hosted and the second time they take place in the 
city of Tokyo, making it the first city in Asia to host 
the event twice. Tokyo 2020 will be responsible for 
introducing new events and competitions such as 3 
on 3 basketball, freestyle BMX, and Madison cycling. 
There will also be a return of previously dropped 
competitions such as baseball, softball, squash, and 
wrestling.

2020 Olympic Games logo.

A kangaroo rushes past a burning house 
in New South Wales, AU.

COVID-19 postpones 
Summer Olympics 

Story // James Mays
Photo // The New York Times

The death of George Floyd at the hands of the 
Minneapolis police department sparked outrage 
amongst the community and soon led to a series of 
protests between supporters of the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the police. 

This movement soon spread nationwide to over 
2,000 cities and towns in all 50 states. Protests in the 
United States also had global influence in over 60 
countries where people were outraged with the acts 
of police brutality and racism seen in not only the 
U.S. but in their own country as well. Activists in 
France drew parallels between the death of George 
Floyd and the 2016 death of Adama Traoré, a 24 year 
old French man who died of asphyxiation while in 
police custody. Around 20,000 protesters took to 
the streets throughout France to seek justice for the 
death of Adama while also expressing their unity with 
protesters in the U.S. Tens of thousands also gathered 
in Australia to demonstrate their support for the 
George Floyd protests as well as highlight their own 
issues of racism including the topic of Aboriginal 
deaths that occur while in police custody. Citizens of 
Tokyo, Japan also joined in on the global protests and 
thousands took part in peaceful protests against racism 
in the U.S. and Japan as well.

U.S. Protests Garner 
International support

On April 10, 2020, Yemen recorded its first case of 
COVID-19, which may soon prove to be fatal to the 
country’s already shattered state. For the past 5 years, 
the people of Yemen have had to face their country’s 
infrastructure and economy being destroyed, as well 
as hunger, disease, and displacement from devastating 
floods and civil war. It is estimated that 24 million 
Yemeni people are in dire need of lifesaving aid and 2 
million children face severe malnutrition that can have 
a lasting effect for the rest of their lives. Now with the 
introduction of the coronavirus, the Yemeni people are 
in need of urgent action and care due to their country’s 
collapsed healthcare system and inability to follow 
simple public health guidelines due to the lack of clean 
water. Aid agencies have estimated that there is a need 
for up to 2.41 billion dollars to cover essential needs 
and fund programs to combat the virus until the end of 
the year. The United Nations have successfully assisted 
more than 10 million people throughout Yemen every 
month all while aid organizations are trying to contain 
COVID-19. 

Woman holds a malnourished boy at a 
treatment center in Sanaa, Yemen.

Humanitarian Crisis 
in Yemen

Story // James Mays 
Photo // GETTY Images 

Story // James Mays
Photo //  Reece McDaniel 

Story // James Mays
Photo //  Reuters

Protesters gathered in support of the Black 
Lives Matter movement in Lafayette, LA.
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1ST Death
JAN. 11, 2020

• 1st coronavirus related death

in Wuhan China 

to be continued...

Compiled by L’Acadien® |  Data Sourced from New York Times | 2020 COVID-19 Timeline

COVID-19 TIMELINE 
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1ST Case in United States 
JAN. 21, 2020

• �e �rst documented COVID-19 

case was recorded in

Washington State 

Stock Market Drop 
FEB. 21, 2020

• Stock prices drop in fear of 

economic downfall due to the 

outbreak of COVID-19

1ST Death in United States 
FEB. 29, 2020

• �e �rst death due to the 

COVID-19 outbreak was also in 

Washington State.

1ST Case in Lafayette 
MAR. 18, 2020

•�e 1st recorded case of 

COVID-19 in Lafayette Parish. 

All Classes Moved Online 
•All of University of Louisiana 

Classes moved to online versions. 

Stay at Home Order 
MAR. 22, 2020

•Gov. John Bel Edwards issues stay 

at home order except for essential 

business. 

US COVID-19 Statistics 
APR. 15, 2020

•26,512 cases of COVID-19

• 1,644 deaths related to COVID-19

 

Phase One of 
Re-Opening 

MAY 15, 2020

•Gov. John Bel Edwards issues Phase 

one of the Re-Opening of businesses 

such as restaurants and other 

non-essential businesses at a limited 

capacity.

Spring Commencement
•University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

moves graduation ceremony to an 

online form to reduce social contact.

Phase Two of Re-Opening 
JUNE 4, 2020

•Gov. John Bel Edwards issues Phase 

two of the Re-Opening of businesses 

such as bars and more non-essential 

businesses.

COVID-19 cases 
Increase

JUNE 22, 2020

•Gov. John Bel Edwards announced 

that Louisiana will stay in Phase Two, 

as the number of COVID-19 cases 

increase.

Month
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CAMPUS 
DEMOGRAPHICS

Foreign Countries

3.6%
88.7%

Louisiana

7.6% Other States and 
Possessions

Louisiana is like a pot of gumbo: it’s made up of 
various different groups, cultures, and ideas to give 
birth to something amazing. Diversity is intuitive to 
Louisiana, and the University has been intentional and 
deliberate in its tradition of inclusion.  The Office for 
Campus Diversity asserts that diversity is “one of the 
pillars on which the institution rests,  reminding us of 
the continuous call to action that makes our campus 
community such a welcoming place for students, faculty, 
staff and visitors.”

In an effort to further foster an inclusive and welcoming 
environment on campus, the University President 

approved the Strategic Plan for Inclusive Excellence in 
August of 2019, which the Office for Campus Diversity 
describes as “ an ambitious roadmap for building a more 
inclusive community over the next three years,” that is “ 
more than just a short-term project or an initiative from a 
single office. It requires an institutional transformation in 
which everyone plays a part.”

The five imperatives of this new strategic plan include: 
1) Access and success, 2) Education, scholarship and 
professional development, 3) Institutional climate and 
intergroup relations, 4) Institutional infrastructure and 5) 
Community engagement.

According to the Office of Institutional Research, as of Fall 
2019 the University had a total of 16,934 students enrolled 
with 14,604 in undergraduate programs and 2,330 in 
graduate programs. 

Roughly 5.9% of students major in Arts, 18% in Business, 
11.8% in Education, 13.6% in Engineering, 17.3% in Liberal 
Arts, 13.9% in Nursing, 14.9% in Sciences, and 4.6% in 
University college.

Much like last year, women make up the majority of campus 
with  roughly 57% , as opposed to the 43% of men on 
campus. 

The racial makeup of campus consists of 0.29%  American 
Indian or Alaska Native students, 2.68% Asian students, 
19.23% Black or African American students, 5.42% Hispanic 
students, 0.08% Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 
students, 2.47% Non-resident and non-citizen students, 
2.57%  of students with two or more races, 3.14% students of 
unknown race or identity, and 64.13% white students.

Story // Elliot Wade
Design // Danielle Kemp
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Diversity on Campus

Where ULL 
Students Call Home
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     UPC upheld their tradition of showcasing Welcome 
Week, a week created to encourage interaction between 
the lower and upperclassmen of UL Lafayette, from 
Monday, Aug. 26 to Thursday, Aug. 29.
     The University Program Council of Student Affairs 
explained that, “The focus of Welcome Week is for 
students to reconnect with their friends and make new 
ones, as they come back to campus or arrive for the first 
time.”
     The week opened with an event tailored to students 
who couldn’t escape scheduling an 8am class. The Fruit 
and Donut Giveaway happened on the corner of Rex 
St. and St. Mary Blvd. The treats were distributed by the 
school’s very own athletic coaches, administrators, and 
fellow peers at UL for Welcome Week.

     

“I didn’t even know what was happening, but it was 
such a nice surprise because I didn’t have a chance to 
grab breakfast this morning,” explained Kaileigh Berry. 
“It’s good to know that our school cares about us.” 
The event was followed by Chi Alpha’s annual Burger 

Bash. Their focus was to make all students feel 
welcomed, as many were anxious to meet new people.
Sarah Robertson, a freshman from Austin, Texas, 
expressed her fun during Welcome Week.
    Get On Board Day highlighted student organizations 
that could potentially interest the incoming Freshmen 
as well as upperclassmen who have yet to get involved. 
Located in The Quad, students traveled to each table 
to receive free souvenirs and information on different 
clubs and groups. 
     To close out the week, students were transported 
by UL Lafayette’s transit buses to Bourgeois Hall to 
attend Rec Fest. The event was so popular, the line to 
get in wrapped around the building. Once students 
entered, they were offered free energy drinks and were 
instructed students on how to participate in the Color 
Run.
     After finishing the Color Run, Amber Black shared 
that, “Any time I have an opportunity to do a Color 
Run, it’s simple, I just do it. But it was something about 
this one that was special. Being at my own college with 
new friends that I have the rest of the year to get to 
know just made this night really memorable.”

UL HOSTS ‘WELCOME WEEK’ 

Story // Alyiah Cosie 
Photos // Brian Tran

Events in and Around 
Campus

“The focus of Welcome Week is 
for students to reconnect with 

their friends and make new ones, 
as they come back to campus or 

arrive for the first time.”
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Following a sudden disbandmentin 2019 student 
organization Ragin’ Rescue, formerly known as 
Campus Cats, has worked tirelessly over the summer to 
reorganize. With only a few members and volunteers at 
the close of last semester, the organization has slowly 
regained momentum, endeavoring to care for the stray 
cat colonies on campus.

“I had stumbled across the cat colonies before and 
seen them and had heard about Campus Cats/Ragin’ 
Rescue,” Alex Nordman, the current president of the 
new organization said. “I tried to hunt people down for 
the longest time and couldn’t find anyone. So I was like, 
‘I guess I’m restarting this club.’” Nordman explained 
she doesn’t plan on making any drastic changes to 
Ragin’ Rescue. 

This idea was reinforced by Ragin’ Rescue Secretary 
Daniel Richard. “President Savoie’s wife actually helped 
start the organization, so we are officially able to take 
care of the cats because she played a role in helping get 
us started,” Richard said.

 “She actually has a colony at their house that she 
takes care of.” Richard went on to describe some of the 
issues they faced last semester. “Last year, we kind of 
fizzled out a little bit,” Richard said. 

Our president ended up leaving the university, and 
we only had three officers — Alex was one of them — 
and we really didn’t have many members to keep it up.

He also recalled the early stages of the rebuilding 
process.

“That’s when Alex and a couple other people kind 
of came and recruited a bunch of new people,” Richard 
added.

“And I stepped into that leadership position to help 
build it up and get them started to where we’re at now,” 
Nordman commented on the efforts of her and her 
fellow Ragin’ Rescue members. 

“My goal is to make it what it used to be, because 
it used to be a very big thing on  campus.”    said Alex 
Normand. “It’s a lot of work, but it’s so worth it because 
there’s these cats all around campus that need someone 
to care for them.” 

RAGIN’ RESCUE 
RETURNS

Ragin’ Rescue is 
Purr-fect for UL

Story // Emily Britt
Photos // Ragin’ Rescue

“My goal is to make it what it 
used to be, because it used 

to be a very big thing on  
campus.”    said Alex Normand.



April Nicole Pruitt is a senior from 
Opelousas, La., majoring in biology.

She was nominated by Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority.

While at UL Lafayette, she has been 
University Program Council president and 
Alpha Kappa Alpha secretary. She received the 
University’s President’s Leadership Award, and 
the President’s Volunteer Service Award through 
the Corporation for National and Community 
Service. Pruitt has completed three biomedical 
research internships, including one at Stanford 
University. She is a Catholic Education teacher 
at Holy Family/St. Ann Catholic parishes.

Her parents are Ronald Lee and Corlette A. 
Pruitt.

Homecoming Queen

April Nicole Pruitt

Jonathan Alexander is a senior from New 
Orleans majoring in finance.

He was nominated by Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity.

During his time at UL Lafayette, he has 
been Student Government Association chair, 
Alpha Phi Alpha president, an Association of 
Future Alumni member, a Patricia Cottonham 
Fraternity President of the Year Award 
recipient, a Greek Hall of Fame inductee, and 
assistant director of Huger Hall for the Office 
of University Housing and Residential Life.

He is the son of Nelson and Cecilia 
Alexander.

Homecoming King

Jonathan  Alexander
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     Bria Burrell is a senior 
from Franklin, majoring in 
public relations.
      She was nominated by Chi 
Alpha Christian Fellowship.
      During her time at UL 
Lafayette, Burrell has been 
a Chi Alpha women’s life 
group leader, worship team 
member, and step team 
member. She has also been 
a Public Relations Student 
Society of America vice 
president, Compassion 
International African-
American Relations intern 
and Teche Theatre for the 
Performing Arts member. 
She received a LAGRANT 
scholarship.
     Her parents are Phil and 
Gary Burrell.

     Hailey Boutte is a junior 
from Shreveport, majoring 
in strategic communication 
with a concentration in public 
relations.
      She was nominated by the 
Student Orientation Staff.
      During her time at UL 
Lafayette, Boutte has been an 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
member, University Program 
Council spirit director, Student 
Government Association vice 
president, Student Orientation 
staff member and parent 
orientation leader, Emerging 
Leader Summit executive 
director and Student Leadership 
Council member.
      She is the daughter of Randy 
and Candace Boutte.

     Brooklyn Alexandra Fields-
Meaux is a junior from Rayne,  
majoring in journalism.
     She was nominated by SOUL 
Camp.
      During her time at UL 
Lafayette, Fields-Meaux has 
been a part of the Office of 
Orientation for two years and 
a National Association of Black 
Journalists award recipient. 
Fields-Meaux works at the 
Acadia Parish Library branch in 
Rayne, and teaches art classes 
for local nursing homes.
     She is the daughter of George 
Meaux and Connie Fields-
Meaux.

      Madison Scioneaux is 
a senior from Thibodaux, 
majoring in marketing.
      She was nominated by the 
Panhellenic Council.
      During her time at UL 
Lafayette, she has been 
Panhellenic president and 
Panhellenic Council vice 
president of administration. She 
has been a Delta Delta Delta 
Sorority member and social 
events chair, and a Student 
Government Association 
senator for the B.I. Moody 
III College of Business 
Administration. She interned at 
the UL Lafayette Student Union 
as an event planner.
      Her parents are Gerard and 
Penny Scioneaux.

Bria 
Burrell

Hailey
Boutte

Brooklyn 
Alexandra
Fields-Meaux

Madison 
Scioneaux

Adam
Roach

Yusef
Garrett
Davis

Dylan 
Hebert

Elijah
List

     Adam Roach is a senior 
from New Orleans majoring in 
computer science.
     He was nominated by 
Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity.
     During his time at UL 
Lafayette, he has been Lambda 
Chi Alpha recruitment chair.
 A Ragin’ Cajun Esports Team 
member, a campus tour guide 
and a Second Harvest Food 
Bank volunteer.
     He is the son of Maria and 
Harry Roach.

      Yusef Garrett Davis is a 
senior from Baton Rouge 
majoring in kinesiology with 
a concentration in sports 
management.
       He was nominated by the 
Black Student Union.
      During his time at UL 
Lafayette, Davis has been Black 
Student Union president, an 
Alpha Phi Alpha historian.
A residential assistant, a 
Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
Athletics photography intern.
Garrett Davis is also a Forbes 
Agency photography intern.
      He is the son of Candace 
Semien and Reginald Davis.

      Dylan Hebert is a senior 
from Lafayette,  majoring 
in secondary social studies 
education.
      He was nominated by 
the Student Government 
Association.
      While at UL Lafayette, 
Hebert has been the 
Outstanding Senior for the 
College of Education, a Student 
Orientation Staff Leadership 
Team member, Student 
Government Association 
College of Education president, 
Sigma Chi Fraternity treasurer, 
a UL LIFE Program mentor 
and a Muscular Dystrophy 
Association Camp Starlight 
counselor. 
      He is the son of Donny and 
Melanie Hebert.

      Elijah List is a junior 
from Springhill, majoring 
in strategic communication 
with a concentration in public 
relations.
      He was nominated by the 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America.
     During his time at UL 
Lafayette, List has been UL 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America vice president, UL 
Honors Program honors board 
historian, Sigma Alpha Lambda 
Honor Society vice president-
academic achievement, a Krewe 
of Artemis-Springhill Mardi 
Gras Krewe member, Pride of 
Acadiana Marching Band and 
Concert Band member. 
     He is the son of James and 
Carol List.

FEMALE HOMECOMING COURT MALE HOMECOMING COURT
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HOMECOMING 2019

    There’s no greater time to be a student here at UL 
than during homecoming. Whether you love food, 
music, sports, or just spending time with friends and 
family, there’s something for everyone. It goes beyond 
celebrating the immediacy of campus life, but in true 
Lafayette fashion, it blooms into a week of coming 
together as a unified community. This year’s theme was 
fit for the occasion: “Embrace the Culture.” 
    The homecoming festivities began on Sunday, 
October 27th with a homecoming mass and reception 
at Our Lady of Wisdom to celebrate the homecoming 
court and an official mass.
    Student organizations and UPC also gave the Student 
Union a splash of color at the Paint Your Pride Window 
Painting. To wrap up the kick off to homecoming was 
the inaugural Ragin’ Rock ‘n’ Bowl with bowling, food, 
and music from Geno Delafose.
    Monday, October 28 was the annual Homecoming 
Block Party on St. Mary Boulevard. Students were able 
to enjoy music, food, and local businesses. A cupcake 
giveaway was also held to meet the Homecoming Court 
in the Alumni Center.
    

    On Tuesday and Wednesday, the festivities 
continued with “Paint the Town Red”--local 
businesses and schools all across Lafayette showed 
their school spirit by decorating their buildings 
and offices. Students enjoyed a free meal for 
sharing school spirit at “Wear Red, Get Fed” and 
had the opportunity to participate in campus 
scavenger hunt and escape room set-up in the 
evening.
    “Yell Like Hell” took place Thursday night. One 
of the most memorable parts of Homecoming 
week, students gathered at the Union porch 
to bring the noise to the annual pep rally, and 
were able to celebrate with a night of music, 
performance, and good ole’ Ragin’ Cajun fun.
    While Saturday, November 2 was the last day, 
it certainly wasn’t the least. Students, alumni, 
and the community all came out in the morning 
to attend the Homecoming Parade as it rolled 
down Johnston Street and St. Mary Boulevard. 
In anticipation for the big game, students and 
alumni were especially welcome to tailgate and get 
pumped for the big game. An hour before kickoff, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns band gave a beautiful marching 
performance of the fight song and the classic “R-E-
S-P-E-C-T. To wrap up a successful homecoming 
week, the Cajuns kicked off against the Texas State 
Bobcats and took home the win, 31 - 3.

Story // Elliot Wade
Photos // Andre Broussard and James Mays
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PARDONING OF 
THE CRAWFISH

On March 3, 2020, the University celebrated the 
beginning of Louisiana’s crawfish season with the 
4th Annual Pardoning of the Crawfish. The lucky 
crustacean was named Emile—in honor of former 
Lieutenant Governer J. Emile Verret, an graduate of 
the Southwestern Louisiana Industrial Institute, the 
precursor to UL Lafayette.

Emile the Crawfish was escorted to the pavillon 
near the Union Porch by 2019 Breaux Bridge Crawfish 
Festival Queen Madison Frederick, Miss UL 2019 
Taja White, and 2019 Louisiana Crawfish Festival 
Queens Kristin Bigner and Katie Nash. His arrival was 
accompanied by zydeco tunes from Chris Foreman and 
Joel Martin on the guitar and accordion.

The ceremony opened with words from President 
of the University Joseph Savoie, who thanked Lt. 
Governer Billy Nungesser for returning the pardoning 
to the university. In the past, the event took place in 
New Orleans. 

Savoie then made an apt comparison between 
the office of Lieutenant Governer and the crawfish, 
remarking, “Politicians need to have a tough shell. They 
need to know how to avoid hot water. They need to be 
comfortable getting down in the mud.”

Nungesser then took the podium, 
congratulating the tourism industry it’s record-
breaking year, attributing the positive experiences 
of 51.3 million tourists to the welcoming and 
eclectic personalities of Louisiana citizens. 

CEO of Lafayette Travel Ben Berthelot 
was asked to read Emile’s proclamation, which 
officially pardoned the crawfish from the fate of his 
compatriots. Instead of being eaten, Emile will be 
allowed to live peacefully in Cypress Lake for the 
rest of his life.

The guests were then encouraged to enjoy the 
celebration. They were invited to take pictures with 
Emile in his temporary terrarium, dance to the live 
zydeco music, and partake in first crawfish boil of 
the season. Food was provided by Louisiana Spice 
Catering, the Office of the Lieutenant Governer, 
and the Louisiana Seafood Marketing and 
Promotion Board.

Story // Elliot Wade
Photos // Andre Broussard
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette unveiled its 
new pier over the Cypress Lake swamp in the courtyard 
of the Student Union on October 30. Scott Hebert, the 
Director of Facility Planning and Construction and the 
project manager, commented on the new addition to the 
campus grounds. 

“From what I understand, the pier was built because 
it was a part of the Campus Master Plan that the students 
had agreed to fund several years back,” Hebert said. “It was 
one of the things listed as a wishlist item to have built on 
campus, along with fleur-de-lis fountain in the quad and 
the monument ball. 

Hebert mentioned what the pier meant to the school. 
“It’s a nice new feature,” he said. “It’s going to be another 
destination point for the university. Plus with the swamp 
being one of the most unique things we have on campus, it 
will add a certain, new grandiose feeling to the area. You’re 
going to be able to get in the middle and see a lot more of 
the trees, water, and wildlife around you.” 

He also shared his personal thoughts on the structure. 
“I really like it. I mean, it’s very well built, well designed,” 
Hebert said. “It should last way beyond my lifetime. It 
should not have really any major issues with it as far as 
maintenance and upkeep and all that good stuff. So it’s a 
pretty self-sufficient, one-time kind of deal. You’re going to 
have some minor cleaning that up to it but that’s going to 
be about it. So it’s a really nice feature. I personally like it.” 

Several students commented on the new pier. “The 
pier itself is a nice addition to the whole pond area,” said 
political science sophomore Cade Mataya. It gives me 
an opportunity to appreciate the biome a little more, as 
opposed to just looking at it and being like, ‘that’s a tree 
right there, and there’s another tree.’ Now I can actually 
see the swamp.” 

Two speech pathology graduate students, Aleesha 
Rowe and Miranda Howes, spending a fall afternoon on 
the new addition also spoke about the pier. 

“I think it’s a good thing that they built the pier. I feel 

like it’s nice to 
have somewhere 
to come out and 
sit, just kind of 
de-stress because 
we’re here like 
literally from 8 to 
5 each day,” Rowe 
said.

Rowe also 
shared her 
thoughts on how 
the pier will impact the school. “I think it’ll get a lot of 
attention from people who are touring and who are still 
trying to make a decision about what school they want to 
attend,” she said. “It’s a nice addition.” 

Howes commented on her experience with the new 
pier as well. “I think it’s really nice. I didn’t realize it was 
finished, and Aleesha suggested we come out. It’s been 
really nice just enjoying the weather,” Howes said. “It 
makes the school look really nice. It’s a good way to enjoy 
our swamp on campus.”

39

CYPRESS LAKE 
PIER OPENS
Docks and Crocs

Story // Emily Britt
Photos // Student Publications staff
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On Sept. 11, Dear World returned to the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette for the first time since 2016, 
giving students an opportunity to express themselves 
and tell their stories through self-portrait style 
photography.

Volunteers assisted in writing a chosen message 
on their arms and got to be seen, heard and connect 
with their peers. The exchange of vulnerability and 
connection was the driving force of experience, as 
students who may have never interacted with each other 
before opened up and allowed themselves to literally 
and figuratively wear their hearts on their sleeves.

Ruben Henderson, assistant director of Student 
Engagement and Leadership and UL Lafayette’s 
University Program Advisor, said the focus of Dear 
World was for students to experience a day of self 
worth, emphasizing unique storytelling.

“One of the best parts of this event is the 
conversations and dialogue that they have with each 
other,” Henderson said. 

Ashley Fromenthal, a junior majoring in psychology 
was eager to showcase her strength through a creative 
medium. Her written message was “I am stronger than 
you think.” 

“I wrote that because all my life I’ve been 
underestimated by my family,” Fromenthal said. “My 
sister was always 4.0, super smart, and they always held 
me to her expectations, and it kind of brought me down. 
I learned in college I’m a lot stronger than I think.”

For Danisha Williams, a freshman majoring in 
criminal justice, the event allowed her to embrace 
vulnerability.

“I felt like it was something to open myself up,” 
Williams said. “With some of the stuff that you’re scared 
about or went through, this is a chance to release it all. 
This brings people together.”

Williams added when you have a stranger writing 
on you and you’re telling your story, which is something 
she never did,  It’s new, but fun for her, adding It’s 
different people, it’s not just one type of person.

Today, Danisha wanted to let everyone know to 
“Rise above all. Be the Change.” 

“I had a rough childhood, with my parents and 
stuff,” Williams said. “Rising above all the hard times 
and becoming the change I want to see was nice.”

Express yourself

DEAR WORLD

Story // Elliot Wade
Photos // Teresa Monohan

“Rising above all the 
hard times and becoming 
the change I want to see 

was nice.”
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MISS UL PAGEANT

      With a brilliant twirl and a flare of light and 
sparkling fabric, the Miss University of Louisiana at          
Lafayette 2020 pageant on March 13th went off without 
a hitch, but with plenty of panache. The word optimistic 
is defined as being hopeful and confident for the future, 
and such it was the shining word of the evening when 
nine stunning contestants for the title stepped up to
give it their all and blind the audience with their         
radiance. The entrants were Troie Acker of Lafayette, 
Lauren Turner of Shreveport, Indya Davis of Mobile, 
Alabama, Taylor Blount of Baton Rouge, Taylor Massey 
of Lafayette, Nevaeh Bonck of Grand Isle, Chloe Perron 
of Lafayette, Quetyria Williams of Alexandria, and  
Bailey Davies of Lafayette. 
      With passion and yes, optimism, these young ladies 
owned the stage as they exhibited their unique range of 
diverse experiences, backgrounds, and focused plans for 
the coming future. The audience was in full support of 
every candidate, with every last girl receiving applause 
and cheers when they each made their appearances. 
       Aside from the glowing nine young women in the 
running, the event was also host to many other queens 
with various titles and achievements to celebrate, 
including the master of ceremonies Miss Louisiana 
America, Alana Rainey, and the one who handed over 
the title from The previous year, Miss UL 2019, Taja 
White, among a whole host of others.

      After an impassioned dance ensemble from the 
Infinity Dance Group, and a bittersweet, Tear-filled 
farewell to Taja White’s reign as queen, it was time to 
crown the new Miss UL. Even the judges and main 
commentators throughout the event expressed how 
difficult picking between all the participants would be. 
Although much reminiscing and fond memory lane 
strolling occurred, an optimistic view of the future was 
in full focus as Troie Acker won the title and became 
the new, bright and shining, Miss UL. 

Story // Emily Miller
Photos // Andre Broussard
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MARDI GRAS

      What would springtime be in Louisiana without 
Mardi Gras? For over 25 years now, the University 
Program Council (UPC) on campus yet again sought 
to celebrate this homage to Acadiana culture with its 
“Krewe of Roux” Mardi Gras parade on February 20th. 
      Traditionally, UL Lafayette students, organizations, 
departments, faculty and staff members can all enter 
the parade, while community members from on and off 
campus were all invited to attend for the chance to catch 
traditional “throws” (such as Mardi Gras beads, plastic 
cups and candy) and enjoy a Ragin’ Cajun Mardi Gras 
with family and friends.
      If the weather had permitted, the parade’s route 
would have begun down Rex Street toward St. Mary 
Boulevard, turning right onto St. Mary, then left onto 
Hebrard Boulevard before its end on Boucher Drive. 
Participants tossed traditional “throws” such as Mardi 
Gras beads, plastic cups and candy into the crowd.

Les bon Temps Rouler

      Unfortunately, this year’ parade had to be cancelled 
due to inclimate weather. Luckily, UPC’s Mardi Gras 
Ball ensured that rough weather wouldn’t rain on their 
parade. Students were provided with music, food, and 
refreshments and the event was free to attend. Dukes 
and Maids were nominated in advance for a chance to 
become this year’s King and Queen. Nominees are each 
given a piece of king cake, and whichever nominee gets 
the baby gets the crown. The year’s reigning royalty are 
King Luca Rauchenwald and Queen Shekufeh Shafeie!

Story // Elliot Wade
Photos // Andre Broussard
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THIEF TARGETS
BIKES ON 
CAMPUS
 

      The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Police 
Department arrested a man for stealing bikes after they 
received seven bike theft reports between Sept. 9 and 
Sept. 16.
      Tobias Clark, 39, was arrested and charged with 
possession of tools for crime and theft on Sept. 17 at 
2:54 a.m.
      According to Public Information Officer Lieutenant 
Billy Abrams, Clark confessed to nine recent bike 
thefts, although he did not specify if the nine bikes 
included the bikes that were stolen in that seven-day 
period.
      On Sept. 9, someone stole a bike at Stephens Hall 
and another at Agnes Edwards. Two more bikes were 
stolen the next day from Legacy Park and Agnes 
Edwards. On Sept. 13, a bike was stolen from Burke-
Hawthorne. Two days later, someone stole a bike from 
Dupre Library. Then, on Sept. 16, someone stole a bike 
from Heritage Apartments.
      “Through our investigation, we were able to 
determine (Clark) was the suspect, so a warrant was 
issued for his arrest based on one of the bike thefts,” 
Abrams said. “Once we got him in here, through 
further investigation, he confessed to eight other bike 
thefts.”

ULPD Arrests Suspect for 
Series of 9 Bike Thefts

      According to Abrams, Clark was stealing the bikes 
and selling them on the internet.
      Abrams said Clark was stealing the bikes and selling 
them on sites like Letgo, but this backfired when the 
students who had their bikes stolen saw bikes similar to 
the ones they lost for sale.
      “I’m not sure how that came to be whether they 
were just looking for other bikes or if they were looking 
to see if they would find their bikes,” Abrams said. 
“Some of them saw what resembled bikes that were 
stolen, their bikes.”
      Bike theft is a common issue at UL Lafayette. Many 
students, including Max Mithcell, a left-tackle for UL 
Lafayette’s football team, had their bikes stolen.
      “Had my bike stolen not too long after Christmas 
last year, filed a report with the police and they got 
back to me and said they had no leads and that was the 
end of that really,” Mitchell said.
      Although this is a common occurrence, Abrams 
said it’s bizarre how many bike thefts took place in such 
a short amount of time.
      “You know that is a little odd, actually, it is a lot 
odd,” he said.
      Abrams suggests students who ride bikes lock them 
up with U-Locks instead of cable locks.
      “Again, U-Lock, U-Lock, U-Lock, U-Lock,” he said. 
“Some of the bikes can be quite expensive. Some of 
the locks that we see, sometimes, doesn’t represent the 
value of the bike, so, invest a little more. They really 
(are) not that expensive. Just invest in a U-Lock.”

Story // David Reed - The Vermilion
Photos // Mathew Tarver
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LAFAYETTE STANDS 
AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY
      Thousands of concerned Lafayette citizens gathered 
at the corner of University Avenue and Johnston Street 
to peacefully protest police brutality on May 31st, 2020.
The protest is one of many occurring across the nation 
since May 25th when George Floyd, a 46-year-old 
African American man in Minneapolis, died after 
Derek Chauvin, a white police officer, pinned an 
already-handcuffed Floyd to the pavement by pressing 
his knee to Floyd’s neck for over eight minutes, 
according to the Washington Post.
      Several community organizations were responsible 
for putting the protest together including UL Lafayette’s 
Student Action and Organizing Committee, Sunder 
Press, Lafayette’s Tenant’s Coalition, the Lafayette 
branch of the NAACP and Move the Mindset.
      The protest started with a rally outside Girard Hall 
where Sunder Press Editor-in-Chief Charles Garrett, 
SAOC Co-founder Mark Mallory, Spoken Word Poet 
Alex “PoeticSoul” Johnson, NAACP Lafayette President 
Marja Broussard, Move the Mindset Representative 
Jaqueline Cochran and Cycle Breakers Coalition Leader 
Cory “The Chosen One” Levier spoke about police 
brutality and the importance of public demonstrations.
Johnson read an original poem about police brutality 
and criticized Chauvin for his clear disregard for Floyd’s 
well-being.
      “Someone is screaming, ‘I cannot breathe,’ and you 
do not consider their lives to be valuable enough for 
you to stand up and lift them up,” Johnson said. “You 
are not afraid of anyone here. You are not afraid. Your 
life is not in danger. People are in danger when you pull 
your guns out.”
      Levier gave an empowered speech about what makes 
someone a police officer instead of just a criminal with 
a badge and gun.
      “We are fighting people who are criminals, and 
they’re hiding in uniforms,” he said. “A police officer 
is a man, or woman, that has dedicated their lives to 

serving and protecting the people. These are not police 
officers. We do them a grave injustice when we call 
these criminals police officers.”
      The protest then moved to both sides of the sidewalk 
along University Avenue and Johnston Street where it 
remained before protestors marched to the Lafayette 
Police Department on University Avenue, all the while 
chanting phrases like, “No justice, no peace,” “Say his 
name,” and “Hands up, don’t shoot.”
Garrett said he was thrilled the demonstration was so 
massive but still peaceful.
      “This is just amazing,” he said. “It’s much better than 
I could have ever hoped for.”

Story // David Reed
Photos // Reece McDaniel
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IN MEMORY OF 
ERNEST J. GAINES

Ernest J. Gaines (1933-2019) is a world-renowned 
novelist, short story writer, and teacher. Gaines is 
among the most widely read and highly respected 
contemporary authors of African American fiction.

He was born in Pointe Coupée Parish in Louisiana 
and at age fifteen, Gaines moved to California, where he 
joined his mother and stepfather, because his Louisiana 
parish had no high school for African Americans.

After graduating high school and serving in the 
Army, Gaines enrolled in San Francisco State University 
where he began publishing in the university’s quarterly 
literary journal. These stories secured him a place in 
Stanford University’s graduate program for creative 
writing. After leaving Stanford, he settled in the San 
Francisco area.

In 1981, he accepted the position of Writer-in-
Residence at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
(the University of Southern Louisiana at the time). Not 
long into his tenure, he published A Gathering of Old 
Men (1983), which was also adapted for television. In 
1993, he published A Lesson Before Dying, which was 
also adapted for television in 1999 and is one of the 
most critically acclaimed films based on his texts. He 
taught creative writing at UL from 1981-2004.    

Over the span of his career, Gaines won numerous 
awards for his contributions, including the Louisiana 
Humanist of the Year (1989) and a MacArthur 
Foundation Fellowship in 1993. In 1996, Gaines was 
inducted into the L’ordre des Artes et des Lettres [the 
French Order of Arts and Letters], and in 2000, he 
was awarded the National Humanities Medal. In 2013, 
Gaines was awarded the National Medal of the Arts.

In the final years of his life, Gaines lived on 
Louisiana Highway 1 in Oscar, Louisiana, where he 
and his wife built a home on part of the old plantation 
where he grew up. He had the building where he 
attended church and school moved to his property.

Gaines died from natural causes at his home on 
November 5, 2019. He was 86 years old.

Story // Katie Latour
Photos // New York Times & Arts MIdwest



L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
  

S
T

U
D

E
N

T
 L

IF
E

52

L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
 

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
S

53

CAJUN ESPORTS

University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s gaming 
communities are being united within the Ragin’ Cajun 
Esports Organization in hopes of showing off the potential 
Lafayette holds for the future of Esports.

Transformed out of UL Lafayette’s Smash Club, Cajun 
Esports has assembled teams for “League of Legends,” 
“Rocket League,” “Overwatch,” “Counter-Strike: Global 
Offensive,” and are looking to form teams for other games 
such as the “Super Smash Bros.” series and “Fortnite.” 
Since forming, the Cajun Esports official server on 
Discord, a free voice and text chat application designed for 
gamers, has grown from 20 to over 200 members, ranging 
from the casual fans to the competitive players ready to 
represent their university in collegiate competitions.

Jansen Ledet, sophomore computer science major 
and vice president of the club, was invited by a friend to 
join their “Rocket League” team. After playing under UL 

Competitive Gaming on 
the Rise

Lafayette’s banner in College Carball Association’s league 
in summer 2017 and a championship series in the fall, the 
team was ranked 19 against hundreds of schools around 
the nation on CCA’s third Power Rankings.

After the ranking, Ledet decided to email Joseph 
Savoie, Ed.D., UL Lafayette President, and discuss with 
him the potential of forming an esports organization at 
UL Lafayette. Savoie was open to the suggestion, and 
after speaking with him, Ian Madray, president of Cajun 
Esports and electrical engineering graduate student, made 
his way into the group’s Discord and worked with them to 
turn UL Lafayette’s Smash Club into an all-encompassing 
Esports organization.

“I want to make this as big as possible,” Madray said. 
“My white whale is to get a big tournament like that and 
to see how far we can take it, how big of a spectacle we can 
make video-gaming in Lafayette,” he continued, naming 
international Esports tournaments like the Evolution 
Championship Series or Community Effort Orlando.

Zie Hebert, freshman computer science major and 
captain of Cajun Esports’ Smash team, said players of all 
skill levels are appreciated in the community. “There’s 
people who simply play the game for fun and don’t 
practice at all, who you could compete with, versus people 
who you can learn from, who have been playing the game 
for a long time. So there’s no barrier for entry as far as skill 
levels.”

Ledet said joining Cajun Esports or even just the local 
Esports scene is a good way to meet people with similar 
interests. “We are a really welcoming community,” Ledet 
said. “If you like any game there’s probably thirty other 
people who like the same game. We’ve had a bunch of 
people who came here and said that they didn’t have a 
ton of people they knew here, and then they met 10 or so 
people and they’ve been playing all the time.”

Story // John Roman
Photos // Provided by Team
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CAMPUS WORKERS 
PERSEVERE AMID PANDEMIC

While most faculty at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette left campus after the shutdown, there were some 
workers who put themselves at risk to keep the university 
up and running. 

Those who did stay, such as workers from the 
Department of Housing and the Student Health 
Center had to make major adjustments to their regular 
operations to meet the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) requirements.

According to SHS Chief Administrative Officer 
Madeline Husband-Ardoin, had very little time to make 
all the changes necessary for the switch.

“All of a sudden it was upon us and we probably had 
about a weekend to try to get things in place and adjust to 
the new demands of healthcare,” Husband-Ardoin said. 

SHS Director and Staff Physician Dr. Chris Hayes 
said she had to change all her face-to-face appointments 
to telehealth, as it was no longer safe to hold them in 
person.

“So the transitioning to doing most of my visits by 
phone, I think was the most challenging for me,” Hayes 
said.

Husband-Ardoin said the pandemic forced her and 
the rest of the SHS staff to think outside the box to get the 
office up to the current CDC and Department of Health 

and Hospitals social distancing standards and said 
the regulations they were required to follow changed 
frequently.

“It seems like directions from the Office of Public 
Health changed every couple of days. And we would 
have to stay on top of that and make changes in our 
policies at the office based on the information on a 
day to day basis,” she said.

The Department of Housing also had to make 
major changes to the residence halls during the 
shutdown, as about 1,000 students chose to stay on 
campus, according to Interim Housing Director 
Dawn Miller.

“For the summer, all residents were placed in 
a room by themselves. If residents wanted to be 
roommates, we put them in the same suite but 
in separate rooms,” Miller said. “Dealing with 
this pandemic as a whole has been very stressful 
because our goal is to ensure that our on-campus 
residents have an enjoyable experience on campus 
while adapting to the ever-changing COVID-19 
situation. Unfortunately, there is no playbook for this 
pandemic.”

While most employees in housing were able to 
work from home, some such as the custodial staff 
and Residential Assistants had to remain on-campus, 
Miller said. She praised them for their sacrifice 
and their willingness to constantly make changes 
to accommodate the ever-changing COVID-19 
regulations.

“Our housing staff and res life staff, especially our 
custodian staff and RA staff, continued to be there for 
our residents through it all. They were and still are the 
backbone of our areas. There was new information 
presented to us daily sometimes hourly at the 
beginning of this pandemic and our staff worked 
diligently to adapt and serve our students. The fall 
will definitely be a challenge but I am confident that 
our staff has been provided the training and support 
necessary to succeed,” she said.

Story // David Reed
Photos // James Mays and ULL Rec Sports
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On the weekend of Oct. 9-11, the community of 
Lafayette gathered around to celebrate their annual 
Festival Acadiens et Créoles. 

With the influences of Celtic, Scottish, Irish, Native 
American, and French culture; the atmosphere was 
filled with unity and pride in the roots of the Acadiens 
.This mixture is evident in a rich oral tradition and 
repertoire of songs and dances.

For more than 40 years, this free festival has offered 
locals and visitors alike the opportunity to experience 
three days of nonstop music, dancing, food as well as 
crafts and a genuine Cajun and Creole experience like 
no other in the world.

After the revival of Cajun culture by the State 
of Louisiana in 1968, French music and language 
continues to sustain their distinctive sound today. 

At the festival, people of all age groups were 
represented as they swayed to the sounds of Cajun and 
zydeco music. 

Katlyn Mathews, a sophomore studying elementary 
education, said no one does a party or a festival quite 
like Lafayette.

Andre Dore, an attendee of Festival Acadiens for 
the past 20 years, expressed his love for the festival and 
is excited for next year.

“I’m already thinking about dancing here again next 
year and it’s only the first day of the Festival,” Dore said.

The students of UL Lafayette were grateful for 
the environment that the festival created. It was 
an atmosphere of Cajun pride, acceptance and 
togetherness. 

FESTIVALS ACADIENS ET 
CRÉOLES CELEBRATES

Celebrating Culture for 
More Than 40 Years 

Story // Aliyah Cosie
Photo // Andre Broussard

“Lafayette blows my mind 
with every festival that they 
put on. It’s so refreshing to 

see everyone having a good 
time and embracing Cajun 

Country,” Mathews said.
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IN MEMORY OF
DR. RAY P. AUTHEMENT

      Dr. Ray P. Authement, who was president at UL 
Lafayette  for 34 years, died April 5 at the age of 91. When 
he retired fromUL in 2008, he was the longest-serving 
public university president in the U.S.

Authement grew up in Boudreaux Canal, a coastal 
community near Cocodrie, Louisiana. He enrolled in 1947 
at Southwestern Louisiana Institute, now UL Lafayette. He 
was the first member of his family to attend college, and he 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in physics in 1950.

He then completed master’s and doctoral degrees in 
mathematics from Louisiana State. He taught at LSU and 
McNeese State University before returning to Lafayette as 
associate professor of mathematics in 1957. Authement 
was then promoted to academic vice president and began 
serving as president of UL (then known as USL) in 1974.

Following his retirement in 2008, Authement returned 
to the University and once again taught mathematics. The 
University of Louisiana System recognized him as UL 
Lafayette president emeritus in 2009.

During his tenure, the University earned national 
and global recognition in the fields of computer science, 
environmental and biological research, engineering, and 
Francophone studies. It also strengthened its efforts to 
preserve and examine Louisiana’s culture.

In a statement, Dr. Joseph Savoie, current UL Lafayette 
president, praised his predecessor’s “visionary leadership.”

“Through dedication, determination and selflessness, 
he changed how the University saw itself and how others 

perceived it as well. He  guided our growth from a strong 
regional University to one recognized nationally and globally 
for its research and scholarship,” Savoie said.

Dr. Jim Henderson, president of the University of 
Louisiana System, echoed Savoie’s sentiments. sentiments.
      “Dr. Authement laid the foundation for the extraordinary 
advancement of UL Lafayette into a national model and a 
source of pride for Louisiana. Countless students and multiple 
generations were blessed by his leadership.”
      Dr. Kim Hunter Reed, Louisiana’s commissioner of higher 
education, said Authement “brought his sharp mind, vision 
for academic excellence and student dedication to the role 
he cherished,” president of UL Lafayette. “As we mourn his 
passing, the Board of Regents celebrates an educator for the 
ages and reflect on his rich legacy,” Hunter Reed said. 
      The University established 17 research centers during 
Authement’s tenure and opened University Research Park. 
More than 30 buildings were constructed, and over 25 
facilities were renovated or expanded from 1974 to 2008. 
These included the Cajundome, the Hilliard University Art 
Museum; Moody, Abdalla, Fletcher and Oliver halls; Legacy 
Park, apartment-style student residences; and an indoor 
practice facility for Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns athletic teams. 

The University also became the first Doctoral II 
institution in Louisiana. The University’s Ray P. Authement 
College of Sciences is named in his honor. Each year, the UL 
Lafayette Foundation presents outstanding educators the Dr. 
Ray P. Authement Excellence in Teaching Award, one of the 
highest honors the University bestows on faculty. 

Story and Photos// UL Communications and Marketing
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The coronavirus pandemic forced the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette to turn all traditional, face-to-
face classes into online courses in March, leaving many 
instructors scrambling in a five-day period to adjust 
their lectures and exams to an online environment.

“It takes about a year to develop a good web-based 
course,” UL Lafayette English instructor Lydia Whitt, 
said.

“During the few months we transitioned to online 
learning, I came to realize just how much I missed 
working in a studio environment,” said Katie Latour. 
“As a studio art major, being in class in person is such 
an integral part of our learning experience. We did 
what we could with zoom meetings, kept in contact 
with our GroupMe and we figured out a way to make 
critique days work with the help of Google Drive, but 
it still wasn’t the same as being there in person.”

One of Mayeux’s professors, Jason Maloy, surprised 
her by how well he adapted his class to an online 
learning environment. Maloy initially told the class 
he was very old-school and advised students to reach 
out to him by phone instead of email if they wanted a 
quick response. “So, naturally, I didn’t expect him to 
transition well when classes moved online. 
However, I was quickly proven wrong. All of the 
online quizzes and exams were comprised of in-depth, 
short-answer questions that accurately tested my 
understanding of the course material.”  

Although Mayeux said the transition wasn’t 
perfect, she was glad her professors weren’t too 
punishing with their final exams, given that most 
students moved back home with their families, and 
some may have family members who had contracted 
the virus.

“Those are all things the whole community had 
to reckon with, and finals were a bit easier this year 
because of that,” she said.

“I’m proud of my classmates in the graphic design 
program and my professors for working through this 
truly unexpected and crazy situation and coming out 
of the other side with some great projects,” Latour said. 
“I really hope we can go back in person next semester. 
You’ll never catch me complaining about being in class 
again.”

Despite the sudden transition, Holly Mayeux, a 
dual degree student in biology and chemistry at UL 
Lafayette, said most of her classes were adequately 
adjusted to accommodate the bizarre circumstances, 
but there were some exceptions.

“It was definitely reflective of the teacher’s ability 
to adapt to the online system,” she said. “So, a teacher 
that was more computer literate, like my younger 
chemistry of macromolecules professor, did a lot 
better moving very quickly to online learning because 
they had already done it before. Then some of my 
older professors who had never done online teaching 
and had spent their entire careers teaching in a 
classroom.”

Mayeux said it was important to note the quality 
of her online classes did not directly correlate to the 
age of the professor, as one of her oldest professors 
handled the transition better than many of her 
younger professors.

While most of her finals were unproctored, online 
quizzes, she said most of her professors made the time 
so short that it would be next to impossible to get an 
A if you looked up every question on Google. 

One of her professors even scrapped the final 
exam entirely in favor of a final project.

“I thought that was a more educationally valuable 
to me than sitting in front of a screen and taking a test 
that I could Google,” she said.

Other students echoed the value of learning 
through completing projects—assignments that do 
not always transition well to virtual environments. 

“It was definitely reflective of 
the teacher’s ability to adapt 

to the online system”

Story //  David Reed
Photos //  Bradley Yaeger 

IN-CLASS LEARNING 
GOES REMOTE
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UNIVERSITY
PARTNERSHIP

In late December of 2019, the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette finalized a partnership with 

the Pelicans and Saints. Eric Maron is the senior 

communications representative for the university. 

He provided insight into the partnership.

      “They started early last year, and it was a process 

that the university, along with the organization, has 

been working on to come up with the right elements 

for their program and for our program and for our 

students and how best we can involve students in 

this partnership,” Maron said.

      

Though it has been in discussion for over a year and 

announced to the public this month, the actual deal 

was finalized in late 2019.

      “We had gone over it, signed the papers and 

sent it on to them, then they signed the papers. 

So we were prepared for it and able to make the 

announcement as soon as the new year came out,” 

Maron said.

      The partnership means that the Pelicans and 

Saints named the university as their official higher 

education partner. 

     

No other school in Louisiana can make this 

accomplishment, at least for the next three years.                 

      “Right now it’s a three-year partnership and then 

we reevaluate in the second or third year and they 

will see if they want to renew the partnership,” Maron 

said.

      This partnership will give students the opportunity 

to gain real-world experience in a field of their choice.   

      “The internship is really important to any 

student. If you’re going to college, you need to get an 

internship so that you can learn a little bit more about 

the business and career you’re going into,” Maron said.

      Getting an internship with the organization will 

also help students with their resume.

      “So this will allow students through the internship 

to apply what they’ve been learning and also to learn 

how that is being applied with the business leaders 

that have been there for years,” Maron said.

Students will be able to take what they have learned 

in the classroom and see it being used in the business 

world.

      “So it’s a great opportunity for them to bring it 

all together, the theory, and the practical, put it in 

one big package. Now, when they go out after they 

graduate, they’ve got the whole experience behind 

them, a little bit of everything,” Maron said.

      The internship is not just open for students 

studying or interested in sports. It’s open to all 

students from all majors, as a lot goes behind running 

a sports franchise.

      “That’s the beauty in the program, it’s not 

necessarily a sports program internship. It’s working 

with the Saints and Pelicans organization on sales, on 

event planning on event management, writing their 

press releases. It’s also their web design and working 

with social media,” Maron said.

      “These sports organizations have such a wide-

ranging footprint as far as the different elements that 

need to be in it to make their business run,” Maron 

said. “So any student interested has the opportunity to 

apply,” Maron said.

      Students can apply through the university’s career 

services website.

      “They’re still formulating some of those elements 

right now, but it’ll be going through there,” Maron 

said.

      The deal was just as right for the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette as it was for the Saints and 

Pelicans, according to Maron.

      “I think we’re just a good fit for both 

organizations, Saints and Pelicans are a great brand, 

and we’ve got a great brand here with the Ragin’ 

Cajuns, and it just seemed like a natural fit on the 

sports end of it to have two great sports brands in the 

partnership,” Maron said.

      This partnership is heavily student favored and a 

great opportunity for those interested.

Story // Madelyn Myer 
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2019 FALL
COMMENCEMENT
Doctoral

Undergraduate

Graduate

Total Graduates

18

172

1,068

1,258
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“Graduates, at some point today, I want you to inspect 
your diploma. I want you to really look at it closely. On 
the surface, your diploma commemorates your labor, 
sacrifice, and accomplishment, but if you look closely, 

you can invision fingerprints on that diploma, the 
fingerprints of all the people who helped you reach 

your destination today.”

- President Joseph Savoie, Ed.D.
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College 
of Science

College 
of Business

College 
of Nursing

College 
of The Arts

College 
of Liberal Arts

College 
of Education

College 
of Engineering

University 
College

Victoria Furka Katelyn ClayMcKenzie Baumgartner Bethany LejeuneClaire Carriere Katelynn SchonekasJohn Champagne Anita Woolwine
Victoria Furka was the 

University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Outstanding 
Graduate. In addition to being 
the spring semester’s overall 
honoree, Furka represents the 
Ray P. Authement College of 
Sciences as its Outstanding 
Graduate. Furka is a biology 
major minoring in chemistry. 
She had a 4.0 GPA.

She participated in the 
STEM2 project, which fosters 
interdisciplinary collaboration 
between STEM students and 
students from the College of 
Education who create lesson 
plans for elementary and 
middle school students.

Furka has logged over 1,120 
hours of research, focusing on 
energy flow, biogeochemical 
cycles and trophic interactions 
in coastal ecosystems. 

Clay was a marketing 
major with a 4.0 GPA. She held 
several leadership positions 
with the University’s chapter 
of the American Marketing 
Association, including 
president and vice president.

She earned Habitat for 
Humanity’s Bronze Presidential 
Service Award for performing 
more than 100 hours of service 
work in one year. She also 
volunteered at Habitat for 
Humanity construction sites 
in Elizabethtown, Ky., and 
Newburgh, N.Y. 

Clay plans to work at the 
McIlhenny Co. as a junior 
international brand manager. 
She also plans to earn a 
master’s degree in integrated 
marketing communications.

Baumgartner, a nursing 
major, had a 3.28 GPA.

An honors student, she 
established and organized an 
Honors Week on campus to 
recognize other UL Lafayette 
Honors students. She was 
invited to attend the National 
Collegiate Honors Council 
Conference in Atlanta.

She attended National 
Student Nurses Association 
conventions in Dallas and 
Nashville. Baumgartner also 
attended the NSNA Summer 
Leadership Conference in New 
York.

Baumgartner wants to 
work with psychiatric patients 
or on a medical/surgical unit 
following graduation. She 
also plans to pursue a master’s 
degree and become a nurse 
educator.

Lejeune is a visual arts 
major with a concentration in 
painting. Lejeune had a 3.87 
GPA.

She has presented her work 
at several juried art shows. 

LeJeune presented a 
paper at the UL Lafayette 
Undergraduate Art History 
Paper Forum at the Hilliard 
University Art Museum, 
and at the UL Lafayette 
Undergraduate Research 
Forum. It was titled 
“Robert Rauschenberg: An 
Examination of Coexistence.”

LeJeune  is  a gallery      
preparator at the Acadiana 
Center for the Arts in 
Lafayette.

She plans to attend graduate 
school after graduation.

Carriere was Lafayette 
Consolidated Government’s 
Council for Disabilities 
Volunteer of the Year, president 
of the Lafayette Beacon Club 
for Disabilities, and events 
coordinator for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital’s 
Up ’til Dawn program. 

Her GPA was 3.87. 
Carriere was a mentor for UL 
Lafayette’s SOUL Camp and 
the University’s Learning Is For 
Everyone (LIFE) program.

She plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in mental 
health counseling after 
graduation.

Her parents are Wendy 
and Josh Reaux, and Chad 
and Rochelle Carriere, all of 
Lafayette.

Shonekas was an early 
childhood education major 
with a 3.75 GPA.

Schonekas has volunteered 
with Girl Scouts of Acadiana 
and Faith House of Acadiana. 
She also tutored kindergarten 
students in mathematics, and 
first-graders in reading.

Schonekas completed an 
undergraduate research project 
titled “Diary of a Young Child: 
How Childhood Experiences 
Frame Career Pathways.”

Schonekas is an early 
childhood education resident 
at Woodvale Elementary 
School in Lafayette in a 
second-grade gifted classroom.

She plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in education. 

Champagne interned 30 
hours a week at BlackHawk 
Datacom in Lafayette since 
Spring 2018, while being 
involved with many campus 
organizations and performing 
community service.

After his graduation, 
Champagne will work as a 
hardware reverse engineer 
for Dynetics, a company in 
Huntsville, Ala. He also plans 
to pursue a master’s degree in 
applied electromagnetics and 
digital signal processing at 
the University of Alabama in 
Huntsville.

Champagne is the son 
of Mickey Champagne and 
Elizabeth Champagne of 
Breaux Bridge, La.

Woolwine was the 
Outstanding Graduate for 
University College. She was 
a majoring in general studies 
with a concentration in 
behavioral science and had a 
3.84 GPA.

She lives in Hermosa 
Beach, California. Woolwine 
earned her degree by taking 
online courses.

Woolwine, a first-
generation student, returned to 
school to complete her degree, 
so she can advance in her 
career.  She is an operations 
manager in the construction 
industry. 

Woolwine also plans 
to continue her education 
to better help others who 
have survived traumatic 
experiences.

OUTSTANDING FALL GRADUATES



L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
  

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
S

74

L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
 

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
S

75

OUTSTANDING MASTER GRADUATES
College 

of Nursing
College Of
Engineering

College 
of Liberal Arts

College 
of Education

Tina Billberry James Guillory III Raven Douglas Alyssa Zeringue

Billberry was the fall 
semester’s overall honoree. 
She represents the College of 
Nursing and Allied Health 
Professions as its Outstanding 
Master’s Graduate, and had a 
4.0 GPA.

 Billberry examined the 
use of electronic cigarettes in 
adolescents and developed 
a video presentation based 
on her findings. Her other 
research projects focused on 
reducing death rates from 
sepsis in patients transferred 
from rural hospitals, and on 
improved screenings for breast 
and lung cancers.

 She plans to work in a 
primary care or an urgent care 
facility following graduation. 
Billberry earned an associate 
degree in nursing in 1996 
from LSU Alexandria, and a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing 
from UL Lafayette in 2015.

She is the daughter of 
Karen Baber of Alexandria, 
La., and the late John Baber. 
She is married to Milton “Joey” 
Billberry. 

 Guillory III was the 
Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate in the Department 
of Industrial Technology. He 
will graduate with a master’s 
degree in systems technology. 
Guillory had a 4.0 GPA. 

  He conducted his master’s 
research in the University’s 
Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy Center. 
There, Guillory focused on 
solar-powered charging 
stations. He also helped create 
wireless monitoring networks 
for solar and wind hybrid 
energy generation systems.

 As a graduate assistant, 
Guillory taught undergraduate 
courses in analog and digital 
electronics, and in data 
acquisition and advanced 
instrumentation.

His extracurricular 
activities include leadership of 
YoungLife, a campus Christian 
organization. He volunteered 
with Habitat for Humanity and 
was captain of the University’s 
powerlifting team.

 Douglas was the 
Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate in the Department of 
Psychology. She had a 3.8 GPA.

 Her master’s thesis research 
explored how anxiety affected 
risk recognition among victims 
of sexual assault.

  Douglas earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at UL Lafayette in 
2017. As an undergraduate and 
graduate student, she worked 
in the psychology department’s 
Sexual Violence Research Lab. 
There, she helped develop a 
focus group that studied sexual 
anxiety, sexual communication 
and safe-sex behaviors.

 Douglas is a member of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. 
She volunteered with Grow 
Girls, a character development 
program for adolescents 
sponsored by the National 
Coalition of 100 Black Women. 
She also works as assistant 
executive director of the 
YMCA of Acadiana.

 Zeringue was the 
Outstanding Master’s Graduate 
in the School of Kinesiology.  
She had a 4.0 GPA.

 Working alongside a 
faculty researcher, Zeringue 
examined the use and effects 
of exercise supplements. 
Her research skills led to an 
appointment as a graduate 
student researcher at LSU’s 
Pennington Biomedical 
Research Center where she 
worked in the Skeletal Muscle 
Physiology Department.

 She has a pending peer-
reviewed publication she co-
authored based on her work at 
Pennington.

At UL, she served as 
the School of Kinesiology’s 
representative on the Graduate 
Student Organization; she was 
also GSO secretary.

Zeringue earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
kinesiology in 2018 from 
UL Lafayette. She was an 
undergraduate student 
researcher in the School of 
Kinesiology.

 Behringer is the Outstanding 
Master’s Graduate in the Department 
of Biology. He had a 3.76 GPA.

Behringer’s master’s research 
focused on redfish. He demonstrated 
the importance of saltmarsh habitats 
to the survival of juvenile redfish. 
This is critical to stabilizing redfish 
populations along the Louisiana Gulf 
Coast.

He collaborated with biologists 
at the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration during his research, 
which resulted in two peer-reviewed 
publications and several conference 
presentations. 

He is employed as a project 
coordinator at JESCO Environmental 
Consulting in Jennings, La. He works 
with the U.S. Navy and the U.S. 
Geological Survey to use telemetry 
to monitor sturgeon movements near 
two naval shipyards. Behringer earned 
a bachelor’s degree in environmental 
studies in 2014 from Washington & 
Jefferson College in Pennsylvania. He 
is the son of Sue Behringer of Severna 
Park, Maryland.

 

David Behringer
(not pictured)
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Doctoral 22
Graduate
Undergraduate
Total Graduates 1,900

1,594
284

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
celebrated its spring graduating class with a 
virtual commencement on Friday, May 15. 
The decision to host a virtual commencement 
this spring is in response to the ongoing global 
COVID-19 pandemic that has resulted in a ban 
on large gatherings to mitigate the virus’ spread.

UL Lafayette reached its decision to hold a 
virtual commencement following discussions 
with student leaders and representatives from 
each of the University’s academic colleges. In 
addition, administrators analyzed data collected 
from a survey of graduating seniors conducted 
by the University’s Student Government 
Association.

The virtual commencement ceremony 
included many of the same elements as the 
traditional, in-person event, including welcome 
and congratulatory messages from University 
administrators and college deans as well as a 
reading of the graduates’ names. Graduates also 
had the opportunity to submit photographs of 
themselves in their commencement regalia and 
record brief video messages to their families and 
friends. Diplomas, commencement programs, 
and honor cords and medallions were mailed 
to graduates the week following the virtual 
ceremony.

SPRING 
COMMENCEMENT

Graduation
goes Virtual

Story // UL Communications Department
Photos // James Mays
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OUTSTANDING GRADUATES
College 

of Nursing
College Of
Engineering

College 
of Liberal Arts

College 
of Education

Sarah Caswell Kyle Zappi Rachel Lautigar Sarah Frey
     A nursing major, she 
earned a 3.92 GPA.
    Caswell was selected for 
the Ochsner Health’s Nurse 
Technician Honors Program.            
She assisted researchers 
working on a simulation 
research project.
     As part of an evidence-
based practice project, she 
researched continuous labor 
support by registered nurses.
     Caswell is a professional 
member of United States 
of America Gymnastics, 
and founded Ragin’ Cajuns 
Gymnastics.
     She participated in the 
formation of a legal and 
ethics course for the College 
of Nursing and Allied Health 
Professions.
     Caswell performed clinical 
rotations at Lafayette Specialty 
Surgical Hospital, Lafayette 
General Medical Center 
and University Hospital and 
Clinics.
     She plans to work as a 
registered nurse specializing 
in pediatrics.

    He is a chemical engineer-
ing major with a 3.95 GPA.
    Zappi was a volunteer 
at the University’s Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics summer camp 
for underrepresented mi-
nority students. He founded 
and served as president of the 
LGBTQ+ Healthcare Inclu-
sion Coalition.
     Zappi also volunteered with 
Lafayette General Health’s 
Cancer Center of Acadiana.
   He has co-authored two 
peer-reviewed journal articles.
     In 2017, Zappi won the 
Association of Official Analyt-
ical Chemists’ student poster 
competition in Atlanta, and 
the University’s Engineering 
and Technology Week student 
poster competition.
     His Medical College 
Admission Test score of 517 
ranked in the 95th percentile 
nationally.
    He will enroll at the Weill 
Cornell Medical College in 
New York where he will study 
to become a physician. His 
focus will be biotechnological 
surgical research.

    She double-majored in 
political science and history. 
Her GPA is 3.97.
     Lautigar was named a 
Bastiat Scholar by the Cato 
Institute of Law, and a 
summer fellow by the Hertog 
Foundation in Washington, 
D.C. She was a panelist at 
the University of Louisiana 
System’s “For Our Future 
Forum,” and a presenter 
at UL Lafayette’s Women’s 
Leadership Conference.
    Lautigar was a featured 
speaker during Louisiana 
Public Broadcasting’s 
statewide gubernatorial debate 
that was broadcast from the 
University’s Angelle Hall in 
2019.
    She was elected to the 
University of Louisiana 
System Board of Supervisors 
for the 2019-20 term.
    Lautigar was UL Lafayette’s 
Homecoming Queen in 2018.
   She will enroll in the law 
and public affairs dual-degree 
program at Louisiana State 
University.

     An exercise science major, 
she has a 4.0 GPA.
    She competed with the 
School of Kinesiology’s quiz 
bowl team at the Southeast 
American College of Sports 
Medicine Regional Chapter 
annual conference.
    Frey participated in the 
University’s Study Abroad 
Program in Florence, Italy.
    She is a figure skater who 
has coached others in the 
sport, led group classes and 
taught private lessons.
    Frey obtained an emergency 
medical technician’s license 
taking night classes at LSU’s 
Carrol L. Herring Fire & 
Emergency Training Institute 
while earning her bachelor’s 
degree at UL Lafayette.
    She works at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Regional Medical 
Center as an ER technician.
    Frey plans to enroll in the 
physician assistant program 
at the University of South 
Alabama in Mobile, Ala.

College of 
Arts

College of 
Sciences

University 
College

College of 
Business

Loryn G. LeBlanc April Pruitt Maranda WiltzFranziska Riepl
     She is a fine arts major with 
a concentration in graphic 
design. LeBlanc has a 3.82 
GPA.
     She served as a sergeant 
in the U.S. Marine Corps 
for nearly 10 years before 
returning to college to earn 
a degree. LeBlanc earned 
numerous commendations 
and accolades for military 
service.
     She has presented her work 
in shows at the Acadiana 
Center for the Arts, the Fresh 
Pickin’s Exhibition, and the 
University’s juried student art 
show. Her work has earned 
gold and silver American 
Advertising Awards. LeBlanc 
designed annual reports and 
e-newsletters for the College 
of the Arts.
     She will work for a design 
company, and earn a master’s 
degree in graphic design. Her 
plans are to eventually own a 
company.
     LeBlanc is married to 
Christian LeBlanc and has 
one child, Kyla Graham.

She is a biology major with 
minors in chemistry and 
psychology. Pruitt has a 3.95 
GPA.
     During a nine-week 
summer research program, 
she worked with researchers 
at Stanford University to 
uncover possible causes of a 
condition that’s common in 
people with autism spectrum 
disorder. The California 
institution is among the 
world’s most prestigious 
universities.
     Pruitt also received an 
undergraduate research 
fellowship from the University 
of California San Diego for 
medical scientists in training.
    She was the University’s 
Homecoming Queen in 2019.
    Pruitt was a representative 
on UL Lafayette’s Quality 
Enhancement Plan 
committee. The QEP is a 
campus-wide initiative that 
measures the University’s 
commitment to improving 
what and how students are 
learning.
     She plans to pursue 
a doctoral degree in 
neuroscience at Yale 
University or Johns Hopkins 
University.

   She is a general studies ma-
jor with a 3.92 GPA.
   Her numerous scholarships 
include the Dr. Ray P. Authe-
ment Valedictorian Schol-
arship and the Ezell Butaud 
Coleman Endowed Education 
Scholarship.
   She received the National 
Engaged Leader Award from 
the National Society of Lead-
ership and Success, and was 
a networking team facilitator 
for the society.
  Wiltz was a member of the 
Alpha Lambda Delta honor 
society.
      She performed service 
work for The Big Event, 
FoodNet Food for Families 
Food Drive, Special Olympics, 
Our Lady of Wisdom Church 
and Catholic Student Center, 
Preaux Life Club, St. Bernard 
Catholic Church, Freshman 
Move-In Day and St. Joseph 
Diner.
   Wiltz plans to work as a 
library assistant while she 
pursues a master’s degree in 
library science.
   She is the daughter of Troy 
and Mary Wiltz.

She is an economics major 
with a minor in political 
science. Riepl earned a 4.0 
GPA.
    A member of the 
University’s soccer team, she 
was named to the Sun Belt 
Conference Commissioner’s 
List, which recognizes 
student-athletes for academic 
achievement.
    Riepl presented her honors 
baccalaureate undergraduate 
thesis “The Response of Labor 
Unions to Universal Basic 
Income” widely, including at 
the Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics Society Annual 
Meeting in New Orleans and 
the North American Basic 
Income Guarantee Congress 
in New York.
    She served as both head 
of state and secretariat 
during Eugene Scassa Mock 
Organization of American 
States summits, where college 
students debate issues facing 
North, Central, and South 
America and the Caribbean.
    Riepl plans to earn a 
doctorate degree, and work in 
economic research and public 
policy.
     She is the daughter of 
Frank Riepl and Gabriele 
Englehardt of Bad Krozinger, 
Germany.
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OUTSTANDING MASTER GRADUATES
College 

of Liberal Arts

Tyler Martinez Abby Pratt Meidy Tanako

     Tyler Martinez is the 
Department of English’s 
Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate. He is pursuing 
a master’s degree in En-
glish with a concentration 
in rhetoric and composi-
tion. Martinez has a 4.0 
GPA.
     He is assistant director 
of the University’s Writ-
ing Center, where he also 
works as a tutor, graduate 
student instructor and 
social media manager.
     The Writing Center’s 
operations were the sub-
ject of Martinez’s master’s 
thesis, and papers derived 
from his research were 
accepted for conference 
presentations.
     Martinez was social 
media manager for Rou-
garou, a literary journal 

College of 
Arts

College of 
Sciences

published by students and 
faculty in the Department 
of English. He volunteered 
at the Global Souths 
Conference, an interdis-
ciplinary conference the 
University hosts.
     Following graduation, 
he hopes to continue 
teaching English in a 
higher education setting 
and plans to pursue a 
Ph.D. in rhetoric and 
composition.
     Martinez earned a 
bachelor’s degree in En-
glish with a concentration 
in linguistics from UL La-
fayette in 2013. He is the 
son of Melanie and Joseph 
Martinez of Thibodaux, 
La.

College 
of Engineering

Olivia LaHaye

     Olivia LaHaye is the 
overall honoree for the 
Spring 2020 semester. In 
addition, she represents 
the Department of 
Civil Engineering 
as its Outstanding 
Master’s Graduate. She 
has maintained a 4.0 
GPA while pursuing a 
master’s degree in civil 
engineering.
     LaHaye’s master’s thesis 
investigated sustainable 
water management 
strategies. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s 
Louisiana Sea Grant 
program funded the 
research.
     While pursuing her 
master’s degree, LaHaye 
advised a team of 
undergraduates working 
to design a sustainable 

doghouse using bamboo 
harvested from Avery 
Island, La.
     She also collaborated 
with UL Lafayette’s 
Office of Sustainability 
to design a stormwater 
management plan for 
campus. The effort 
helped the University 
secure first place in the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s 2019 Campus 
RainWorks Challenge.
     Following graduation, 
LaHaye will join the state 
Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority as a 
leading design engineer.
     LaHaye earned a 
bachelor’s degree in civil 
engineering from UL 
Lafayette in 2018. She is 
the daughter of Dessa and 
Jay LaHaye of Mamou, La.

     Meidy Tanako is 
Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate for the School 
of Music. She has a 4.0 
GPA and is pursuing a 
master’s degree in piano 
performance.
     Tanako took part 
in numerous piano 
competitions. She placed 
second in the 2019 Frank 
Hanley Competition at 
UL Lafayette; secured 
bronze in the 2019 
World Piano Association 
International Piano 
Competition; and won 
the Young Artist Piano 
Performance Category in 
the 2018 Louisiana Music 
Teacher Association State 
Competition.
     In addition to solo 
concerts and recitals, 
Tanako has performed 

with UL Lafayette’s 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Wind Ensemble and 
Concert Band.
     She served as the 
School of Music’s 
representative to the 
Graduate Student 
Organization. As a 
graduate assistant, she 
taught undergraduate 
piano courses.
     Tanako plans to 
pursue a doctoral degree 
in piano performance 
and pedagogy at the 
University of Oklahoma.
     She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in classical music 
from UCSI University in 
Malaysia in 2017. Tanako 
is the daughter of Fuandy 
Susanto and Melis Suroso 
of Medan, Indonesia.

     Abby Pratt is the 
Department of Biology’s 
Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate. She has a 4.0 
GPA and is pursuing a 
master’s degree in biology.
     Her master’s thesis 
research used deep-
sea video and museum 
specimens to examine 
incirrate octopods. She 
developed a model to 
predict their population 
distributions in the 
western central Atlantic 
Ocean.
     Pratt presented her 
research at national and 
international conferences 
and co-authored a 
scholarly article that’s 
awaiting publication in a 
peer-reviewed journal.
    

      As a graduate 
assistant, she instructed 
undergraduate lab courses 
in cell and molecular 
biology, and human 
anatomy and physiology.
     Following graduation, 
Pratt will attend Southern 
Illinois University to 
pursue a Ph.D. in zoology.
     She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in zoology 
from Humboldt State 
University in Arcata, 
California, in 2018. As 
an undergraduate, Pratt 
was an intern at the 
Smithsonian National 
Museum of Natural 
History in Washington, 
D.C.
     She is the daughter of 
Colleen and Jerald Pratt of 
Poway, California.
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HONORS
COLLEGE The University Honors Program offers 

undergraduate students a series of opportunities for 
excellence and creativity in the form of exceptional 
courses, independent study, colloquia, research and 
internships. 

In the Honors Program, students find their place 
among a large but intimate community of scholars in 
every discipline.

     

“Our Honors Program here at the university is a part of 

that legacy. The University Honors Program provides 

serious and highly motivated students with a unique set 

of intellectual and educational opportunities.”

 “Per sapientiam felicitas” 
which means ‘Through 

knowledge, happiness.’ ”
Julia Fredrick, Ph.D.

Excellence and 
creativity

Director of Honors College

The Honors Program proudly continues a 
long-standing tradition of providing serious and 
highly motivated students with a unique set of 
intellectual and educational opportunities.

The Honors Programs at UL Lafayette support 
intellectual freedom, celebrate individuality and 
prepare each graduate will become a life-long 
learner. 

Story  // Aaron Gonsoulin
Photos // Carstens McConville
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“Encompass visual design and performing arts 
including music to promote creativity in the 
mind and spirit of the students faculty.”

COLLEGE OF THE 
ARTS

Learn. Create. 
Inspire.

In the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
College of the Arts, they are passionate about the 
power of the arts. 

They believe that artists’ works are like a mir-
ror, using music, color, movement, and design to 
interpret and reflect the world around them. The 

College of the Arts want you to hold up your own 
mirror, and share what you see.

UL Lafayette is the only university in Louisi-
ana to have one college devoted solely to artistic 
education and production in music and perform-
ing arts, visual arts and design. 

They have undergraduate and master’s pro-
grams, taught by faculty whose lives are devoted to 
helping with creating, performing and showcasing 
high quality art. 

With the College of Arts, students find their 
artistic voices and styles, and gain the foundation 
they need to begin careers as working artists.

Story   // Aaron Gonsoulin 
Photo // Andre Broussard

“They believe that artists’ works 
are like a mirror, using music, 

color, movement, and design to 
interpret and reflect the world 

around them.”

Gordon Brooks
Dean of The College of The Arts
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With its nexus in Moody Hall, the B.I. Moody III 
College of Business Administration is continually ranked 
among the top business colleges in the nation. As it says on 
their website, “The vision of the B. I. Moody III College of 
Business Administration is to be recognized as a leader in 
developing ethically responsible professionals and scholars 
who positively impact our Acadiana region, Louisiana, and 
the global community.”

The college offers fourteen graduate and undergraduate 
programs, twelve minors, five concentrations, and fifteen 
student organizations, which all adds up to a program 
that can be specifically tailored to each of its students’ 
interests and career goals. The main draw of the college 
is its rigorous dedication to its students’ professional 
development, which it advances through numerous 
networking opportunities and professional workshops.

“I just transferred to UL last fall, and I’ve loved my 
experience so far. There’s so many great events constantly 
going on to help students during their time in college. I 
also have really enjoyed having professors I know I can 
count on if I ever need any additional help,” said Allie 
Doss, a marketing major.

The biggest of these events is Moody Business Week, 
a free week-long conference that invites students to 
attend panels and workshops that will help them discover 
their professional identities and make connections with 
many names in the business world. Unfortunately, 2020’s 
conference was cancelled with due to the COVID-19 
outbreak.

The college also offers Business Internships that allow 
students to gain on-the-job experience while also earning 
credits towards their degrees. They employ students within 
dozens of local businesses relevant to their area of study, 
and new businesses join the program constantly, making it 
nearly impossible for a student not to find a place relevant 
to their area of study.

COLLEGE OF 
BUSINESS

Best in Business

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo  // Andre Broussard

Geralyn McClure 
Franklin, Ph.D.
Dean of The College of Business

“The main draw of the college is its 
rigorous dedication to its students’ 
professional development, which 

it advances through numerous 
networking opportunities and 

professional workshops.”

“The focus of the Moody College of Business is to 
be recognized as a leader in developing ethically 
responsible professionals and scholars who 
positively impact our region, Louisiana, and the 
global community.”
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COLLEGE OF 
EDUCATION

Learning Today, 
Teaching Tomorrow

Story  // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo // Carstens McConville

Nathan Roberts, J.D., Ph.D.

The College of Education is built on three pillars: Teaching, 
Scholarship, and Service. Consisting of three departments and 
one school, the college provides Louisiana with the largest 
percentage of its certified teachers.

The Department of Educational Curriculum and Instruction 
is the home of programs that develops the knowledge and skills 
its students will need to educate the next generation, offering 
majors in all fields of instruction, from pre-K to high school. 
These programs not only prepare them for careers as classroom 
instructors, but also administrators, librarians, counselors, and 
many other faculty and staff positions in the Louisiana education 
system.

The Department of Counselor Education extends to the 
foundation laid by an undergraduate with EDCI, offering a 
Master’s in Counselor Education, with concentrations either in 
mental health or school counseling.

The Department of Educational Foundations and Leadership 
focuses on the hands-on nitty gritty of education. The 
department supports its counterparts by instructing students 
in educational foundations, leadership, and various laboratory 
experiences. They pride themselves on staying at the forefront of 
educational theory, in order to help its students provide the most 
effective education possible to Louisiana’s youth.

The School of Kinesiology, the largest of unit within the 
college, offers a wide variety of courses for students pursuing 
careers as allied heath professionals. Perennially concerned 
with motion, both within the human body and between human 
bodies, the program’s coursework is a mixture of classroom 
activities and and experiential learning. 

Graduates from the program have the opportunity to work 
in a variety of heath and wellness occupations, such as athletic 
trainers, physical education instructors, occupational therapists, 
and pharmaceutical sales.

The College of Education also concerns itself with a variety 
of Children and Family enrichment opportunities, including the 
Center for Gifted Children, the Center for Innovative learning 
and Assessment Technology, and the Clinic for Counseling 
and Personal Development, which provide supplemental 
programming for Gifted students, STEM students, and those 
seeking counseling or therapy, respectively.

“The College of Education is a global leader 
in educational change through our advocacy, 
collaboration, and innovation,” 

Dean of The College of Education
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COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING

Global Impact
From machinery to chemistry to transportation, 

the College of Engineering dedicates itself to shaping its 
students into the creators of the future. However, that’s not 
all they do.

Acting as a technical resource for the industrial and 
business community, the college allows its students to be 
participants in the industry before obtaining their diploma. 
Emphasizing hands-on experience and high-level problem 
solving, the degrees they offer are notorious for their 
difficulty and intensity. However, students soon discover 
that though the courseload is high, there are many resources 

available to them to ensure their academic success. 2020 
more than any other year needed the ingenuity of these 
students.

The college of engineering’s focus is to inspire their 
students to make discoveries and do work that makes a 
lasting global impact.  They strive to educate new leaders 
who will change the world. Students are challenged to think 
their way through and around challenges with a Ragin’ spirit 
set on making the world a better place. 

Faced with the global outbreak of COVID-19, led by 
Mechanical Engineering Instructor Yasmeen Qudsi, a group 
of students and faculty have been working tirelessly to 
create face shields for the Lafayette General Health System, 
using laminate sheeting as an alternative to the customary 
but unavailable transparent plastic. 

These creations have proven vital to the continued 
health and success of the healthcare workers on the front 
lines of fighting the virus.

This is just one of dozens of examples of engineering 
students putting their knowledge and know-how to the 
test. One of their most famous projects is Engineering 
and Technology Week, where they open Madison Hall to 
thousands of visitors, many of them high schoolers, to give 
them a glimpse of what they’re working on.

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shleby Muffoletto
Photo // Andre Broussard

The College of Engineering students, 
faculty and staff faculty don’t just 

look at ways to solve problems, they 
work to identify them.

Ahmed Khattab, Ph.D.
Interim Dean of Engineering
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COLLEGE OF
 LIBERAL ARTS

Crafting universal 
capabilities.

Among the most highly valued skills in the job market and 
in the constantly changing world are the art of oral and written 
communication, a keen sense of critical analysis and reasoning 
and the ability to employ creative ways to solve problems. 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s liberal arts 
program focuses on how to operate a very special piece of 
machinery: your mind. Faculty in the college helps students 
improve judgment, historical perspective, the ability to reason 
and the art of communication. These four skills are more 
necessary than ever to meet the challenges of the future.

The most diverse college at UL, the College of Liberal 
Arts finds its home on all five floors of H. L. Griffin Hall and 
offers degrees in a wide variety of disciplines in the Behavioral 
Sciences, Communication, Humanities, and History. Dedicated 
to developing its students’ technical, intellectual, and creative 
thinking skills that will prepare them for a wide variety of future 
careers. 

According to the college webpage, “Each curriculum is 
based on research and teaching opportunities that span the 
diversity of the college and present a perspective of the past, 
an understanding of the present, and the flexibility to face the 
challenges of the future.” With such a rich scope of education, 
its no wonder the college draws the most students of any at the 
university.

Aside from their academic offerings, the College of Liberal 
Arts sponsors dozens of organizations that enrich its student’s 
educational experience; Modern Language clubs such as 
Francophone and Spanish Club, psychology and mental health 
resources like NAMI on Campus and Actively Moving Forward, 
and Honors Societies dedicated to all disciplines of study. The 
college also sponsors various centers that any UL student can 
take advantage of, such as the Writing Center on the first floor 
of H. L. Griffin Hall, where any essay can be proofread and 
edited by volunteer students and faculty.

Jordan Kellman, Ph.D.

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo // Andre Broussard

“These skills are becoming the only 
compass our graduates will have to 
navigate the changing professional 
landscape,” Jordan Kellman said. 

Dean for the College of Liberal Arts
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The College of Nursing & Allied Health Professionals 
provides the hospitals, nursing homes and rehabilitation clinics 
of Louisiana with health care workers of the highest caliber. 

The Department of Nursing at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette is a nationally recognized leader in nursing 
education. 

The Nursing program at UL Lafayette was ranked among 
the country’s best in the U.S. News & World Report’s 2019 
edition of “Best Colleges.” 

With degrees ranging from hands-on Nursing to Health 
Information Management and Health Services Administration, 
those seeking careers in any kind of healthcare profession can 
find a degree program perfect for their interests.

The College is all about community. While honing their 
skills, nursing students have the opportunity to join Living-

Learning Communities; residencies specific to nursing majors 
where they can meet and make friends with others in their 
field. Additionally, the LLC hosts numerous events throughout 
the year aimed at expanding its members’ networks into the 
professional sphere and enriching their education through 
panels, presentations, and tours.

To enhance the hands-on nature of the nursing curriculum, 
the college allows access to the Simulation and Learning Labs; 
mock hospital floors that give Nursing students the opportunity 
to perfect their technique in Critical Care, Maternity, and 
Health Promotion subskills. 

The labs are state of the art and overseen by a well-
educated staff ready to lend whatever help is necessary for 
each individual student’s learning process. “Not only will our 
simulation experiences help with your clinical skills,” the lab’s 
webpage says, “It will help you gain experience and confidence 
in communication, critical thinking and leadership.”

With undergraduate, master’s and doctoral programs in 
nursing, the Department of Nursing will have opportunities for 
any nursing professionals.

Faculty in the Department of Nursing seek to promote, 
expand and validate scientific knowledge and evidence-based 
practice to advance health. The department provides an 
atmosphere of scholarly inquiry, an appreciation of professional 
values, inter-professional collaboration and active community 
service.

COLLEGE OF 
NURSING

Prepare For Success

 “The focus of the faculty in the College 
of Nursing and Allied Health Professions 
is to prepare the graduates of our nursing 
and health professions programs to assume 
leadership roles in promoting innovation 
and improving quality in health care.”

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo // Andre Broussard

Dr. Melinda Oberleitner,
RN, DNS, APRN, CNS
Dean of The College of Nursing

The Nursing program at UL Lafayette was 
ranked among the country’s best in the 

U.S. News & World Report’s 2019 edition 
of “Best Colleges.”
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COLLEGE OF 
SCIENCES

Discover the 
possibilities

The Ray P. Authement College of Sciences at UL Lafayette 
brings faculty and students together who are passionate about 
exploration and discovery. 

At the College of Sciences, faculty encourage 
collaboration and independent thinking, so stu-dents can find 
ways to better understand, explain and positively impact the 
world.

At UL Lafayette, accomplished faculty and next-
generation scientists conduct groundbreaking research side-
by-side.

    The College of Sciences offers graduate and 
undergraduate degrees in biology, chemistry, computer 
science, environmental science, geology, informatics, 
mathematics and physics with a range of concentrations and 
specializations.

With so many degree programs, the College of Sciences 
attracts students of all types who share a love for the 
advancement of knowledge and research into the building 
blocks of the universe. With 1,804 students enrolled in 
2020, the college has grown from a subset of the College of 
Liberal Arts in 1974 to a nationally recognized program that 
contributes 75% of the university’s Ph.D. stu-dents.

Its success comes from its mission statement, which is “To 
serve our students, the citizens of Louisiana, the nation, and 
the world, through innovative and stimulating educational 
experiences and compelling research initiatives that create 
knowledge, deepen our basic understanding of the world 
around us, further economic development, and enhance 
quality of life.”

To do this, the college focuses on three target areas: 
Research Excellence, Education Quality, and Visibility and 
Outreach.

In order to support students in this mission, the college 
has numerous resources available to its students, ranging 
from in-house grants to a “Finding Funding” database where 
students can search nationally for project sponsors. 

The College of Sciences also hosts over a dozen centers 
where its students can meet and work with like-minded 
colleagues on mutually interesting projects. The sheer 
number of options makes it so every student, no matter their 
discipline or interest, can find something fulfilling to explore.

Dean of The College of The Sciences

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo // Carstens McConville

Azmy S. Ackleh, Ph.D
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Graduate students are a vital part of the community of 
scholars at UL, where we strive to create an environment that 
promotes scientific inquiry and stimulates the creative process. 
The Graduate school believes that William Butler Yeats was 
absolutely correct when he stated that “Education is not the 
filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.” 

The Graduate School encourages students to take a closer 
look at the graduate degree programs and learn how UL can help 
nurture the fire that burns inside of them. 

The academic colleges offer a substantial variety of both 
master’s and doctoral-level degree programs aimed at preparing 
the next generation of scholars, researchers, practitioners and 
leaders in both the private and public sector. 

For Bachelor’s Degree holders (whether they be Ragin’ 
Cajuns or not) eager to continue their education, UL’s Graduate 
School offers Master’s, Doctorate, and Graduate Certificate 
programs in dozens of academic fields - be they Arts, Business, 
or Sciences.

The Graduate School requires a high degree of academic 
excellence from its students, —a 2.75 to pursue a Master’s and 
a 3.0 for a Ph.D. Though the school acknowledges that grades 
aren’t everything, basing admissions on the entirety of a student’s 
portfolio.

Aside from providing a curriculum that prides itself on 
tailoring itself to each individual student’s goals and interests, 
the program offers many things to further supplement a grad 
student’s journey towards success. These include a Dissertation 
Boot Camp for Doctorate students and automatic membership 
to the Graduate Student Organization, a representative body 
dedicated to advocacy, funding, and communication for its 
member students.

In 2020, the Graduate School introduced the Statistical 
Consulting Center, which provides students with individual 
support from a statistician for all phases of thesis, dissertation, 
and project research. The Center’s aim is to help students ask 
the right questions for their research, and leave with a clearer 
understanding of what data they’ll need to answer it.

“The idea is to help students graduate by providing statistical 
support to their research. To formulate their problems in 
statistical terms, planning their study, formulating questions, and 
gathering supporting evidence.” says Associate Professor Calvin 
Berry, director of the Center.

“Your future is our focus. Graduate education, 
especially that provided by our public institutions, 
produces ground-breaking research that transforms 
us and our communities. It prepares educators, 
entrepreneurs, artists, and innovators to become the 
knowledge producers and intellectual leaders that will 
move us forward individually and collectively. It fuels 
economic development and innovation. The value 
and responsibility of graduate education—to our 
students, our city, our state, our nation, our world—
has never been more important.”

Story  // Aaron Gonsouin and Shelby Muffoletto
Photo // Andre Broussard

Mary Farmer-Kaiser, PhD

Further Your Future 
Education

 “We help nurture the fire that 
burns inside of students.”

Dean of Graduate School

GRADUATE
SCHOOL
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Jamie Hebert, Ph.D, is provost and vice 
president of Academic Affairs.  

He joined the university administration 
in July 2018. He is responsible for the general 
direction of UL Lafayette’s instruction, 
research, and outreach activities. He 
coordinates Academic Affairs, Student Affairs, 
Research, Advancement and Administration. 
One of his duties is recruiting faculty 
members. 

Prior to joining the UL Lafayette 
administration, Hebert served as president 
of Georgia Southern University and was 
previously the Sam Houston State University 
provost and vice president of academic affairs.

An Abbeville, native, Hebert holds a 
bachelor’s, a master’s, and a doctorate – all in 
statistics – from UL Lafayette. He received 
his bachelor’s in 1986, masters in 1988, and 
doctorate in 1990.

John Blohm serves as vice president for 
University Advancement. Before coming to 
the university, Blohm attended college in 
Michigan. He then held leadership roles at 
several universities including the University 
of Arkansas, the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Emory University, and the 
University of Florida. 

He works closely with the university 
president  to maximize fundraising 
opportunities and manage relationships with 
alumni, as well as engage with the community. 
“It is very rewarding to see the joy our friends 
and alumni receive when making philanthropic 
gifts to the University,” Blohm said. “Plus, 
the people we enjoy meeting, alumni and 
friends, are without a doubt the nicest group of 
individuals you could ever meet.”

Blohm is also CEO of the UL Lafayette 
Foundation and the university’s liaison with the 
UL Alumni Association. 

Jamie Hebert, Ph.D. John  Blohm

The University of Lousiana at Lafayette’s 
President Joseph Savoie, Ph.D., is the sixth.
president of the university. Prior to his return to his 
alma mater in 2008, Savoie served as Commissioner 
of Higher Education for Louisiana.

Former Governor Kathleen Blanco credits 
Savoie for his work in higher education. “The 
miraculous thing that he was able to accomplish 
was to create a model, a unique model in the U.S. 
at that time, that education is one continuum from 
pre-K through higher education,” Blanco said. 

Savoie served in many roles on the UL Lafayette 
campus, including vice president for University 
Advancement, executive director of the Alumni 
Association, program director for the Union 
Program Council and student government advisor, 
as well as an adjunct assistant professor. 

Savoie holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in education from UL Lafayette and earned a 
Doctor of Education in educational leadership 
and administration from Columbia University’s 
Teachers College in New York. His regional and 
national affiliations include the Southern Regional 
Education Board, the national State Higher 
Education Executive Officers, the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education and the 
American Association of School Administrators. 

His awards and honors include the 2007 CASE 
District IV Chief Executive Leadership Award, 
which was renamed the “Dr. E. Joseph Savoie Chief 
Executive Leadership Award,” the 2004 University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette Outstanding Alumnus 
Award and the 2000 Henry Mason Award, which 
is presented by the Louisiana Chapter of the 
American Association of University Professors. 

Savoie spoke about his love and what UL means 
to him. “Each day, as I walk our campus and talk 
with students, faculty and staff, I grow increasingly 
excited about the strong foundation on which we 
can build,” Savoie said. “UL’s future is inspiring, 
and I look forward to continuing our conversations 
and learning more about ways that together we can 
further advance the university.”

Savoie and his wife, Gail, have a daughter, 
Jennifer, and a son, Adam.

PRESIDENT

Joseph Savoie, Ph.D.

Vice Presdient of Academic Affairs Vice President for University 
Advancement

VICE PRESIDENTS
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Ramesh 
Kolluru, Ph.D

Jerry Luke 
LeBlanc

Patricia 
Cottonham

Ramesh Kolluru, Ph.D. is vice 
president for Research, Innovation 
and Economic Development at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. 
In this role, he drives the University’s 
transition to a top-tier, modern 
research university — one that is 
committed to research for a reason — 
through expertise, scholarship, and 
innovation. 

His leadership efforts include 
stimulating activities related to 
sponsored research, doctoral 
programs, technology transfer, 
corporate and governmental relations, 
and economic development. 

Additionally, he oversees 
operations of the University Research 
Park, as well as various research 
centers and institutes at UL Lafayette.

Jerry Luke LeBlanc is UL 
Lafayette’s vice president for 
Administration and Finance. 
LeBlanc served as Louisiana 
Commissioner of Administration 
from 2004 to 2008 where he 
was responsible for the state’s 
administrative and financial 
operations. 

Prior to his service as 
Commissioner, LeBlanc was elected 
to five consecutive terms, 1989-
2004, in the Louisiana House of 
Representatives, representing 
District 45 based in Lafayette.

Pat Cottonham serves as UL 
Lafayette’s Vice President for Student 
Affairs, but her time with the 
university began in the 1970s as an 
undergraduate of speech pathology 
and audiology. Since then, Cottonham 
has held the positions of financial aid 
counselor, director of the Financial 
Aid Office, associate dean of students, 
director of Greek Life, and finally, 
interim dean of students in 2009. 

“I see students at their best and at 
their worst and use every opportunity 
to help them succeed and realize 
their goals and dreams,” Cottonham 
said.  

“It is an honor to be a part of a 
student’s journey and growth from 
their freshman year to graduation and 
beyond.”

DeWayne Bowie, Ph.D., serves as UL 
Lafayette’s Vice President for Enrollment 
Management. He was previously Director 
of Financial Aid and University Registrar, 
a position he held for 8 years before his 
promotion. In his current position, Bowie 
directs several offices such as Financial Aid, 
Undergraduate Admissions, New Student 
Orientation and others. He also oversees 
recruitment and retention for the university.

He is also the chair and a founding 
member of the University Ring Committee. 

Bowie is an alumnus of UL Lafayette where 
he earned a bachelor’s and MBA of Computer 
Science. At LSU, Bowie earned a doctorate in 
Educational Leadership and Research. 

“The biggest reward is helping to make the 
dreams of thousands of students come true. 
I see our role of training and developing the 
future leaders of our nation and world.” 

Taniecea Arceneaux Mallery, Ph.D., 
currently serves as the executive director of 
strategic initiative at UL. In this role, she is 
responsible for fostering diversity among 
students, faculty and staff, as well as ensuring 
that underrepresented groups have equal 
access to educational opportunities and 
resources. 

 Prior to joining UL Lafayette, she worked 
as a senior diversity research specialist in the 
Diversity Policy and Programs unit at the 
Association of American Medical Colleges in 
Washington, D.C.  

She has also completed a postdoctoral 
research fellowship in the Center for Statistical 
Research and Methodology at the U.S. Census 
Bureau.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from Loyola University New 
Orleans, as well as a master’s degree and Ph.D. 
in applied and computational mathematics 
from Princeton University.

DeWayne Bowie, Ph.D. Taniecea Arceneaux 
Mallery, Ph.D.

Vice President 
for Enrollment Management

Executive Director of Strategic 
Initiative

Vice President 
for Administration 
and Finance

Vice President for 
Student Affairs

VICE PRESIDENTS VICE PRESIDENTS

Vice President for 
Research, Innovation 
and Economic 
Development
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Football
Volleyball
Soccer
Ragin’ Jazz
Basketball
Track
Tennis
Softball
Baseball
Coach Robe 
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This season, the Ragin’ Cajuns had their greatest season to date – 
accounting for 11 wins and an incredible bowl win over Miami (Ohio).

Opening the 2019-2020 season in the Mercedes Benz Superdome, 
the atmosphere was electric as the Cajuns battled the Mississippi State 
Bulldogs. In a hard fought 38-28 loss, fans knew immediately the Cajuns 
were due for a historic season after giving an SEC powerhouse a run for 
their money. Following the season opening loss, the Cajuns went on to 
lose only one regular season game all season – coming against Sun Belt 
rival, Appalachian State.

Stud quarterback, Levi Lewis, led the team through the air with an 
efficient 65% completion percentage along with 26 touchdowns. Not to 
mention his ability to escape the pocket and gain yards rushing – Lewis 
also produced 3 rushing touchdowns.

Ja’Marcus Bradley, Lewis’ go to guy and leading receiver on the 
Cajuns squad, finished the season with 60 receptions, 10 touchdowns 
and 900 yards receiving. One of the most efficient receivers in the 
conference, Bradley surely ended his senior season the right way, being 
second in the Sun Belt in receiving yards and third in the conference in 
receiving touchdowns.

Through the run game, the Cajuns flourished with a balanced attack 
of three running backs all season - each eclipsing 800+ yards. Go to 
running back – Elijah Mitchell – finished the season with 1,000+ yards 
rushing and an incredible 16 touchdowns Redshirt junior Trey Ragas 
was second in rushing touchdowns with a whopping 11 touchdowns in 
13 games played.

The Ragin’ Cajuns scored a total of 42 touchdowns in the 2019-2020 
season while holding opponents to only 21 touchdowns. The defense 
held their own and in turn it made the offenses job much simpler. The 
balance of star studded talent on both the offensive and defensive end of 
the field left the Ragin’ Cajuns in a good position not only on the field, 
but off the field as well.

 On the recruiting trail, head coach Billy Napier got the job done as 
he led the Cajuns to the number one recruiting class in the entire Sun 
Belt. The Louisiana-Lafayette Ragin’ Cajuns are nowhere near their peak 
as Coach Napier is instilling a winning tradition in the bayou state.

CAJUNS 
SEE 11-WIN
SEASON 

Story // Zachary Nagy 
Photos // James Mays
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UL began the season in The DoubleTree Classic held in Earl K. Long 
Gym; the Ragin’ Cajuns, unfortunately, did not begin their season as they 
had hoped, losing to Incarnate Wood 0-3, UTEP 0-3, and Tulane 0-3. 
Shortly after these losses, Louisiana participated in the Sawyer Camillo 
Memorial Classic. With a home-court advantage, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
defeated McNeese 3-2, Eastern Michigan 3-0 and Florida A&M 3-1. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns then swept Southern Miss 3-0,  expanding their 
winning streak to four. For four straight games, Louisiana also hit 
anywhere from .200 to the .245 mark. 

With  six losses in both the Oklahoma Invitational and the Gators 
Invitational, Louisiana women’s volleyball had hit a rough patch. A bright 
spot during the tournament was Avery Breaux was chosen to represent 
Louisiana on the all-tournament team. 

To begin the Sun Belt Conference, the Ragin’ Cajuns took another 
loss against Texas State 1-3. The team attacked right back with a strong 
3-1 win against UT Arlington. 

After a few losses following the UT Arlington game, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns dominated in both offense and defense for another four-game 
win streak against Georgia Southern 3-1, Georgia State 3-0, Little Rock, 
and Arkansas State 3-0. These victories put the Cajuns in second place 
for the Sunbelt Conference. After claiming these wins, UT Arlington 
came back to play their second game against Louisiana in the Sun Belt 
Conference play. This game resulted in a five-match fight between the 
Mavericks and the Ragin’ Cajuns with the Ragin’ Cajuns falling short 2-3. 

In a pursuit to snap their losing streak, Louisiana fought hard to 
claim five straight games in a row against Texas State 3-2, ULM hosted in 
Monroe 3-1, ULM hosted in Lafayette 3-0, Arkansas State 3-1 and Little 
Rock 3-0. The Ragin’ Cajun’s last game before the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament against Little Rock was a huge win for junior Hallie 
Wisnoskie and Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot, head coach of the Louisiana 
women’s volleyball team. Wisnoskie recorded 1,000 collegiate kills for 
her career. Head Coach Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot earned 400 career 
wins as a collegiate head coach.

After a road trip to San Marcos, Texas, for the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament, the Ragin’ Cajuns ended their season in a hard-fought loss 
against Arkansas State 2-3. Unfortunately, Louisiana didn’t earn a spot in 
the next round of the Sun Belt Tournament. 

As the season ended for the Ragin’ Cajuns, they finished their fight 
with an overall record of 14-16, but they eaned a winning conference 
campaign with a record of 10-6.

HOLDING 
SERVE

Photo // James Mays
Story // Olivia Beauvais
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After going 3-12-3 last season as well as seeing long-tenured 
head soccer coach Scot Wieland resign, Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
soccer team saw great improvements, going 9-8-3, eventually losing 
in the Sun Belt Championships to Arkansas State.

Before the season started, the Cajuns welcomed their new head 
coach, Lance Key on Dec. 18, 2018. Key said in only a short amount 
of time spent with them, that anyone can see the exciting direction 
of Louisiana Athletics, the soccer program and the surrounding 
campus and community. 

Though the Cajuns started off slow, earning their first victory 
in a 2-0 victory against Chicago state, Louisiana would go on to 
post a 5-2-2 record over the next nine contests against Southern, 
Sam Houston State, Nicholls, Northwestern State, South Alabama, 
Arkansas State, Little Rock, App State, and Coastal Carolina.          
Louisiana would then finish the season 2-3 but earned a spot in the 
SBC championship, losing 0-1 to the Red Wolves, ending their run 
under Key in his first year.

Ready for the 2020 season, the Cajuns were denied the            
opportunity to showcase their skills due to coronavirus. The team’s 
full of experienced juniors and seniors were ready to take the Sun 
Belt Conference by storm only to have their hearts crushed by the     
cancelling of the 2020 season. 

Along with an excellent recruiting class coming in for next 
season, Coach Key added assistant coach Cheyenne Spade to their 
arsenal of talented coaches. “Cheyenne’s impact on our program 
will be immediate and significant. Her competitive experiences as 
a collegiate student-athlete will immediately translate to the young 
women in our program,” Key said. “Her time playing professionally 
in Europe will provide additional insight and opportunities to learn 
for our student-athletes with ambition to play beyond the NCAA.” 
Key also mentions how Spade will also help in the recruiting battle 
stating, “Our priority in recruiting, whether staff or student-ath-
letes, is to identify the right fit to move our program forward with 
human beings of great substance and character,” said Key. “We 
believe Cheyenne’s contributions to our culture will be tremendous, 
and we are thrilled to add her to our family.” 

With a fully revamped roster and addition of Coach Spade for 
next season, our Ragin’ Cajuns will be poised to redeem themselves 
of this stolen season. 

RAGIN’ CAJUNS
SOCCER SQUAD
SHOWS FLASHES

Story // Aaron Gonsoulin and Zachary Nagy
Photos // James Mays
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s official dance team, 
Louisiana Ragin’ Jazz have a significant role in Louisiana athletics 
and are part of the campus spirit program.

A few academic requirements of eligibility to be a Ragin’ 
Cajun Jazz member are that each team member must be a full-
time student in the fall and spring semesters (minimum of 
12 hours each semester), maintain high academic amd social 
standards and have at least a 2.0 GPA for the current semester.

Tryout technique requirements for the dance squad require 
the ability to properly perform a pirouette (triple and quad), 
variety of leaps (grand jetes, straddles, switch leaps, turning disc, 
calypso, etc.), a la seconde turns (and fouette turns), pique and 
chaine turns, grand battements and fan kicks and tilts. Though 
this does not guarantee a spot on the team, it is required. 

This dance team consists of 19 dancers who promote 
Louisiana’s football, men’s and women’s basketball, baseball, 
volleyball and soccer teams from home and away. Not only 
do these women and men dance at sporting events, but they 
also perform at pep rallies, parades and other university events 
throughout Acadiana. As committed members of the team, these 
college students dedicate around 20 hours per week practicing 
and performing from June to May.

Every year, the Ragin’ Jazz team performs in Orlando, 
Florida, for the UDA Collegiate National Championship. For the 
2020 competition, the Cajuns placed 10th in the nation in the 
Division IA Hip Hop Category. 

This season, one member of the Ragin’ Cajun Jazz team was 
chosen each month based on their hard work, performance and 
attitude to be the MVP of the squad. Ally Bordelon for August, 
Angelle Martin for September, Keke Williams for October, 
Lauren Landry for November, Lauryn Menard for December 
and Victoria Richard for January were all chosen to represent the 
team. 

Though this squads’ passion is showing their love for spirit 
and dance, they also come together in community service, public 
appearances and charitable events. The team appears at the 
Games of Acadiana Survivors Walk, The Big Event, Kids Day at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and the New Orleans 
Bowl Parade. 

KEEPING IT 
JAZZY

Story // Olivia Beauvais
Photos // James Mays



12
3



The Ragin’ Cajuns cheer squad kicked off the 2019-20 
year with an exciting time at the UCA cheer camp for four 
days learning about bonding, growth and development. This 
camp is known all around the country as one of, if not the 
best cheer camps to sharpen your skills for the upcoming 
sporting events.

For most of our cheer squad, it was their first time being 
able to perform in the Mercedes-Benz Superdome on Aug. 
31 against the Mississippi State Bulldogs in the Louisiana-
Lafayette football squad’s season opener. This was an 
exciting moment for our young cheer squad as they got to 
show their talent under the brightest of lights. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns cheer squad helped inspire the 
football team to their best season yet, going 11-3, cheering 
them onto victory each game day.

Our cheer squad stays busy as they not only pepped up 
the football fans, but also helped pack the Cajundome for 
men’s and women’s season openers throughout October.  

Following the 2019-20 football season, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
cheerleaders held their Nationals Showcase in E.K. Long 
gym where they exhibited their exciting new cheers for this 
year’s upcoming UCA nationals. 

Before departing for UCA Nationals, Head Football 
Coach Billy Napier dropped by one of the Cajuns’ cheer 
practices in order to bless the boys and girls with some wise 
words of encouragement and wisdom. 

Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Cheerleading competes on the 
national level at the UCA Collegiate National Championship 
in Orlando, FL. each year. In this year’s 2020 competition, 
the team finished 14th in the nation in the Division IA Co-
Ed.

The city of Lafayette appreciates each and every thing 
the Ragin’ Cajuns cheerleading team does as they also serve 
as energetic ambassadors to the University through their 
contribution to the community in the form of pep rallies, 
community service, as well as charity events. 

FIGHT ON 
TO VICTORY

Story // Zachary Nagy
Photos // James Mays
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The Ragin’ Cajun women’s basketball team had a strong season that 
unfortunately came to an end because of the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
finished the season with a 19-12 overall record and a 10-8 conference mark. 
Ty’Reona Doucet led the team with 366 overall points, averaging 12.4-12.6 
points per game. 

The team began their season with a three-game winning streak against 
Mississippi College, Spring Hill College and Loyola in New Orleans. These 
games were followed by a tough 73-77 loss against Sam Houston State.   

The Ragin’ Cajuns fought back with a strong force against McNeese State, 
Southeastern Louisiana, New Orleans, Lamar and Xavier Louisiana. This five-
game winning streak gave the Cajuns confidence to go forward; however, they 
did suffer losses in the next two games against North Texas and Mississippi 
State. 

The remainder of the regular season seemed to be a rollercoaster ride for the 
women of the Ragin’ Cajun basketball team. A 52-43 win against Ole Miss, 54-
65 loss against Jackson State, 75-65 win against Georgia State and a 67-83 loss 
against Georgia Southern foreshadowed the rest of the season. 

With only two wins back to back against South Alabama and Troy, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns fell short against UTA. Another three wins proceeded against 
Texas State, Arkansas State and ULM. 

In the battle against ULM, however, Ty’Reona Doucet posted double-
doubles with 17 scored points and 11 rebounds, leading her team to victory. 
While momentum was gained from these big wins, a four-game losing streak 
quickly followed. Little Rock, South Alabama, Troy and Georgia Southern 
defeated the Ragin’ Cajuns on their home court for three out of the four games. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns took home three consecutive wins against Georgia 
Southern, ULM and Appalachian State. Against Georgia Southern, Jomyra 
Mathis scored a career-high of 18 points while Skylar Goodwin had her first 
career double-double with 11 points and 11 rebounds. 

The next two games were losses against Coastal Carolina and UTA, and the 
team concluded the regular season with a 70-64 win against Texas State, leaving 
them with a No. 4 spot in the Sun Belt Conference Championship tournament 
in New Orleans.

In the first round of the Sun Belt, the Cajuns secured  a 81-64 dominating 
win  against No. 9 seed, Georgia Southern. Doucet earned a spot on the Sun 
Belt All-Conference Second Team, becoming the twelfth player in program 
history to be recognized as an All-Conference player.  A close 49-46 win in the 
quarterfinals against Little Rock put them in place to face Troy in the semifinals.

Shortly after, the remainder of the season was cancelled, as well as all other 
sports at UL due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We are all disappointed with the sudden end to our season, but we 
understand the importance of prioritizing the health and wellness of our 
student-athletes, coaches and fans,’ said Head Coach Garry Brodhead. “While it 
was not the ending we had hoped for, our staff is extremely proud of what this 
team was able to accomplish this season, both on and off the court. 

PROMISE
UNFULFILLED 

Story // Olivia Beauvais
Photos // James Mays
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The Ragin’ Cajuns basketball squad, led by Jalen Johnson and 
Mylik Wilson, is ready to silence doubters after a mediocre 2019-20 
season.

Star forward Jalen Johnson averaged 15.5 points per game along 
with 6.7 rebounds while true-freshman Mylik Wilson averaged an 
efficient 11.6 points, 5.7 rebounds and 2.4 steals per game for the 
Cajuns.

Wilson, the Sun Belt Conference Freshman of the Year, saw 
crucial minutes down the stretch of the season as the Ragin’ Cajuns 
suffered from an injury-riddled roster. A consensus three-star 
prospect on most major recruiting sites, Wilson lived up to the hype 
and then some in his freshman campaign, as he led the Cajuns in 
minutes played this year at an impressive 34 minutes per game. In 
early January, Wilson had an 18-point, 13-rebound explosion in a win 
against Troy, putting his name on the map.  He followed his stellar 
night with a career-high 30 points in a victory at Appalachian State.

A portion of Wilson’s success can be due to the off-court 
mentorship by guard Cedric Russell. A junior now for the Cajuns, 
Russell has really encompassed the role as one of the leaders on this 
squad.

“I was just telling one of my past teammates, ‘Time flies, man.’ 
I remember my first day I was here. And now I’m one of the Bryce 
Washington’s or Johnathan Stoves.”

Russell is known for leading by example, as he is not the most 
vocal guy in the locker room.  After averaging 14 points per game 
in 32 starts for the Cajuns this season, it is safe to say we will see an 
extraordinary senior campaign from Russell in 2020-21. Learning 
from your predecessors is one of the greatest ways to master your 
craft and all the young men on the floor know they can look to Cedric 
— along with Saint Louis transfer Jalen Johnson — for that guidance.

Johnson, in his first year of eligibility for the Cajuns after fulfilling 
his one-year transfer restriction, has also accepted the leadership role 
given to him and Russell.

“My leadership is what I pride myself on most when it comes 
down to it,” Johnson stated in a recent interview. “Being able to 
mentor our young guys and take control of the situation is what I 
have been working on outside of weights and basketball work.”

Johnson led the Cajuns in scoring this season while being the 
focal point of the defense night in and night out.

 After a disappointing 2019-20 season going 14-19 (8-12 in 
conference play), the Ragin’ Cajuns look to have their eyes set on 
huge goals for the 2020-21 season.

LOOKING TO 
THE FUTURE

Story //  Zachary Nagy
Photos // James Mays
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Due to COVID-19, the Ragin’ Cajuns Track and Field team 
only competed in their indoor meets. Louisiana was set to start 
their outdoor season on March 14 before the cancellation of sports. 

The opening indoor meet took place on Jan. 10 at LSU. Notable 
performances included second place in men’s weight throw, triple 
jump and men’s and women’s 4x400 meter relay. 

The next meet took Louisiana a little farther from home. The 
team competed in the Ted Nelson Invitational at Texas A&M. As a 
team, the Ragin’ Cajuns finished with 20 top-five placements. 
First place wins for the men came from Rylan Theyard in the high 
jump, Dominique Williams in the weight throw and Cole Courtois 
in pole vaulting. For the female Ragin’ Cajuns, Emoni Coleman 
placed first in the 800-meter race. 

Coming off of success at A&M Louisiana went on to the 
Fastrak Collegiate Invitational on Jan. 25. A school record for the 
indoor 60-meter hurdles was made by Yves Cherubin. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns also placed 22 players in the top-five for the events of that 
day.

On Jan. 31, Louisiana was booked. The team first competed at 
McNeese where they got 14 top-three finishes. On the same day, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns participated in the Houston G5 and Super 22 
Invitational. At this event, the women of Louisiana took first in 
pole vaulting, while the men claimed it in the triple jump. 

Louisiana had a short break before coming back on Feb. 14 
and competing in the Samford Invitational. Williams continued to 
prove his worth as he placed first in the weight throw once again. 

The season ended with the Sun Belt Conference Indoor 
Championships as outdoor season never got underway. During the 
first day of the competition, there were 16 top-five finishes for the 
team overall. Shaquille Singuineau and Chandler Mixon placed the 
highest for the Ragin’ Cajuns collectively. Singuineau in the shot 
put and Mixon in the pole vault both earned second place. 

For the second day, In the championship tournament, the 
men ended fourth overall while the women ended ninth. The men 
earned 87.5 points for this place, while the women’s team scored 
31 points. Individually, Williams, Mixon, Cherubin and Coleman 
received All-Sun Belt Conference accolades. Coleman was part of 
the women’s 4x400-meter relay team that broke a nearly 25-year 
school record.  

CAJUNS EXCEL 
AT INDOOR 
MEETS

Story // Madelyn Myer
Photos // ULL Sports Information
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RAGIN’ GOLF 
DISPLAYS GRIT

The Ragin’ Cajuns golf season started in September 
and ended in February due to COVID-19. The first 
matches were on Sep. 16 and 17 as part of the Lone Star 
Invitational. Louisiana ended their first tournament in 
ninth place.

Louisiana then partook in the Graeme McDowell 
Invitational. They ended the tournament with a tie 
for sixth place. Following this impressive early play, 
Head Coach Theo Sliman said some words to Athletic 
Communications. 

“Very proud and impressed with the team’s grit 
and determination that they displayed in today’s final 
round. After yesterday’s 36-hole performance, we 
found ourselves with our backs up against the wall, and 
stepped up and collectively put together a solid final 
round that was direly needed. There is a strong belief in 
the talent level amongst this program and today’s final 
round validated that,” Sliman said. 

Standing out was Jack Tolson, who finished with 
his second top-20 finish of the season. Coach Sliman 
spoke on Tolson’s performance. “Saw some maturity 
and leadership out of Jack for the second week in a 
row. Jack has displayed a disciplined mindset and that 
is something you expect out of your senior leadership. 
He had adversity hit him during the round, yet he 
was able to persevere and find himself with a top-15 
performance,” Sliman said. 

Their next tournament in October ended with an 
overall place of 12th. However, the first match of the 
series, Louisiana was as high as seventh. In seventh 
place, they finished the course with a score of 305, just 
three strokes behind sixth place. 

In their midway point of the season, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns competed in the Hoakalei CC Invitational. 
After a rough first game from Micah Goulas, he came 
back in the next game with one of his best rounds. As a 
team, Louisiana finished in 16th. 

The season took a break from November till the 
second week of February. The Ragin’ Cajuns came 
back in the Mobile Sports Authority Intercollegiate 
tournament. Louisiana did not miss a beat as they 
finished in eighth place. Tolson who took charge to 
push Louisiana’s placing. 

In the All-American Intercollegiate, the Ragin’ 
Cajuns finished fourth, their best place of the entire 
season. The first match ended in a tie for second, while 
the second was a tie for fifth. Again it was Tolson 
leading the way as he recorded his third career top-10 
finish. 

The last two matches were at the end of February 
as part of the Border Olympics. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
finished the tournament in 11th place. Prior to 
COVID-19, there were three tournaments remaining 
before the Sun Belt Championships would have started.

Story //  Madelyn Myer
Photos // ULL Sports Information
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MEN’S TENNIS BATTLES 
FOR 13-3 RECORD

The Ragin’ Cajuns men’s and women’s tennis 
teams both had successful seasons. Unfortunately, 
both seasons were cut short due to COVID-19. 
Nevertheless, the games the teams did play made an 
impact.

For the men, they started their season off with 
several tournaments in late 2019, including the 
Southern Regionals and USTA Futures to name a 
few. Their 2020 games started with their 6-1 win 
against West Florida on Jan. 7. Louisiana won two 
out of three for doubles play and five out of six in 
singles. They then had two back to back games 
against Florida A & M, winning both. On Jan. 11 
they recorded their first loss of the season after losing 
against Florida State 2-5. 

Louisiana came back with a vengeance and went 
on a five-game winning streak following their first 
loss. The team competed against the likes of Alcorn 
State, Prairie View A & M, Texas A & M Corpus 
Christi and Rice. 

The Ragin’ Cajun’s second loss came on Feb. 9 
when competing against USTA. Five days later, they 
faced Texas A & M Corpus Christi once more and 
won in a 4-0 sweep. Their next win was also a 4-0 
sweep, but this time against Northern Arizona. The 
Ragin’ Cajuns recorded their third and final loss of 
the season on Feb. 24. against Utah State. 

Right after that, Louisiana won two games against 
William Carey successfully ending their season with a 
13-3 record. 
It seems with such a great record, Louisiana was on 
target to make it far in the Sun Belt Championships, 
but due to COVID-19, fans of the team weren’t able 
to find out. 

Leading the men’s team with singles wins was 
Stefan Gazo. He won all seven of his singles matches, 
except for one that went unfinished. 

Story // Madelyn Myer
Photos // UL Sports Information and James Mays
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The Ragin’ Cajuns Men’s and Women’s Tennis 
teams both had successful seasons. Unfortunately, 
both seasons were cut short due to COVID-19. 
Nevertheless, the games the teams did play made 
an impact.

The womens’ team started their season in 
2019 with multiple tournaments. Louisiana 
competed in the Ragin’ Cajuns Classic, Lady 
Demon Invitational and more. 

The team competed in their first game of 
2020 on Jan. 18 against Grambling. The Ragin’ 
Cajuns started their season off with an unbeatable 
force, going on an eight-game win streak. 
Following their win against Grambling, Louisiana 
earned victories against Prairie View A & M, 
Southern, Northwestern State, Incarnate World, 
Southeastern and McNeese State. 

Out of those wins, only three games were not 
sweeps, with Southeastern being that hardest-
fought victory. They started off the day by losing 
the doubles point and first singles match but were 
able to turn it around to get a 4-3 victory. 

Their first loss came on Feb. 23 against UIC. 
Their next game was a quick 4-1 win against 
Chicago State, followed by a 3-4 loss against 
Tulane to cap off their season. Similar to the 
strong performance by the men’s team, the 
women of Ragin’ Cajuns tennis were set up to 
dominate the rest of their season. It’s a shame 
that due to COVID-19 there were not more 
opportunities for them to showcase their talent. 

Clara Mantaux went 7-0 in singles play to lead 
the Ragin’ Cajuns and only two of her matches 
resulted in unfinished. Back in March, Mantaux 
commented on the unfortunate situation with 
COVID-19. 

“It’s very sad, I’m sure I’m not the only one 
that feels that way, but especially because I was a 
senior and it was my last semester playing tennis 
for UL,” Mantaux said.

Story // Madelyn Myer
Photos // Sports Information and Brian Tran
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The Ragin’ Cajuns softball team entered 2020 with high 
expectations and little indication that the squad—ranked 
eighth nationally in January—would not win the conference 
championship, get to participate in post season play or even 
complete the regular season due to the coronavirus pandemic. In 
2020, the Ragin’ Cajuns defeated several ranked teams, including 
LSU, Oklahoma State, Texas, Florida and Ole Miss. The team also 
extended their consecutive conference series wins to 56.

In Head Coach Gerry Glasco’s third season, Louisiana finished 
18-6 (2-1 in Sun Belt). Glasco, the fourth coach in the team’s 
history, has a 111-28 (.799) overall record and a 48-7 (.873) 
conference mark at UL. 

The Cajuns began the season with an 8-game home stand and 
left for their first road trip with a 7-1 record. The team played the 
next 11 games on the road against SEC and Big 12 schools, and 
recorded victories in 7 of those matches. As conference play began, 
Louisiana won two of three games at Coastal Carolina before 
returning home to face Sam Houston State. The Ragin’ Cajuns won 
their next two home games against the Bearcats before the NCAA 
suspended all collegiate athletic games for the rest of the season.

Kaitlyn Alderink, a senior infielder from Texas, led Louisiana 
with a .364 average. She also hit 6 doubles, stole 8 bases and scored 
20 runs. Julie Rawls, a senior outfielder, led the team with 5 home 
runs. She hit .315 with 4 doubles, 18 runs and 18 RBI. Several 
other key contributors to the Ragin’ Cajuns offense included Raina 
O’Neal (.338, 4 HR, 12 RBI, 16 runs, 20 stolen bases), Sarah Hudek 
(.319, 4 HR, 20 RBI, 8 doubles), Melissa Mayeux (.294 4 HR, 19 
RBI) and Bailey Curry (.314 3 HR 12 RBI). On the mound, seniors 
Summer Ellyson and Megan Kleist paced the Cajuns by shutting 
other trams down. Ellyson, a Lafayette native and Teurlings 
Catholic product, pitched 76.1 innings and notched a 11-1 record 
with a 1.83 ERA and 80Ks. Kleist, who came to Louisiana from 
Wisconsin, finished the year with 72.2 innings, a 7-5 record, 2.31 
ERA and 70 Ks.

Louisiana finished the season where it began—with a No. 8 
ranking in the USA Today poll. The Ragin’ Cajuns were ranked 
ahead of Oregon, Alabama and Kentucky. In the past 31 seasons, 
the team has finished with a top-25 ranking 28 times. The team has 
won the Sun Belt Conference 18 out of the past 20 years. The team 
has also made an NCAA Tournament appearance every year since 
2001 and 28 times in the past 30 years.

BRIGHT SEASON  
SUSPENDED

Story // Student Publications
Photos // James Mays and UL Sports Information 14
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The Ragin’ Cajuns baseball team started their season on Feb. 
14 at home against Southeastern. The game was a close 2-3 loss 
and two more losses against Louisiana Tech followed before they 
gained their footing. 

The team played their last game on March 10, resulting in 
a 7-0 win against McNeese State, before the cancelation of the 
remainder of the season due to COVID-19. 

Even though their season was cut short, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
made the most of it. Playing 17 games in total, they ended with 
an overall record of 8-9. Their last three games were all wins 
giving them a three-game win streak before Sun Belt Conference 
play was supposed to occur. 

In March Junior pitcher Brock Batty expressed his 
disappointment in the cancellation of the season. “When it 
happened it was just numb, no one knew what to say. The whole 
world is doing it, not just us, everyone’s in the same boat waiting 
on a statement, but I don’t think anybody really knows how bad 
this is going to be, or how long it’s going to last,” Batty said. 

After the first few losses at the beginning of the season, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns secured their first win of the season on Feb. 18 
against Southeastern. In a 9-6 win against the Lions, Louisiana 
ended the game with 14 walks and 15 strikeouts, as well as 11 
hits.

Following one more loss to Northwestern State and an 
opening match against Sam Houston State, they turned it around 
with their next games. Louisiana won back to back games against 
Sam Houston State on Feb. 29 and March 1. An impressive 1-0 
win over Sam Houston State was heavily due to the power of 
starting pitcher Brandon Young. Young threw a complete game 
shutout, making him the first to do so since 2016. The game-
winning run came in the seventh inning from Sebastian Toro. 

The Ragin’ Cajuns kept their momentum with a blowout 
11-2 victory over Rice. Louisiana scored seven runs in the fifth 
inning alone. This matched with a strong pitching effort, gave 
Louisiana a well-deserved victory. 

As part of the Diamond Invitational, Louisiana lost their first 
game against Samford. However, they won the next two, March 7 
against Michigan State and March 8 against Troy. 

After the tournament, their last game win was against 
McNeese State. Louisiana was scheduled to start Sun Belt 
Conference play three days later in Lafayette and play regular-

NEW ERA 
CUT SHORT

Story // Madelyn Myer
Photos // James Mays 14
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SPORTS NEWS

A Decade of Marlin
Head Coach for the men’s basketball team, Bob 

Marlin, recently concluded his 10th season at the helm 
of UL’s program.

As a head coach, Marlin has coached two NBA 
draft selections, a JUCO National Player of the Year, 
eight All-Americans, three conference players of the 
year, four league newcomers of the year, two freshmen 
of the year, three league student-athletes of the year, 
49 all-conference selections, four academic All-
Americans, and 66 academic all-conference student-
athletes.

His resumé is off the charts and he has 
accomplished more in 10 years here at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette than most will accomplish in 
their lifetime. Entering the 2020-21 season, Marlin’s 
109 victories in Sun Belt Conference play are the most 
of the league’s active coaches.

Coach Marlin and the University reached an 
agreement after the 2019 season on a contract 
extension that will have him in Cajun Country for 
years to come. After 10 seasons in Lafayette and 
building the program up, this feels as though it is only 
the beginning for the Cajuns.

In the summer of 2019, Matt Deggs was named 
as the new head coach for the Ragin’ Cajuns baseball 
team. Deggs replaced Tony Robichaux who died on 
July 3, 2019. Robichaux coached the Ragin’ Cajuns for 
25 seasons.

Deggs worked under Robichaux as an assistant 
coach from 2012 to 2014, a period that saw the baseball 
team earn its first No. 1 national ranking as well as 
their first appearance to the NCAA Super Regionals.

Known for his offensive coaching and recruiting 
skills, Deggs returns to Lafayette from Sam Houston 
State. Where he was head coach from 2015-19. He 
led the Bearkats to a 187-118, record and earned 
Southland Conference regular season championships 
in three of those four seasons. 

Coach Matt Deggs (28) welcomes young 
baseball fans onto the field before the 
game.

Coach Bob Marlin (right) talks with his 
players during a timeout.

The Deggs Era

Story // Zachary Nagay
Photo // James Mays

Several Ragin’ Cajuns athletes took their game to 
the next level in 2020 as they were either drafted by or 
signed contracts with professional organizations.
Lafayette native, 

Hayden Cantrelle was drafted in the fifth round 
(151 overall) by the Milwaukee Brewers. A shortstop, 
Cantrelle played in 135 consecutive games for 
Louisiana and had 50 career stolen bases along with 14 
HR, 57 RBI and 112 runs scored. Cantrelle was drafted 
by the New York Yankees out of high school, but he 
decided to play collegiately for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 

Brandon Young, a two-year letter winner for the 
Cajuns signed a contract with the Baltimore Orioles. 
A native of Lumberton, TX, Young posted a 6-5 career 
mark with 79 innings pitched and 109 strike outs. 
In 2020, the righthander posted a 1.09 ERA in 24 
innings.

For the second time in program history, Louisiana 
football finished the NFL Draft with three selections 
after offensive linemen Robert Hunt and Kevin Dotson 
and running back Raymond Calais were drafted in 
2020. 

Kevin Dotson (75) celebrates after a 
successful field goal kick.

Ragin’ Cajuns Go Pro

Story // Student Publications
Photo // James Mays

Story // Student Publications
Photo // James Mays

Hunt was drafted in the second round (39 th 
overall) by the Miami Dolphins. The 6-5, 322-pound 
native of Burkeville, TX played in 45 games for the 
Cajuns. 

Dotson, (6-4, 310) a four-year starter for the 
Ragin’ Cajuns, was selected with the 145th overall 
pick in the fourth round by the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
He was one of the highest-graded offensive linemen 
in the nation in 2019.

Dotson and Hunt helped pave the way for a 
Louisiana ground attack that finished the season 
ranked third nationally in yards per carry (6.28), 
fourth nationally in rushing touchdowns (42), sixth 
nationally in rushing yards per game (257.4) and 
seventh nationally in total rushing yards (3,604).Hayden Cantrelle practices his throwing in 

between innings. 
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AN ENDURING 
LEGACY

Coach Tony Robichaux
1961-2019

A priority goal for most athletic coaches is to 
prepare their athletes to overcome the competition and 
come out victorious. That goal came second to former 
UL Lafayette head baseball coach Tony Robichaux, who 
passed away on July 3, 2019. 

Coach Robichaux was the winningest head 
baseball coach in Louisiana Baseball history with 914 
wins over 25 seasons. He guided the Ragin’ Cajuns 
to twelve NCAA Regional appearances, four NCAA 
Super Regional appearances, and a College World 
Series appearance in 2000. He helped the Ragin’ 
Cajuns achieve a #1 national ranking in major college 
polls in 2014. He was named Sun Belt Coach of the 

HONORING A ROLE MODEL 
ON AND OFF THE FIELD

Year four times, All-Louisiana Coach of the Year six 
times, and ABCA South Region Coach of the Year 
four times. Last but not least, he coached twenty-nine 
All-Americans, five Academic All-Americans, ninety 
All-Sun Belt performers, and fifty-five All-Louisiana 
players. Despite his numerous accolades pertaining to 
the game of baseball, Tony Robichaux’s main mission 
in life was to teach everyone about faith, hard work, 
and character.

As a man of faith, Coach Robichaux believed 
that God would not judge him and his players on 
their ability to steal bases or hit home runs. Instead, 
Robichaux understood that they would be judged on 
their character as men and it was his mission to form 
his players into the best fathers, husbands, and brothers 
that they could be. 

Story // James Mays
Photos // James Mays
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ALPHA KAPPA
ALPHAΑΔΠ

ALPHA 
DELTA PI

Members

Alpha Kappa Alpha was founded on a mission 
comprised of five basic tenets that have remained 
unchanged since the sorority’s inception more than a 
century ago. Alpha Kappa Alpha’s mission is to cultivate 
and encourage high scholastic and ethical standards, to 
promote unity and friendship among college women, 
to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls 
and women in order to improve their social stature, to 
maintain a progressive interest in college life, and to be 
of “Service to All Mankind”.

The small group of women who founded Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority at the turn of the last century were 
conscious of their privileged position as college-trained 
women of color just one generation removed from 
slavery. 

But at the same time, they were sensitive to the needs 
and struggles of the less fortunate in underserved 
communities in their hometowns and in other environs 
beyond their travels who were in need of goods, services 
and opportunities beyond their reach. The young 
collegians’ commitment to scholarship, leadership, civic 
engagement and public service, woven together by the 
bonds of lifelong sisterhood, formed the bedrock of 
the rich legacy of servant-leadership that epitomizes 
the sorority to this day. And the global reach of its 
programs, laser-focused on the health, wealth, family, 
education, human rights and parity issues that concern 
its constituents, ensures the relevance of the organization 
into perpetuity.

Theta Phi Chapter

The Sisterhood of 
Alpha Delta Pi

Alpha Delta Pi members

ΑΚΑ
Epsilon Beta Chapter

Alpha Kappa          
Alpha’s Mission

Alpha Kappa Alpha members

At Alpha Delta Pi, we are a sisterhood of friends, 
a family of individuals, and a home away from home. 
We embrace every woman’s uniqueness, we encourage 
and support each other’s goals and dreams and we value 
character above all else. Founded in 1851 at Wesleyan 
Female College in Macon, Georgia, Alpha Delta Pi was the 
first secret society for women. 

As the first secret society for women, we hold ourselves 
to the highest standard. We strive to continue being the 
first and finest sorority by helping our members reach 
their highest potential through service opportunities, 
academic success, and leadership development.

• Colors: azure blue and white

• Philanthropic organization: Ronald McDonald 

House

• Mascot: Alphie the Lion

• Alpha Delta Pi was founded in 1851 at 

Wesleyan Female College in Macon, Georgia as 

the first secret society for women

• The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 

chapter was established on Nov. 8, 2014

Organization Facts
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ALPHA 
OMICRON PI

Alpha Omicron Pi Fraternity was founded on 
January 2, 1897 at Barnard College of Columbia 
University in New York City. The ideals of sincerity, 
service, and friendship provide the foundation for 
AOII. As one of our founders Stella George Stern Perry 
explained, “We cared so profoundly for one another that 
we unconsciously desired a society based upon original 
feeling... We felt that as love never faileth, a future on 
that foundation was assured.”

With over 168,000 initiated members from 206 
collegiate chapters, the values on which AOII was 
founded help lead us in the decisions we make and the 
behaviors we exhibit in our daily lives. 

We are inspired to promote the values of simplicity, 
integrity, tolerance, generosity, personal dignity, and 

love. Our lives are to be living symbols of these values 
that we hold in common. They enable us to go with 
character and confidence into the world around us, with 
assurance in knowing AOII is ours, offering friendships 
and opportunities throughout our lifetime.

There are three key components that AOII uses 
to communicate our purpose: The Object of the 
Fraternity, our Mission Statement, and AOII’s Vision 
Statement. Although each individually unique, the three 
components work together to guide and direct our ever-
expanding membership and leaders.

ΑΟΠ
Delta Beta Chapter

A Brief History of
Alpha Omicron Pi

Alpha Omicron Pi members

DELTA SIGMA 
THETA
Theta Xi Chapter

Delta Sigma Theta’s 
Purpose

Delta Sigma Theta members

ΔΣΘ

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated. is a 
private, not-for-profit organization whose purpose is 
to provide assistance and support through established 
programs in local communities throughout the world. 
Since its founding more than 200,000 women have 
joined the organization. The organization is a sisterhood 
of predominantly Black, college educated women. The 
sorority currently has 1,000 collegiate and alumnae 
chapters located in the United States, Canada, Japan 
(Tokyo and Okinawa), Germany, the Virgin Islands, 
Bermuda, the Bahamas, Jamaica and the Republic of 
Korea.

The major programs of the sorority are based upon 
the organization’s Five-Point Programmatic Thrust. 
More than ten thousand members typically attend Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated’s biennial national 
conventions, and each of the seven regional conferences 
(held during years when there is no national convention) 
typically hosts thousands of members. At its recent 51st 
National convention held in the District of Columbia, 
more than 38,000 members registered and attended.
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KAPPA DELTA    

UL’s Gamma Kappa chapter of Kappa Delta inspires 
its members to reach their potential by offering 
opportunities for leadership, personal development, 
academic success, and community service, all in the 
context of true friendship. Kappa Delta, Gamma Kappa 
was originally chartered on UL Lafayette’s campus in 
1956.  Our chapter holds an annual philanthropy week 
called Shamrock Week for our philanthropies, Faith 
House of Acadiana (local) and Prevent Child Abuse 
America (national).  Throughout the week, we participate 
in daily events such as restaurant givebacks and on-
campus fundraisers, all leading up to our big softball 
tournament.  Our 2020 Shamrock Week raised almost 
$50,000 for our philanthropies, a record-breaking number 
for our chapter of 182 women.

In addition to our two philanthropies, our chapter 
helps in mentoring local Girl Scout troops through face-
to-face self-esteem workshops, International Girls Day 
celebrations, and anti-bullying workshops.  Girl Scouting 
builds girls of courage, confidence, and character, who 
make the world a better place.  With common values and 
a commitment to leadership development, Kappa Delta 
and Girl Scouts are sisters at heart.

In 2020, Gamma Kappa was named UL Lafayette 
Outstanding Student Organization (Large) and a 5-Star 
Chapter. She also received Highest Sorority GPA every 
semester since Fall 2017. 

Gamma Kappa Chapter

About Kappa Delta

Members of Kappa Delta

ΦΜPHI MU
Members

Alpha Sigma Chapter

Phi Mu’s Chapter 
Philathropy

Phi Mu Members

Phi Mu’s national philanthropy is Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals. One of the best things about CMNH is 
that all of the money we raise stays local. The Alpha Sigma 
chapter of Phi Mu raises money for Christus St. Frances 
Cabrini Hospital in Alexandria, LA.

During the fall semester, Alpha Sigma held its  
annual Jambalaya Cookoff benefiting CMNH. Student 
organizations, local businesses, and families created 
teams and made a donation to participate in the cook-
off. During the Fall 2017 Semester we had another great 
success with our chapter raising about $7,000. For our Fall 
2018 Semester we expanded our event by adding kick ball, 
and the name was changed to Kickin’ and Kookin’! We 
successfully raised about $10,000!!

In the spring, we host our annual male beauty 
pageant, Big Man on Campus. Men representing 
different organizations on UL’s campus compete to 
win the grand title and many other special awards 
throughout the pageant. They participate in different 
rounds including talent, beauty, and a question round. 
During the week, contestants and chapter members 
join forces to collect monetary donations on Rex Street 
to donate to CMNH.

ΚΔ
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SIGMA 
GAMMA RHO

• Founded November 12, 1922 on the campus of Butler 
University in Indianapolis, IN

• Motto: Greater Service, Greater Progress
• Only NPHC sorority founded on predominately white 

campus National 
• Sorority Flower: The yellow tea rose
• Sorority Mascot: The French Toy Poodle
• Sorority Colors: Royal blue and antique gold

ΣΓΡ

Organization Facts

Sigma Gamma Rho Members

Sigma Gamma Rho’s 
Mission and Vision

It is the mission of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 
Inc. to enhance the quality of life for women and their 
families in the U.S. and globally through community 
service, civil, and social action. Our goal is to 
achieve greater progress in the areas of education, 
health awareness, and leadership development. Our 
members, affiliates, staff, and community partners 
work to create and support initiatives that align 
with our vision. We visualize a world in which all 
women and their families reach their full potential 
in all aspects of life and are able to create unlimited 
opportunities for future generations.

DELTA DELTA
DELTA
Phi Nu Chapter

Delta Delta Delta’s 
Purpose

Delta Delta Delta members

ΔΔΔ

Delta Delta Delta is a national women’s fraternity 
that engages its members for life through timeless values, 
enduring friendships, and innovative opportunities for 
growth. Delta Delta Delta instills in its members the 
commitment to serve, high standards of excellence, and 
dedication to leadership and development.

Sarah Ida Shaw envisioned a women’s fraternity 
that would inspire the ideals of truth, self-sacrifice, and 
friendship. Tri Delta’s Purpose keeps those goals alive 
with their members today.

The Purpose of Delta Delta Delta shall be to establish 
a perpetual bond of friendship among its members, 
to develop a stronger and more womanly character, to 

broaden the moral and intellectual life, and to assist 
its members in every possible way. It shall also be the 
purpose of Delta Delta Delta to promote and develop 
mutually beneficial relationships between the Fraternity 
and the colleges and universities where the Fraternity 
has established chapters, to develop qualities of unselfish 
leadership among its members, and to encourage them 
to assume, with integrity and devotion to moral and 
democratic principles, the highest responsibilities of 
college women.

Epsilon Alpha Sigma Chapter
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SIGMA SIGMA 
SIGMA ΣΣΣ
Alpha Mu Chapter

Tri Sigma Chapter’s 
Outreach and Values

Sigma Sigma Sigma members

As women of the first sorority on the campus of 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, the Alpha Mu 
chapter of Tri Sigma seeks to uphold our five core values 
of wisdom, power, faith, hope, and love while serving 
our local and national communities and fostering our 
powerful bonds of friendship. 

Our vision as Tri Sigma women is to create a place 
where our members are provided with exceptional 
experiences that will empower them to change the 
world. As it is written in our creed, we strive so that we 
may become inspired leaders, support causes greater 
than ourselves, seek wisdom and joy, and live purposeful 
lives of integrity, faith, empathy, understanding, and 
love.

Tri Sigma believes in outreach within our 
communities.  As a dedicated, caring Sorority, we aim 
to serve those in need. Many of our efforts revolve 
around our commitment to “Sigma Serves Children,” as 
chapters engage in a variety of efforts for the betterment 
of children around the world. Even more, Tri Sigma’s 
philanthropy supports hospital play therapy programs 
for children.

Tri Sigma is focused on advancement and success 
and we offer valuable leadership and personal 
development experiences throughout the lifetime of a 
member. 

ΑΦΑ
ALPHA 
PHI ALPHA
Zeta Xi Chapter

Summary of Alpha 
Phi Alpha

Alpha Phi Alpha, the first intercollegiate Greek-letter 
fraternity established for African-American Men, was 
founded at Cornell University in Ithaca, New York by 
seven college men who recognized the need for a strong 
bond of brotherhood among African descendants in this 
country. 

Since its founding on Dec. 4, 1906, Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. has supplied voice and vision to 
the struggle of African-Americans and people of color 
around the world.

“First of All, 
Servants of All, 

We Shall 
Transcend All”

— Alpha Phi Alpha

Mission  Statement

Alpha Phi Alpha members



L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
  

G
R

E
E

K
 L

IF
E

16
6

L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
 

G
R

E
E

K
 L

IF
E

16
7

DTD
DELTA 
TAU DELTA
Epsilon Psi Chapter

About Delta 
Tau Delta

Delta Tau Delta is the place for leaders to hone 
their skills, youths to grow, students to find support 
and guidance and men to find their paths to a life of 
excellence. With more than 150 years of guiding men 
via Truth, Courage, Faith and Power, the Delta Tau 
Delta experience has fostered innovators, advocates, 
change agents and community leaders by affecting the 
world through self-discovery.

Every member participates in GreekEDU, a 
comprehensive alcohol education program to help 
members make wise decisions. We’re serious about 
creating a safe environment for our brothers.
Every member participates in a New Member 

Education Program focused on personal growth and 
leadership. This program focuses on the Fraternity’s 
core values of integrity, accountability, and service 
while providing crucial life skills training.

Delta Tau Delta is devoted to ending hazing. 
As a founding partner of the Anti-Hazing Hotline 
(1-888-NOT-HAZE), Delta Tau Delta is proud to be a 
leader in the Fraternal Values Movement.

Alpha Phi Alpha members

ΛΧΑ
LAMBDA 
CHI ALPHA
Iota Omega Chapter

About  Lambda 
Chi Alpha

We are founded on the motto, “Every Man a 
Man.” We assess potential new members purely on 
the character and values they exhibit. We are a diverse 
group with similar interests, yet each brother has their 
own unique background and story.

Lambda Chi Alpha was the first fraternity to 
abolish pledgeship in 1972. It was replaced with 
associate membership, and since that time, associate 
members have had full and equal rights within each 
chapter. Associate members can vote on prudent 
matters and even hold office.

Our fraternity education is a continuous process 

throughout every member’s college career. We promote 
growth as individuals, friends, leaders, and brothers. - 
“Pure, high, ever growing”

In every sense, our brotherhood is a family; for 
some, a home away from home. We aim to foster men 
who will be loyal and supportive to one another during 
some of the best years of their lives. But this bond does 
not stop with college. Thus, acceptance into Lambda 
Chi Alpha is merely the start of a Lifetime of True 
Brotherhood.

Lambda Chi Alpha members
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PHI 
KAPPA PSI ΦΚΨ
Beta Chapter

A Brotherhood of 
Honorable Men

Phi Kappa Psi members

Phi Kappa Psi is a brotherhood of 
honorable, courteous and cultured men who 
pledge throughout their lives to be generous, 
compassionate and loyal comrades. The 
Louisiana Beta Chapter of Phi Kappa Psi 
consistently ranks in top GPA, provides service 
to the Acadiana community and is actively 
involved on campus. 

Phi Psi is a social Fraternity that provides 
men with a solid social environment and 
excellent opportunity for personal and 
professional growth.

PHI KAPPA 
THETA
Omicron Chapter

About Phi Kappa Theta Organization Facts

Notable Alumni

Phi Kap is committed to the idea that we have a direct 
impact on the communities around us. As members, we 
dedicate ourselves to five areas of development: fraternal, 
leadership, intellectual, social, and spiritual. 

These elements intertwine and overlap to create a 
unique Fraternity experience in Phi Kappa Theta. 
Our members are the individuals on campus who 
seek Truth; the men who are looking to enhance their 
strengths, tap into their potential, and ignite the world 
around them.

In addition to starting a legacy on your campus, 
Founding Fathers open the door to life-long learning, 
networking, and personal development for themselves and 
future brothers.

• Motto: “Give Expecting Nothing Thereof ”
• Founded April 29, 1959
• Colors: Cardinal Purple, Gold, and White.

• John F. Kennedy
• Paul Allen (Co-founder Microsoft)
• Pope John Paul II (264th Pope) (Honorary 

Member)
• Keegan-Michael Key (Key & Peele)

ΦΚΘ

Phi Kappa Theta members

Organization Facts
• Refounded on Campus March 30, 2013
• Consistently held a GPA average above the All-Men’s 

Average
• Has a cumulative amount of service hours of over 400 

hours
• Participates in Movember philanthropy event every 

November
• Participates in the Running of the Ducks event with the 

Boys and Girls Club
• Rides with the annual Jeep Jaunt in partnership with the 

American Lung Association
• Tied for first place for Homecoming 2016
• Has a large number of participation in intramural sports
• Awarded 5 Star Chapter
• Highest GPA for Fall 2016 and 2017.
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ΠΚΑ
PI KAPPA 
ALPHA

As members of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity, we 
commit ourselves to uphold the values taught in our 
Ritual and restated in our Vision, Mission, and Creed. 
The True PIKE is committed to a life of caring for 
others as he cares for himself.

Pi Kappa Alpha is dedicated to developing men 
of integrity, intellect, and high moral character and to 
fostering a truly lifelong fraternal experience.
Pi Kappa Alpha will set the standard of integrity, 
intellect, and achievement for our members, host 
institutions, and the communities in which we live.

We believe in the importance of virtue and commit 
to living the values of the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. 
We recognize that truth is the foundation of all lasting 
association, and we will seek wisdom and knowledge 
while serving others in modesty and dignity.

Recalling that Pi Kappa Alpha is a lifelong 
commitment, I therefore reaffirm to live my life with 
honor and courage seeking the inherent worth in each 
person I meet; to accept all brothers of Pi Kappa Alpha 
in love and friendship; and to serve my faith, my family, 
my community, my alma mater, and my Fraternity.
Only then, by living these virtues, will we realize our 
fullest potential.

Zeta Omega Chapter

The True PIKE
Pi Kappa Alpha members

ΣΧSIGMA CHI
Lambda Psi Chapter

The fundamental purpose of the Sigma Chi Fraternity 
is the cultivation, maintenance and accomplishment of 
the ideals of Friendship, Justice and Learning within our 
membership. They are referred to as The Three Great 
Aims of our Fraternity. Our brotherhood has its roots 
in the collegiate experience and engenders a lifelong 
commitment to strive to achieve true friendship, equal 
justice for all and the fulfillment of learning as part of our 
overall responsibilities to the broader communities in 
which we live.

Sigma Chi (ΣΧ) is one of the largest and oldest Greek-
letter social fraternities in North America. Since 1855, 
Sigma Chi has developed values-based leaders committed 
to the betterment of character, campus and community. 

Sigma Chi recruits leaders of character to establish 
a legacy of excellence at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. Sigma Chi aims to recruit men of different 
temperaments, talents and convictions from a variety of 
backgrounds to embark on this unique journey.

Our chapter was started as Zeta colony on UL 
Lafayette’s campus in the Spring of 2012. After being 
initiated as the Lambda Psi chapter of Sigma Chi in 
August of 2014, we have been a 5-star chapter three 
consecutive years, back-to-back blue Peterson Award 
recipients, three Legion of Honor winners, two-time 
Greek cup winner, a Greek Week championship and 
continue to be among the elite when it comes to 
academics and campus involvement.

Sigma Chi’s 
Timeless Principles

Sigma Chi Members
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ΘΞTHETA XI
Alpha Omicron Chapter

The Purpose 
of Theta Xi

Theta Xi Members

The Purpose of Theta Xi is to provide a college home 
environment for its active members in which fellowship 
and alumni guidance lead to wholesome mental, moral, 
physical, and spiritual growth. To that end Theta Xi 
actively supports and augments college and community 
efforts to make individual members more mature and 
chapter groups more useful units of society. 

Through its alumni and undergraduate leadership 
Theta Xi endeavors to assist each member to develop:

ONE, intellectual curiosity that assures the highest 
scholarship rating consistent with his ability;

TWO, habits that lead to better mental and physical 
health;

THREE, sincerity in his association with others and 
confidence in himself;

FOUR, responsibility to chapter, college, community, 
and country;

FIVE, leadership that comes from practicing the 
principles of democratic self-government;

SIX, interests and activities outside regular scholastic 
studies that employ spare time to advantage;

SEVEN, spiritual understanding that provides a 
reservoir of strength to draw upon when faced with 
conditions beyond comprehension.

SIGMA NU

The Eta Nu Chapter of Sigma Nu Fraternity was 
founded on this campus in 1963 based on the principles 
of Love, Honor, and Truth. Since then the Eta Nu 
chapter has had over 1100 men join our brotherhood, 
which allows us to have the largest greek alumni chapter 
on campus. Sigma Nu participates in all university 
held events along with Intramurals, Philanthropy, and 
Community Service. Our main Community Service 
partner in the local Lafayette community is Habitat 
for Humanity who we partner with each semester. The 
2018-2019 year has been a fantastic one for us as we've 
seen growth in our chapter continue along with an 
increase in GPA standards each semester as well. We 
are looking forward to an even better 2019-2020 year as 
we look forward to celebrating 150 years nationally of 
Sigma Nu and the Legion of Honor!

Eta Nu Chapter

Sigma Nu and the 
Legion of Honor

Sigma Nu members

• Founded in 1869 at Virginia Military Institute

• International Fraternity

• More than 219,000 initiated members

• Nickname: Snakes

• Colors: Black, Gold and White

• Flower: White Rose

• Symbol: Sword, Star, Shield, Rose, Snake

ΣΝ

Organization Facts
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AIASACM-W
The ACM-W is the Association of Computing 

Machinery–Women. 
ACM-W supports, celebrates, and advocates 

internationally for the full engagement of women in 
all aspects of the computing field, providing a wide 
range of programs and services to ACM members 
and working in the larger community to advance the 
contributions of technical women.

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY  
The American Chemical Society is a chapter at 

the University of Louisiana at Lafayette dedicated to 
improving people’s lives through our love of chemistry. 
We hold meetings once a month throughout the 
semester where we discuss upcoming events and 
special opportunities for science majors and invite 
students to present their research. We also go on a 
trip at least once a semester to seek jobs available to 
chemistry majors. We help to promote the sciences in 
middle and high schools through demonstrations and 
participating in events like Science Day and Science 
Olympiad. We have also volunteered with various 
non-profits and charities: Habitat for Humanity, 
Maddie’s Footprints, the food bank and The Big Event.

The ASL club is an organization that is focused 
on teaching sign language while spreading awareness 
of communication barriers. The club promotes 
knowledge of deaf culture and provides opportunities 
for members to interact in events throughout the 
community utilizing their manual communication 
skills.

ASL CLUB

AMERICORPS
The university’s AmeriCorps participates in a wide 

variety of community service projects throughout 
Acadiana. UL Lafayette AmeriCorps members provide 
in-school tutoring to students at J.W. Faulk Elementary 
and after school tutoring with the New Hope program. 
UL AmeriCorps members provide a variety of housing 
related community service. We partner with Lafayette 
Habitat for Humanity to build new affordable 
housing, and we partner with Rebuilding Together 
to build wheelchair access ramps for local residents 
with disabilities and also provide flood recovery. UL 
AmeriCorps members serve on a variety of projects 
throughout the service year. Members help clean 
area parks, provide recycling for local festivals, staff 
community outreach events, restore our wetlands, 
assist the elderly and disabled and recruit volunteers.

GEAUX BIKE UL

The American Institute of Architecture Students 
(AIAS) is an independent, nonprofit, student-run 
organization dedicated to providing unmatched 
programs, information, and resources on issues critical 
to architectural education. The mission of the AIAS 
is to promote excellence in architectural education, 
training, and practice; to foster an appreciation 
of architecture and related disciplines; to enrich 
communities in a spirit of collaboration; and to 
organize students and combine their efforts to advance 
the art and science of architecture.

GEAUX Bike UL is organized around the art of, 
and most of all, the love of cycling and we are on a 
mission to spread that love across the university and 
across the entire Lafayette area. GEAUX Bike is a very, 
if not, the most efficient way to meet fellow cyclists 
here at the university. No more having to bike alone! 
Especially at night. This organization is comprised 
mostly of non-competitive cyclists. Any and all skill 
levels are welcome, from beginners to avid cyclists! 
Skills optional – fun required.
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BLMA

BSA

CFA  

CIRCLE OF SOPHIA

COLLEGE REPUBLICANS 

CHI ALPHA
The Black Male Leadership Association (BMLA) is 

a leadership-based organization, founded in 2010. Our 
mission is to promote and provide opportunities for 
black involvement and leadership on our campus and 
work to enhance our communities with hard work and 
dedication to building a better world. 

Some of our most prestigious annual events 
include Membership Development Day, a leadership 
conference exclusive to our members; Blackout March; 
Mr. & Ms. Umoja Scholarship Pageant, awarding 
two scholarships to current UL students; and Awards 
Banquet, which gives awards to our members and two 
scholarships to high school seniors who plan to attend 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

The Bangladesh Students’ Association is one of the 
most prominent student organizations among several 
international student organizations of the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette. It started with the motivation 
of enhancing the bonding and unity among the 
Bangladeshi students’ community and, at the same 
time, expose the culture and tradition by organizing 
various events as a team.

It started in fall 2016, with a view to unite all 
the Bangladeshi students from various academic 
fields under the common banner. The main goals 
are to promote the Bangladeshi community, share 
the cultural diversity, help new students, organize 
various cultural events and take part in various social 
activities.

The Collegiate Fashion Association is a student 
organization dedicated to furthering the knowledge 
of fashion and business. Every year CFA hosts two 
fashion shows that showcase University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s talented models and designers along with 
other fun and creative events. Since its founding in 
2014, CFA has grown tremendously and has received 
the Best New Organization award for 2016. 

The Circle of Sophia is the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s undergraduate philosophy club serves 
as a meeting ground for students and faculty across 
various disciplines to engage with one another through 
philosophical discussion. Since its formation in Spring 
2015, members have gathered at weekly meetings for 
group discussion and research presentations from 
faculty and students, creating a community united by a 
love of wisdom.

The UL Lafayette chapter of College Republicans 
strives to provide a thought-provoking space for 
politically conservative students to discuss politics 
and collaborate on initiatives within the community. 
Working with ULCR exposes students to the logistics 
and ethics of careers in politics, law and community 
work.

Chi Alpha is a Christian student organization 
at UL which began in 1970. The group began when 
traveling evangelist Mike Michaelson from California 
spoke at an area church. A member of the USL swim 
team, who was injured, attended the church and after 
being prayed for was healed! Needless to say, the 
student and his friends were very excited, and they 
strongly encouraged the evangelist Mike Michaelson 
to stay and start the Chi Alpha group. 

The heartbeat of Chi Alpha is Life Groups—small 
groups of men or women that meet weekly all across 
our campus to encourage one another to follow God. 
We were not created to be alone; we were created 
by God for relationships. Life Groups are a great 
opportunity to find lasting friendships as you grow in 
your walk with God.
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C.O.M.P. HEALTH INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

IDSA

INFINITY DANCE GROUP

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SOCIETY

G.L.A.S.S. 

We focus on the many different branches of 
Criminal Justice and anyone can join. We have 
many speakers from all over the field come and 
give presentations so we can expose our members 
many of the opportunities they might have upon 
graduation. We also have semesterly/yearly field 
trips that we like to take that relate to criminal 
justice in some way.

GLASS (Giving Love, Acceptance, Safety and 
Support) is a student led organization whose goal is to 
promote a diverse and accepting campus for all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity by 
educating the UL Lafayette community about GLBTQ 
issues, addressing all anti-GLBTQ harassment and 
discrimination, and providing social activities for all 
UL Lafayette students.

The purpose of Infinity Dance Group is to give 
students a chance to express themselves through 
dance, focusing on the genre of Hip Hop. IDG 
participates in various performances both through 
the University and the community of Lafayette.  IDG 
hosts an annual spring Showcase fundraiser for the 
local PJ’s Dance School.

The Industrial Designers Society of America 
(IDSA) is the world’s oldest, largest, member-
driven society for product design, industrial design, 
interaction design, human factors, ergonomics, 
design research, design management, universal 
design and related fields. IDSA organizes the 
renowned International Design Excellence Award 
competition; hosts the International Design 
Conference and five regional conferences each 
year; and publishes Innovation, a quarterly journal 
on design, and designBytes, a weekly e-newsletter 
highlighting the latest headlines in the design world. 
IDSA’s charitable arm, the Design Foundation, 
supports the dissemination of undergraduate 
scholarships annually to further industrial design 

Health information management professionals 
are an integral part of the healthcare industry—they 
collect, analyze, and maintain the data that doctors, 
nurses, and other healthcare providers rely on to 
deliver effective and skilled healthcare. In addition 
to academic course work, students also complete 
two semesters of “professional practice” and the last 
semester of the curriculum includes a one-month 
“management internship”. The professional practices 
are completed at area hospitals and other types of 
healthcare facilities. The management internship 
can be performed at a hospital anywhere in the 
United States.

Collegiate Outreach Mentoring Program 
(also known as COMP) is a program designed 
to empower and to be a support system for at-
risk youth in the community. We are collegiate 
student leaders mentoring students with the goal 
of developing lifetime bonds and to be a navigating 
force on students’ growth. Our outreach branch 
on mentoring serves as a social and emotional 
support for our students that we interact with. 
Would be described best as traditional mentoring 
relationship. Our academic branch of mentoring 
focuses on the academics excellence of our 
students. 
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INSTITUTE OF
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS

IIDA
IIDA is a community of people driven by a 

common love for design and committed to the 
belief that interior design, as a service to people, is a 
powerful, multi-faceted profession that can positively 
change people’s lives. IIDA Student Membership 
provides students enrolled in an interior design 
program the resources they need for educational 
and professional development, that are not available 
on campus. These benefits are exclusive to IIDA 
Student Members and give aspiring designers unique 
opportunities to build professional connections that 
extend well after graduation.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
UL Lafayette offers International students an 

outstanding education for an exceptional value—
located in one of the most unique cultural areas of 
the United States. Our university is a place where 
students from around the world and the country are 
offered virtually limitless opportunities to learn in 
our exceptional facilities, while enjoying the personal 
attention and camaraderie that we (and the Cajun 
culture) are famous for.

We are the Malaysian Indonesian Singaporean 
Student Organization on the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Lafayette’s campus. We strive to provide a 
home away from home for international students. We 
provide support for incoming International students 
socially, emotionally, and physically by helping them 
acclimate to the American culture and help them in 
getting situated in their apartments. We also act as a 
bridge to connect UL alumni and future Ragin’ Cajuns 
in Malaysia with current staff and students at UL.

MISSO

MOOT COURT

KINESIOLOGY PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATION

The KPA is the School of Kinesiology’s premier 
club for students. It is one of the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette’s most up-and-coming student 
organizations with its rapid growth and exceptional 
fundraisers. Students have the opportunity to attend 
state and national conventions and meet other 
students aspiring to be prominent figures in the field 
of Kinesiology.

Moot Court is simulated Supreme Court oral 
arguments. Students act as attorneys presenting an 
argument before a panel of attorneys and judges acting 
as Supreme Court justices.

As students present their arguments, the panel 
interrupts them to ask them questions and the 
students must use their extemporaneous speaking 
skills and their legal reasoning skills to answer those 
questions.

The Institute of Management Accountants 
(IMA) Student Chapter is comprised of business 
students who are interested in a career in the 
accounting or professional services fields. Our 
mission is to provide opportunities for our 
members to become more familiar with, and 
involved in, the world of accounting through 
professional and social events.



L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
  

O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

S
18

6

L
’A

C
A

D
IE

N
 

O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
T

IO
N

S
18

7

The National Society of Black Engineers works 
diligently in assisting minorities who wish to partake 
in STEM related fields at UL. Our mission statement is 
to increase the of culturally responsible black engineers 
who excel academically, succeed professionally and 
positively impact the community. One way of doing 
this is by assuring we send as much of our members 
as possible to experience conferences every year. We 
intend to stimulate young minds and let them know 
attaining a STEM degree is achievable.

NAACP

NOMAS

NSBE  

NSLS

NPHC

The National Organization of Minority 
Architecture Students (NOMAS) mission is to 
champion diversity within the design professions by 
promoting the excellence, community engagement, and 
professional development of its members. By building 
a strong organization, we develop a showcase for the 
excellence and creativity which have been ignored for 
so long. Through our publications and conferences, we 
are able to inform the world that minority professionals 
have the talent and capabilities to perform in design 
and construction with any other group.

The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People has a rich history of fighting for the 
educational, economic, judicial and social freedoms of 
all Americans. In that time, there has been the strategic 
position of the association to give all of its members 
the ability to participate in the process. The chapter is 
a small branch of the youth and college chapters of the 
NAACP at the university. Students have always been at 
the forefront of most major social movements. From 
the Civil Rights movement of the ‘60s to the anti-
apartheid movement of the 1980s, student activism has 
forced society and the world to change. NAACP youth 
chapters across America are engaged in social justice 
addressing issues at local, state and national levels. The 
Youth and College division of NAACP at UL focuses 
on economic development, education, health, juvenile 
justice and voter empowerment.

The NSLS is an organization that helps people 
discover and achieve their goals. The NSLS offers life-
changing lectures from the nation’s leading presenters 
and a community where like-minded, success-oriented 
individuals come together and help one another 
succeed. The NSLS also serves as a powerful force of 
good in the greater community by encouraging and 
organizing action to better the world.

The National Pan-Hellenic Council, Inc. (NPHC), 
is currently composed of nine (9) International Greek 
letter Sororities and Fraternities: Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc., Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Inc., Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, 
Inc. Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. and Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. NPHC promotes interaction 
through forums, meetings and other media for the 
exchange of information and engages in cooperative 
programming and initiatives through various activities 
and functions.

PANHELLENIC COUNCIL
The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 

Panhellenic Council is a council of sorority women 
who support and encourage each other to be the 
best women they can be. Panhellenic Council was 
established in 1902 to assist collegiate and alumnae 
chapters of the council’s member organizations in 
cooperating with colleges and universities and to foster 
interfraternal relationships.
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PRE-PROFESSIONAL

PRO-LIFE CAJUNS
Pro-Life Cajuns is UL’s pro-life organization, 

dedicated to celebrating and defending the inalienable 
right to life. This right is possessed by each individual 
human being, from conception to natural death. Far 
more than merely an anti-abortion organization, Pro-
Life Cajuns espouses the Consistent Life Ethic, rejecting 
the practices and beliefs that unwarrantedly deprive a 
human being of the right to life. Pro-Life Cajuns also 
works to promote a higher respect for the dignity of the 
human person, dedicating itself to loving and caring for 
all of humanity. We work to provide healing for women 
who have been raped or abused, offer resources to 
women and men who have been the victims of abortion 
or abortion-minded, and guide needy mothers with free 
diapers, food, clothes and whatever they need to care for 
their child before and after birth. Pro-Life Cajuns hopes 
to serve as a resource and a model of consistency to pro-
life people at UL Lafayette and throughout the state of 
Louisiana.

PRSSA  
Founded in 1967, the Public Relations Student 

Society of America (PRSSA) is the foremost 
organization for students interested in public relations 
and communications. We advocate rigorous academic 
standards for public relations education, the highest 
ethical principles and diversity in the profession.

This club was founded in order to provide 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette students with a 
fun way to stay active, whether a complete beginner 
or a lifelong competitor. We started in April 2017, but 
are still completing the final stages of becoming an 
official UL Lafayette organization. Once we complete 
this process, we plan on fundraising in order to 
compete next season. We practice every Friday during 
the academic school year from 2-4 PM at Acadiana 
Gymnastics here in Lafayette. 
This year we participated in both Get on Board Day 
and Rec Fest, each bringing in several new members. 
We have big plans for next school year as we emerge 
and grow as a recreational sport.

RAGIN’ CAJUN GYMNASTICS 

RAGIN’ HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION

PULSE
The Pulse Campus Ministry  has built a 

consistently growing community of Christ followers 
on the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s campus, 
that adhere to the Biblical belief of loving God by 
loving people. This is expressed in every avenue 
of our organization. We endeavor to serve our 
campus, its students, faculty, and the community 
that makes up UL Lafayette. Such examples of this 
service include providing a free meal every week at 
our meetings, our Friendsgiving event in the fall, 
created for international students and campus-bound 
students who would not have otherwise had access to 
a Thanksgiving meal; outreach tables and community 
giveback nights; and giving constant access to a 
community designed to fuel students’ relationship 
with God.

Pre-Professional Society is a source of information 
for all pre-med students and pre-allied health students 
preparing to enter a graduate healthcare program after 
college. We provide students a forum for leaning about 
their desired profession, learning about the health 
care system in general, and meeting other students 
with similar interests. In addition to helping students 
achieve their desired goals, we also strive to help our 
community. With the help of all the members and 
countless fundraisers, PPS was able to raise thousands 
of dollars for multiple organizations around the 
Lafayette community. This spring, PPS was given 
the opportunity to organize a free, fun-filled day for 
people with special needs known as Camp Cajun. This 
successful event provided place for people with special 
needs to enjoy a day of food, music, dancing and a 
host of other fun activities. 

Ragin’ Hospitality Association is an organization 
for students interested in the Hospitality industry. 
It is designed to promote the Food, Lodging and 
Tourism industries as a viable career for students. The 
organization welcomes all majors across campus. The 
goals of the organization are philanthropy, awareness 
and guidance. The organization meets monthly and 
volunteers regularly in the community and on campus 
for not-for-profit events.
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The Ragin’ Cajun Catholics have been on campus 
since 1923. Our mission is to form lifelong Disciples 
of Christ by providing the Sacraments, Formation, and 
community for the more than 19,000 students. Our 
programming focuses on five pillars: pray, think, serve, 
live and geaux. These areas concentrate on spiritual, 
intellectual, pastoral and human formation, as well as 
evangelization and leadership training. Some of the 
events we have include our 501 nights, Lunch with 
the Lord, Geaux Conference and Greek retreat for 
all college students who are a part of a fraternity or 
sorority. Students who have been involved tend to call 
this place home, and they desire for other UL students 
to feel the same. Friendship, fellowship, formation, 
food and fun are our forte, and anyone is always 
welcome.

Residence Hall Association is a governing 
leadership organization in the Office of Residential 
Life.

The purpose of the Residence Hall Association is 
two-fold: (1) To provide a voice for the on-campus 
residents of the university and establish a platform 
for these residents to voice their opinions regarding 
on-campus living (2) To provide programs and events 
that enhance the on-campus living experience for our 
residents.

We are a competitive and social collegiate rugby 
team in the Deep South Rugby Conference. UL Rugby 
has proudly represented the campus by winning 
numerous accolades in the Deep South Conference 
over the past two decades. Since 2006, the Cajuns have 
won 7 conference championships, made two ‘Sweet 16’ 
appearances, one ‘Final Four’ appearance, and have 
had more than 30 All Star players selected. We focus on 
teaching the basics of rugby so people of all experience 
levels can play. Come ready to work hard and have fun. 
Have fun! Get Better! Stay Safe! Play Rugby!

RAGIN’ CAJUN CATHOLICS 

RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

RESIDENCE HALL ASSOCIATION

S.A.U.C.E.

SOUL CAMP

SGA

S.A.U.C.E. stands for Students Activating Unified 
Community Experiences and it is an experience for 
four days where the participants learn to develop 
leadership skills, teamwork, diversity, and problem 
solving skills. S.A.U.C.E. is a leadership conference 
hosted by Residence Hall Association the weekend 
before freshmen move-in day. By participating in the 
S.A.U.C.E. students are able to take control of their 
leadership skills, get connected to UL, and become part 
of campus traditions.

SOUL Camp is an extended orientation program 
that incoming freshmen have the option to attend. 
Camp takes place over the course of 4 days and 3 
nights in early August.  We spend one day in the 
city of Lafayette and spend the next three at an off-
campus retreat center.  On the first day of camp, we 
partner with the Office of Sustainability and the Dean 
of Community Service to give back to the Lafayette 
community with various service projects. The 
subsequent days of camp are filled with activities to 
prepare them for their college experience.

The UL Lafayette Student Government Association 
is here to make certain all students’ needs are met by 
acting as a student voice for the campus community. 
We proudly serve as an outlet for student concerns and 
investigate solutions to various issues that affect the 
campus as a whole. The SGA supports unity, teamwork, 
diversification, acknowledgment of excellence, mutual 
respect and a dedication to the positive development 
of each and every individual. Our goal is to meet the 
needs of current Ragin’ Cajuns and lay the groundwork 
for those to come.
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SPORTS MEDICINE ASSOCIATION

STUDENT ORIENTATION STAFF

UL EQUESTRIAN TEAM

The Sports Medicine Association is a UL 
student organization composed primarily of 
athletic training majors. Our purpose is to 
enhance the profession of athletic training by 
educating the community and volunteering at 
various events throughout Acadiana. In the past, 
we have staffed 5k runs, marathons, rodeos, and 
countless high school tournaments such as tennis, 
track, basketball, baseball, and powerlifting. 
We devote our time to high school, college, 
and professional athletes alike, helping them 
stay healthy and competitive by preventing and 
treating injuries that may occur throughout their 
career. 

The Student Orientation Staff (SOS) is 
a premiere student leadership group at UL. 
Selection to staff is extremely competitive, and 
the staff represents the best and brightest of our 
university. The Student Orientation Staff works to 
facilitate our

Orientation programs, welcoming more than 
6,000 new students & parents to campus each year 
and volunteering more than 10,000 hours each 
summer. SOS also participates in a leadership 
development course during the spring semester,
designed to prepare them for their role as a 
member of the team and enhance their
personal and team leadership skills. 

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Equestrian Team is a club sport that allows
students to participate in horseback riding, 
focusing on the English style of riding &
specializing in Hunters & Jumpers. They practice 
at a local barn, Cambridge Stables. The club 
sport competes with other colleges in the South 
through the IHSA (Intercollegiate Horse Show 
Association). Team coach is UL Lafayette Alumni 
Kori Delcambre.

2018-2019

2019-2020

UL HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
UL Lafayette Habitat for Humanity Campus 

Chapter, a student-run and student-led organization, 
works with its local affiliate, Lafayette Habitat for 
Humanity (LHFH), and with Habitat for Humanity 
International (HFHI) to achieve the Habitat mission 
through the four functioning pillars: Building, 
Educating, Fundraising, and Advocacy. We do this 
by bringing together the community to create a 
better world in which to live and work; working in 
cooperation with other groups and organizations 
toward common goals; engaging ourselves and our 
community in selfless acts of service; and enabling 
a growing number of people from all walks of life to 
take part in this mission.

BALLROOM DANCE CLUB
UL’s Ballroom Dance Club meets from 4:00-

6:00 every  Tuesday. Join us to learn Viennese 
waltz, Charlston, Jive, Quickstep, and more! Any 
skill level can join.
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UL HONORS PROGRAM

UNIVERSITY PROGRAM COUNCIL
The University Program Council (UPC) is 

the premiere programming organization at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. UPC produces 
inclusive professional programming for the students, 
by the students. By providing unique involvement 
opportunities, we create the unforgettable moments of 
your Ragin’ Cajun experience.
UPC plans dozens of campus events, including pool 
parties, pajama bowling, film screenings, and much 
more. UPC also produces many of the university’s 
proudest traditions, from Homecoming Week to 
Lagniappe Day, the Miss UL pageant to the Krewe of 
Roux Mardi Gras Parade, just to name a few.

Delta Nu Delta is a club that is dedicated to being the 
premier tabletop gaming club at the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. This group primarily focuses on playing and teaching 
Dungeons and Dragons 5th edition, but we also play Pathfinder, 
Shadow Run, Tortured Earth, and other Role Play Games (RPGs). 
We are not limited to just RPGs, however. We also do board and 
card games like Cards Against Humanity, Munchkin, Betrayal 
at the House on the Hill, and other stuff. We also have a lot 
of people interested in Magic: The Gathering, as well as a few 
members who play games with miniatures like Axis and Allies. 
Basically, if you can play it on a table, we are more than happy to 
play with you.

DELTA NU DELTA

VSOUL
The Vietnamese Student Organization serves 

to promote awareness and appreciation of the 
Vietnamese culture within the general student body 
and beyond. Students will be able to interact and 
exchange ideas and experiences vital to the growth 
and success of VSOUL. Thus, VSOUL strives to serve 
the community through philanthropic events and to 
bridge diversity through cultural and social events.
Throughout the year, VSOUL, among other 
Vietnamese Student Associations in North America, 
raise money for a Collective Philanthropy Project. 
The philanthropy project chosen was the Pacific Links 
Foundation. 

The UL Honors Program offers undergraduate students 
a series of opportunities for excellence and creativity in the 
form of exceptional courses, independent study and colloquia. 
The Honors Program includes more than 1,000 across all 
disciplines of study and serves as an intimate community 
for scholars. Scholarships totaling $42, 450 were awarded to 
students in the program this year. Members of the Honors 
Board have also founded an Honors Ambassadors group to 
represent the program to prospective students. The Honors 
Program is also dedicated to serving the community. Nearly 
1,300 nonperishable food items were donated by the Honors 
Program during homecoming week, and five members of the 
homecoming court were active students in Honors. The UL 
Honors Program began in 1968. The motto of the Honors 
Program is “per sapientiam felicitas” which means “through 
knowledge, happiness.” The program seeks to provide 
educational and intellectual opportunities to highly motivated 
students and prepares each graduate to be a life-long learner.

Dance Marathon at UL Lafayette is a student led organization 
that raises funds and awareness for the local Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals, through year long fundraising efforts that 
culminate in the Dance Marathon event. This year, Dance 
Marathon was able to raise $12,556.61 despite the event being 
interupted by COVID-19. The snacks that were initialy donated 
for the event were sent to local hospitals as the dance could no 
longer be held in person.

DANCE MARATHON

THE BIG EVENT
The Big Event gives University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

students the opportunity to volunteer in their community 
in their own way. Through a variety of service projects, 
students gain a sense of citizenship and social responsibility, 
all while promoting a Ragin’ Cajun spirit. UL Lafayette 
started The Big Event in 2013. Over 80 Big Events occur at 
universities across the nation. Although the Big Event has 
become the largest one-day, student-run service project in 
the nation, our message remains the same: simply saying 
“Thank You.” At the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, the 
Big Event has grown to seeing over 3000 students volunteer 
and give back to the Lafayette community that has given so 
much back to them. Focusing on community projects like 
Project Frontyard, local high schools etc. The Big Event has 
become a way for students to bond with their team mates 
while enjoying the gift of service to the community.
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SOCIETY OF WOMEN ENGINEERS
SWE is a national educational and service 

organization whose mission is to stimulate
women as members to achieve their full potential as 
engineers and leaders. SWE,
however, welcome both men and women related in STEM 
to the organization in order to expand the image of the 
engineering profession as a positive force in improving the 
quality of life, and demonstrate the value of diversity.

RAGIN’ CAJUN WATER SKI TEAM
The Ragin’ Cajun Water Ski Team is one of the best 

water ski teams in the nation. 
The team is made up of athletes from all across the 

world, coming together in Louisiana to better their skiing, 
get an education, and have fun. 

The student-athletes take pride in how they ski but 
also how they do in the classroom. 

Since the team was founded in 1988, the Ragin’ Cajuns 
have won 7 National Championships. 

Currently the team is being Managed/ Coached by 
Ryan Gonzales, with Harry Spavin as the Team Captain.

YOUNG LIFE
Young LIfe is a Christian Organization that meets on 

UL’s campus.
Since 1941, Young Life leaders have walked with kids 

and earned the right to be heard in an exhausting and 
exciting world. In 2018, 348,000 kids were involved every 
week all around the world.

Whether it’s in cities or villages, towns or tower 
blocks, in countries on every continent, Young Life 
leaders are working with over two million young 
people, right in their own neighborhoods.

CHI TAU EPSILON
Chi Tau Epsilon is an honor society for dance 

majors and minors that promotes achievement in the 
performing arts, as well as community involvement. 
The society allows dancers to grow and collaborate 
as a community of artists outside of normal classes 
and performances. This year, Chi Tau Epsilon 
performed during the ArtWalk at the Acadiana 
Center for the Arts to promote the UL Performing 
Arts Department’s dance concerts. Members also 
volunteered time to perform for the residents of 
numerous local nursing homes.

GRAPHIC DESIGN COLLECTIVE
The Graphic Design Collective (GDC) at 

UL encourages students to take the first step in 
demonstrating a commitment to their professional 
interest and assists them in understanding visual 
communications and careers for students after 
graduation. The GDC gets students involved in the 
local design community while creating a community 
of their own to help build leadership skills as they 
move into the professional world. 

PHI MU ALPHA
Delta Epsilon was installed at Southwestern 

Louisiana Institute (now known as the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette) by Archie N. Jones, the 
Central Province Governor.  Jones, of the University 
of Texas - Austin, was assisted at the initiation and 
installment ceremony by the Beta Omega chapter 
(previously at Louisiana State University) at Burke 
Hall.  They later met at ReRoueselle’s restaurant with 
Jones as the guest speaker.

Since then, Delta Epsilon has maintained an 
active presence on the campus.  In our 70 years as 
a chapter, we have initiated over 530 brothers.  Our 
alumni have gone into successful careers in music 
and non-music related fields.
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ASSOCIATION FOR COMPUTING 
MACHINERY

DELTA SIGMA PI
The Kappa Xi Chapter of the International 

Fraternity of Delta Sigma Pi has been on UL’s campus 
since May 2, 1981. Delta Sigma Pi offers professional 
evolution, community involvement, a lifetime 
opportunity, the development of leaders, and academic 

The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) is 
the leading professional/student organization for computer 
science and information disciplines on campus. This 
organization was the first in the nation, earning us the 
title of the Alpha Student Chapter. They aim to provide 
resources and community for their members through 
workshops, presentations, and social events.
 

achievement. We are the creators of Wealth and Health 
Seminar, Student Leadership Speaker Series, Ragin’ 
Business Week and Ragin’ Leadership Academy.

INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL
The goal of the Interfraternity Council is to create, 

maintain, and perpetuate better relationships among 
the men’s social fraternities and their respective 
members and to foster and perpetuate the best 
interest of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
and its Greek Community. The council does this by 

sponsoring several enriching programs throughout 
the year and constantly working with the Panhellenic, 
National Pan-Hellenic, and Multi-Cultural Greek 
Councils to further strengthen and support the UL 
Greek community’s values and vision.

SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY
The Sociological Society reinstated November 2017, 

elected officers and rewrote our constitution. We are 
now in the process of organizing a community project 
for Faith House and planning a trip to the Southern 
Sociological Society convention taking place in New 
Orleans this Spring. We restarted the Sociological Society 
so that anyone interested in sociology, majors and non-
majors, could meet, collaborate on projects, or just create 

friendships. We intend to pursue other community projects 
and and fundraisers in the future. We strive to include all 
students who may be interested in joining a social club in 
the Sociology department. We engage in a wide range of 
social events and topics. We do our best to build leaders in 
our community and our school. 
 

L.I.F.E PROGRAM
LIFE is a highly personalized program for young adults 

with intellectual disabilities. By combining academic, 
life, and self-advocacy skills with socialization at the 
college level, young adults with intellectual disabilities can 
become thriving members of our community. Our college-
level elective courses, combined with our professional 
or interpersonal studies tracks, all center around the 

practice of learning by doing. We work closely with each 
student to customize their courses and college experience 
so they’re prepared for a career they love. Our academic 
mentors accompany each student every step of the way, 
including going to class, modifying in-class assignments, 
and providing support for out-of-class assignments and 
homework.

STUDENTS FOR SUSTAINABILITY
We set out strategic objectives that will guide the 

University community in continuing our steady progress 
toward achieving our sustainability goals. Faculty, 
staff, students, and administrators worked together to 
incorporate principles of sustainability and strategies for 
progress into all areas of our institution, including our 
operations, our mission of education and research, and 
engagement of our campus community.  In working to 

achieve our goals, we will utilize our campus and region 
as a living laboratory to inform and inspire our students, 
faculty, staff and community to create positive, systemic 
changes for a sustainable future. Our University’s values 
are deeply rooted in the Cajun and Creole cultures of 
our Acadiana region. These values strongly connect us 
to our environment and communities, and influence our 

STUDENTS FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN

We set out strategic objectives that will guide the 
University community in continuing our steady progress 
toward achieving our sustainability goals. Faculty, 
staff, students, and administrators worked together to 
incorporate principles of sustainability and strategies for 
progress into all areas of our institution, including our 
operations, our mission of education and research, and 

engagement of our campus community.  In working to 
achieve our goals, we will utilize our campus and region 
as a living laboratory to inform and inspire our students, 
faculty, staff and community to create positive, systemic 
changes for a sustainable future. Our University’s values 
are deeply rooted in the Cajun and Creole cultures of 
our Acadiana region. These values strongly connect us 

NAMI
The National Alliance on Mental Illness, is the 

nation’s largest mental health organization dedicated 
to building better lives for the millions of Americans 
affected by mental illness. We are an association of 
hundreds of local affiliates, state organizations and 
volunteers who work in your community to raise 
awareness and provide support and education that was 
not previously available to those in need. NAMI relies 

on gifts and contributions to support our important 
work. We advocate, lead, and provide volunteer leaders 
with the tools, resources and skills necessary to ally 
with mental health. Each year, we provide free referral, 
information and support, public awareness events and 
activities, including Mental Illness Awareness Week 
(MIAW), NAMIWalks and other efforts, successfully 
combat stigma and encourage understanding. 
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THE VERMILION
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Section Editors Writers

Melissa Watson Brian Tran
Kenton Jackson

John Roman
David Reed

Morri Sampey
Tim Ledet

Madelyn Myer
Lachelle Smith

Jami Jacobo

Elliot Wade
Zack Nagy

Olivia Beauvais
Amelia Jennings

Brett Smith
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Christian Janes
Sadie Boss
Emily Britt

Kaylee Hooper

Marketing
Seth Savell

Digital Media
Brianne Hendricks

Ashley Marshall

Layout / Design
Cole Broussard
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L’ACADIEN
Yearbook Staff

Editors Photographers

Graphic DesignersWriters

James Mays
Andre Bourgeois

Andre Broussard
James Mays
Brian Tran

Andre Bourgeois
Danielle Kemp

Katherine Latour
Raven Marcotte 

Amelia Markezich
Ashley Marshall
Madison Page

Alyiah Cosie
David Reed

Aaron Gonsoulin
Grant Miller
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Elliot Wade

Special thanks to Vice President Patricia 
Cottonham and Beth Washington in Student Affairs
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COLOPHON

Publishing Company:
Multi-Media Technology
Trim:
9 x 12
Paper:
157 gm matte text
Copies:
5,000
Cover:
4.0 Eska Board Soft Touch Velvet Lamination 

L’Acadien Yearbook operates with the freedom of the 
press and the protection of the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution. Multi-Media Technology 
printed volume 101 of the L’Acadien through an 
open-bid contract with the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Purchasing office. An assessment of $12 
for full-time students was included in the fall 2019 
registration to fund production and printing. 
The book was designed using iMac computers. The staff 
designed all layouts. Photographs were either submitted 
or taken by staff photographers with their own personal 
cameras or issued by the university. 
All files were sent to Multi-Media Technology for 
printing. The UL Lafayette Cajun Card Identification 
Office submitted university faculty, staff and student 
headshots. Organizational information was submitted 
to L’Acadien by these groups.
The 2019-2020 L’Acadien, Volume 101, is copyrighted 
and may not be reproduced in any form, expect for 
education purpose, without prior permission of the 
current editor, the UL Lafayette Communications 
Committee and UL Vice President of Affairs.
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