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20 Years Since 9/11
T he 9/11 Memorial, located at the Alumni Center on the 

corner of St. Mary Boulevard and Girard Park Drive, 
exhibits a broken section of the Pentagon building that 
was damaged by the terrorist attacks 20 years ago. 
According to Interim Alumni Director John Claude 
Arceneaux, this fragment of the Pentagon was  
retrieved by Lester Guidry. Two other pieces of the 
damaged Pentagon are located in Downtown Lafayette 
and at the American Legion. 

The university houses this piece of the Pentagon in 
remembrance of those affected by the events that took 
place on September 11, 2001. The memorial was funded by 
the UL Lafayette Alumni Association. 

This year marked the 20th anniversary of the 
devastating attacks on 9/11. This was a pivotal and 
despondent moment in the history of the United States 
of America. Among the thousands of people who lost 
their lives were Siew-Nya Ang and Robert Hymel, two UL 
Lafayette alumni. 

Siew-Nya Ang, a 1988 graduate, was working on the 
day of the attack at the World Trade Center. Siew-Nya 
Ang, along with many others, did not make it out of the 
building. 

Hymel, a decorated Vietnam War veteran, was on site at 
the Pentagon working as a civilian. He also did not survive 
the attacks. The broken piece of the Pentagon remains 

on campus to honor and remember this tragic event and 
those that died.

With the combined efforts of UL Alumni Association, UL 
ROTC Color Guard, Lafayette Fire Department, UL Police 
Department, UL Student Veteran Organization, and UL 
Veteran Services, a ceremony was held on campus at the 
memorial site to commemorate the events of Sept. 11, 
2001 

The victims, military personnel, first responders and 
the families of everyone affected by the attacks were 
honored during the ceremony. Siew-Nya Ang and Hymel 
were remembered with a speech followed by the playing 
of “Taps.” 

The message conveyed to everyone was to never forget 
the attacks against America on 9/11. 

The last line on the plaque at the memorial site reads, 
“This shard of limestone from the Pentagon wreckage 
honors all the casualties, survivors and heroes of the  
9/11 attacks.” 

A video of the ceremony is posted on the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette Veteran Services Facebook page. 

The 9/11 memorial is easily accessible for visitation at 
the Alumni Center. 

Memorials honor those killed in terrorist attacks

Story: Brittany LeJeune
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood
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[fleur6] (Opposite page) officials gather to remember and honor those who lost their lives in the September 11, 2001 attacks. 9/11 memorials are 
located in Downtown Lafayette (above), at the American Legion and near the UL Lafayette Alumni Center (below) on St. Mary Blvd.
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Afghanistan
2021 saw the U.S. completely withdraw its military from 

Afghanistan, resulting in a Taliban victory and the end 
of the longest war in American history.

The U.S. involvement in modern Afghanistan stretches 
back to the Cold War. Following the Saur Revolution 
in 1978, in which Afghanistan’s autocratic government 
was overthrown by a socialist revolutionary party, 
the Soviet Union entered Afghanistan to support the 
socialist government being established. Guerilla fighters, 
known as the Mujahideen, begin a jihad against the new 
Afghan government and the Soviets. The Mujahideen 
are supported by the U.S., who send them arms and 
welcome their leader to the White House. One of the 
fighters among the Mujahideen was Osama Bin Laden.

In 1988, the Geneva Peace Accords were signed, 
resulting in the withdrawal of the Soviets from 
Afghanistan. A few years later in 1992, the socialist 
government collapses and infighting begins to take place 
in the capital of Kabul between the various sects within 
the Mujahideen. It’s from one of the Mujahideen groups 
that the Taliban emerges. The Taliban swiftly start to 
take control of Afghanistan, taking Kabul and hanging 
the former Afghan president Mohammad Najibullah. By 
1998, they had control over most of the country. 

Taliban rule is imposed: most women are banned from 
working, girls aren’t allowed to receive an education, 
convicted murderers and adulterers were publicly 
executed and those convicted of theft have their limbs 
amputated. Television, music and film are also banned.

In 2001, following the September 11 attacks by the 
terrorist group al-Qaeda, the U.S. demanded that the 
Taliban hand over Bin Laden, who founded the group 
and was a known associate of the Taliban’s leader. The 
Taliban refused, and the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan 
began on Oct. 7, 2001. The U.S. eventually drove the 
Taliban into hiding and established a new government 
in Afghanistan. But in 2006, the Taliban re-emerged and 
began to take territory in the south.

[fleur6] President Trump visits with U.S troops in Afghanistan. Photo: 
Olivier Douliery/AFP/Getty Images

[fleur6] American soldiers board a U.S. Air Force aircraft at Kabul’s 
international airport on Aug. 30. Photo: Aamir Qureshi/AFP via Getty 
Images

Taliban takes over after 
U.S. withdraws from 
Afghanistan
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During the 20-year war, nearly 2,500 American troops 
and an estimated 240,000 Afghans were killed. The war 
cost $2 trillion. Territory moved between Afghan and 
Taliban control, until the U.S. under President Donald 
Trump signed a peace agreement with the Taliban, 
agreeing to the complete withdrawal of all U.S. military 
forces.

This agreement was confirmed to still be on track in a 
speech by President Joe Biden on July 8, 2021, who said 
that the U.S. had accomplished its mission in Afghanistan.

“The United States did what we went to do in 
Afghanistan: to get the terrorists who attacked us on 9/11 
and to deliver justice to Osama Bin Laden,” Biden said. 

He stressed throughout the speech that it was up to 
Afghanistan’s people to decide the fate of their country.

“We did not go to Afghanistan to nation-build.  And 
it’s the right and the responsibility of the Afghan people 
alone to decide their future and how they want to run 
their country,” Biden said.

Biden was asked if the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan 
was inevitable, to which he responded it wasn’t.

“The Afghan troops have 300,000 well-equipped— 
as well-equipped as any army in the world—and an air 
force against something like 75,000 Taliban. It is not 
inevitable,” Biden said.

A little over a month later, on Aug. 15, 2021, the 
Western-backed Afghan government collapsed and the 
Taliban seized control of Kabul. Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani fled the country, and within a week, the Taliban 
had taken the country’s major cities. Thousands of 
Afghans flooded Kabul’s airport, trying to find a way to 
escape the country.

On Aug. 30, 2021, Biden fulfilled the U.S. peace 
agreement, and the U.S. withdrew the last of its forces 
from Afghanistan. In the chaotic airlift evacuation, tens 
of thousands of Afghans who had assisted the West 
against the Taliban were left behind, along with an 
estimated 100 Americans.

Six months later, the United Nations has said that at 
least half a million Afghans have lost their jobs since the 
Taliban’s victory, and that by mid-2022, up to 97% of 
Afghans could be living below the poverty line. Several 
Afghan journalists have been detained and tortured, 
with most having either left the country or trying to find 
a way out. Human Rights Watch has reported former 
government officials being executed or otherwise forced 
to disappear. 

[fleur6] U.S. Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 
Khalilzad and Taliban co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar sign a 
peace agreement during a ceremony in the Qatari capital Doha on 
Feb. 29, 2020. Photo: Karim Jaafar / AFP - Getty Images

[fleur6] A Taliban fighter sits inside the cockpit of an Afghan Air Force 
aircraft at the airport in Kabul on Aug. 31, after the U.S. pulled all 
its troops out of Afghanistan. Photo: Wakil Kohsar/AFP via Getty 
Images

Story: Adhamm Safford
Design: Meg Norwood
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Cajundome
Events

The COVID-19 pandemic resulted in the closure of 
many businesses and venues, the cancellation of 

previously planned events and nations going into 
lockdown worldwide.

Following the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
countries started to gradually open back up, allowing 
public events and gatherings to take place again. 
With this, the Cajundome re-opened and resumed 
normal operations with headliners such as the Harlem 
Globetrotters, KISS, Louisiana native Lauren Daigle and 
more.

Along with the performances and appearances by 
various artists and celebrities, the Cajundome also 
hosted several other events. The University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette’s Fall 2021 Commencement Ceremony 
was held at the Cajundome on December 17-18, 2021. 
Following the loosened COVID-19 restrictions, the 
ceremony was able to be held at 100% capacity and 
tickets were not required, though masks were still 
enforced. The Cajundome continued to be the home of 
the Ragin’ Cajuns men and women’s basketball teams 
throughout the year as well. The 2022 Cajun Heartland 
State Fair was also hosted at the Cajundome from May 
26 to June 5, featuring rides, food, live music and other 
attractions.

Story: Adhamm Safford
Photos: Andre Broussard, Aubry Linn
Design: Meghan Carrigan

[fleur6] Jeezy performing at the 
Cajundome April 30, 2022

Cajundome reopens and offers fans a variety 
of music and entertainment in 2021-22
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[fleur6] Kane Brown Concert

[fleur6] KISS Concert [fleur6] Kevin Gates performing at the Cajundome April 30, 2022.

[fleur6] (Above and below) Harlem Globetrotters
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Local News
KOK adds locations
KOK Wings & Things, founded by former University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette students, has announced it will 
be establishing a new location in Baton Rouge and plans to 
have it open by July 2022.

KOK was founded by Corey McCoy, Avery Bell, Jared 
Johnson and Tre’jan Vinson, who were fraternity brothers 
in Kappa Alpha Psi. McCoy shared how the concept of the 
restaurant first came about when chief executive officer 
McCoy and Vinson decided to cook for a house party.

“We were living together while we were going to UL. 
We were fraternity brothers, and we started to throw 
house parties,” McCoy said. “We ended up thinking about 
cooking for everybody, making the party a little bit more 
fun, and my dad had a nice little recipe, so we tried it out 
a couple times. It was pretty good, pretty successful, and I 
realized we could possibly make a business out of it.”

The KOK in Baton Rouge will be their fourth location, 
adding to two locations in Lafayette and one in Franklin. 
This new location will be a full-service location like the one 
on University Avenue. They hope to replicate the success 
of their University Avenue location by adapting to the local 
community in Baton Rouge.

“We want to take that same approach,” Vinson said. 
“It’s been a high demand, and we’ve been wanting to 
elevate from one market to another. Baton Rouge is a 
bigger market than Lafayette, there’s just more people, 
more infrastructure there,” Vinson said. “We’ve only been 
able to go to lateral markets like southside Lafayette or 
Franklin, so this would be the first time that we’d actually 
see what our product and our brand can do in a bigger city 
and how quickly we can make an impact.”

Vinson further added that they do plan to expand KOK 
to eventually become a national brand.

“We want to get out of state, we want to go from city to 

city, state to state, maybe even to another country if at all 
possible. Right now we’re trying to make sure that we can 
go from major city to major city in Louisiana,” Vinson said.

Vinson spoke on how KOK had opened up three 
locations within a year of each other when they first 
started up, though they slowed down to focus on 
infrastructure and staffing. However, the hope now is to 
ramp up the addition of new locations again.

[fleur6] KOK (left) and Mel’s Dinner (above) are popular local restaurants.

Popular eatery reopens
After closing in April 2020 due to a fire that causing sig-

nificant damage to the building, Mel’s Diner reopened 
on March 7th, 2022.

The ‘50s style diner first opened in 1992 by Mel and 
Jack Naumann and has been a staple location on Johnston 
Street ever since, frequented by UL Lafayette students 
and known for its one-of-a-kind atmosphere, hearty food, 
and 24-hour service. 

Mel’s Diner first closed in early 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic and nationwide shutdown. It re-
opened on April 23, 2020, and on that same day, a fire 
broke out after the diner closed for the day. The pilot 
lights for the restaurant’s main grill were left on and 
ignited grease. The subsequent fire spread and burned 
for about 25 minutes until a passerby saw the smoke and 
called 911. About $400,000 worth of damage was done to 
the building itself, and about $350,000 worth to equip-
ment and furniture.

Though all of the diner’s furniture has been reuphol-
stered and some of its décor has changed, many of the 
wall hangings that longtime customers would recognize 
have been salvaged and continue to serve the diner’s ‘50s 
aesthetic today. 
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National News
The price of gas rose to an all-time high across the 

country in 2022, costing more than it ever had in 
history. According to American Automobile Association, 
the national average for the price of gas in May 2022 was 
$4.32. 

“Even as prices are expected to decline after May, the 
average is expected to remain over $4 until November,” a 
USA Today article states.

After a brief period of minor increase, gas prices have 
risen dramatically due to the conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia as the U.S. is no longer importing oil from 
Russia. 

“Americans have never seen gasoline prices this high, 
nor have we seen the pace of increases so fast and 
furious,” Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy said. “That combination makes this situation all 
the more remarkable and intense, with crippling sanctions 
on Russia curbing their flow of oil, leading to the massive 
spike in the price of all fuels: gasoline, diesel, jet fuel  
and more.” 

Students commented on the impact of having to pay 
more to fill up their cars. 

“I hate that there is a war going on and that it is having 
such a huge effect on us,” Austin Shaw, a UL sophomore, 
said.

One student suggested that oil companies should be 
paying more instead of regular citizens. 

“Instead of putting all the burden on citizens to 
pay the rising gas prices, maybe just make it where oil 
companies do not make tons of money,” Christopher 
Marcantel, a junior majoring in civil engineering, said.

Marcantel is a front desk worker in the residence halls 
and is paid minimum wage every two weeks. He only 
works the number of hours that he is scheduled as a 
student worker.

“When I filled up a couple of days ago, it was $35, so 
nearly half of my check,” Marcantel said.

Sophomore Kendall Umeozulu, who owns a Toyota 
Corolla, is not driving very much because of the gas 
prices. It has been two weeks since he has filled up his 
car.

According to Rocket HQ calculated at $3.85/gallon, “a 
car with a 12-gallon tank costs $46.20 to fill up while a 
larger car with a 15-gallon tank costs $57.75.”

The price to fill up a tank will affect students 
financially, and they are directly seeing the effects of the 
climbing gas prices. 

“My car is a 16-gallon tank, and it is also a V6 engine, 
and it takes about $64 to fill it up,” Shaw said. 

The major solution to the gas prices for most students 
is simply to not drive as far or as often. Students are 
staying on campus, and many are not going home to visit 
their families. 

“My family does live in New Iberia, and I have family in 
Texas, so I would not be able to drive as much and visit,” 
Shaw said. 

Most students are living and working on campus but 
have limited income and are making minimum wage. 
Students have a limited amount of money and the rising 
prices will affect them financially. 

“I am a college student, and I should not be paying that 
for gas,” Umeozulu said. “I do not have the funds, and I 
am trying to focus on school right now.”

 Stories: Adhamm Safford & Brittany LeJeune
Photos: Andre Broussard & Malik Jones
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] Gas prices at a gas station on Johnston Steet, March 13, 2022.

Rising gas prices



Opening28 L’Acadien

The War
On Feb 24, 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin 

announced a “special military operation” against 
Ukraine, stating its goal is to “protect people who have 
been subjected to bullying and genocide… for the last 
eight years,” referring to the war in the Donbass region of 
Ukraine that has been ongoing since 2014, though Ukraine 
dismisses the allegations of genocide. Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine began on the same day.

Kyiv’s main airport was hit in the first wave of attacks, 
followed by explosions being heard within Kyiv itself the 
next day. Fighting between Russian and Ukrainian forces 
continued throughout the Kyiv Oblast (province). As of 
April 1, Russia has stated they would scale down operations 
in the region. NATO claims that Russia is really regrouping, 
while Ukraine claims that Russia is losing ground rather 
than withdrawing on their own.

Mariupol, a Ukraine-controlled city in Donetsk, was 
one of the major sieges by Russia. Parts of the city were 
shelled, leading to lost power, gas and running water. On 
March 14, Russia agreed to a humanitarian corridor to allow 
civilians to evacuate. Following this, Russian forces entered 
the center of Mariupol. Moscow called for Ukrainian forces 
to surrender, and eventually Ukrainian forces pulled out 
from the city

The Background
The conflict, as of writing, is still ongoing, with this 

invasion being an escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian War 
that began in 2014 following Ukraine’s Maidan Revolution, 
in which protests were sparked by the pro-Russian then-
President Viktor Yanukovych’s decision to not sign an 
agreement that would’ve brought the European Union 
and Ukraine closer, as well as the corruption within the 
administration at the time. The Maidan Revolution resulted 
in the ousting of Yanukovych, the overthrow of the 
previous government and pro-Russian unrest throughout 
Ukraine.

In March 2014, Russia annexed Crimea, a part of Ukraine 
with an ethnic Russian majority. Crimea held a referendum 
in which they voted to leave Ukraine and join Russia, 
though this referendum was deemed by the European 
Union as “contrary to the Ukrainian Constitution and 
international law.” 

On May 2, 2014, tensions between pro-and anti-Maidan 
protestors erupted in the city of Odessa. Fighting occurs 
in the streets, with both sides reported to have been using 
“improvised incendiaries (bottles and rockets).” Present 
on the pro-Maidan side are armed militants from Right 
Sector, a far-right paramilitary group. The clash in Odessa 
culminates in anti-Maidan protestors being forced to 
retreat into the Trade Unions House, which was then set on fire.

Since April 2014, active fighting has been ongoing in the 
Donbass region of Ukraine, between the Russian-backed 
separatist forces of Donetsk and Lugansk, which have 
large ethnic Russian populations and seek to secede from 
Ukraine, and the Ukrainian military. On March 25, 2022, 
Russia stated it would “focus our core efforts on achieving 
the main goal, the liberation of Donbass.” 

Putin, in a phone call to the Turkish President, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, listed out his demands for a peace deal 
with Ukraine. He called for Ukraine to be neutral and not 
join NATO, for Ukraine to undergo a disarmament process, 
for a protection in Ukraine for the Russian language and 
for Ukraine to go through “de-Nazification.” Putin also 
expressed his wishes to meet face-to-face with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky to discuss the issues of the 
Donbass region.

Chester Rzadkiewicz, Ph.D., who teaches Russian history 
at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, spoke on how 
Russia’s invasion could have possibly been prevented if 
there had been a concession to their list of demands given 
in December of 2021.

“No NATO expansion to Ukraine. And they also wanted 
missiles, any NATO missiles removed from the border,” 
Rzadkiewicz said. “The big thing was keeping Ukraine out 
of NATO, and also protecting the people living in Lugansk 
and Donetsk. Again, populated with millions of ethnic 
Russians.”

He added that Russia perceived the prospect of Ukraine 
joining NATO as an existential threat.

“Well for one thing, it would reduce the warning time 
for missiles to reach Moscow,” Rzadkiewicz said. “The 
Russians, they feel very threatened by missiles on their 
borders. And rightfully so.”

Rzadkiewicz also touched on the escalation of war in the 
Donbass region as sparking the invasion.

“But when the Ukrainians picked up their assault 
on Lugansk and Donetsk, that was like the last straw. 
Something had to be done, they had to be stopped,” 
Rzadkiewicz said.

He added that he did not feel Russia’s intentions were to 
take over Ukraine.

“It’ll be a huge problem if Russia wants to take over 
Ukraine and reincorporate it back into Russia like in the old 
Soviet days,” Rzadkiewicz said. “I don’t think the Russians 
want that. I think it would be crazy. They want something 
on paper, they want a settlement.”

Putin has also stated that he wants to de-Nazify Ukraine. 
Despite Zelensky being Jewish, Ukraine has a noted neo-
Nazi presence. The Azov Battalion, a Ukrainian neo-Nazi 
former paramilitary group, is currently a unit of Ukraine’s 
National Guard and has been active throughout the 
conflict, particularly in the defense of Mariupol.

Ukrainian
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Story: Adhamm Safford & Lena Foster
Photos: Emilio Morenatti/AP
Design: Julia McDow

American Response
America’s response to the war has largely been to 

provide humanitarian assistance to Ukraine, to sanction 
Russia and to have the private sector pull out from the 
country. US President Joe Biden, in a speech in Warsaw, 
spoke on the effects of these sanctions on the Russian 
economy.
“The private sector is acting as well. Over 400 private 
multinational companies have pulled out of doing business 
in Russia — left Russia completely — from oil companies 
to McDonald’s,” Biden said. “The economy is on track to be 
cut in half in the coming years.  It was ranked — Russia’s 
economy was ranked the 11th biggest economy in the world 
before this evasion — invasion.  It will soon not even rank 
among the top 20 in the world.” 

These sanctions have impacted Russian citizens, most of 
all through severe inflation. “It takes about 200 rubles to 
equal one dollar,” Biden said to applause.

Prices for consumer goods have increased by 2.2%, 
with food among the highest price hikes. Electronics and 
appliances have also risen dramatically in price, with the 
average cost of smartphones and televisions increasing by 
over 10%, in addition to major companies, such as Apple, 
stopping sales to the country.

Rzadkiewicz expressed his issues with America’s sanctions 
and how it’s damaging to the US and the rest of the world.

“Our sanctions can be devastating. They hurt us too. 
And I think the kind of sanctions we’ve laid on Russia is 
damaging to the world economy,” Rzadkiewicz said. “We’re 
literally stealing money too with these sanctions. We’re 
cutting off access to bank reserves and stuff. And it’s war 
by other means.”

Student Perspective
Daniil Katerynchuck currently attends UL Lafayette and 

was born in Kyiv, Ukraine. Katerynchuck moved to the 
United States in 2019 to go to school and pursue a major in 
mechanical engineering. 
When news surfaced of the conflict, Katerynchuck found it 
difficult to get through the first week of hearing about it.
 “I was depressed and sometimes I didn’t even have 
the strength or desire to go grab something to eat,” 
Katerynchuck said. “I wanted to be completely isolated, 
and I spent Mardi Gras reading the news all day long. I was 
very concerned for my family and friends and their safety.”

After hearing about it, Katerynchuck tried to stay in 
touch with his family. His sister, mother and grandparents 
decided to go to Germany where there’s family, however, 
his father had to stay in Kyiv because of Ukraine’s policy 
which prohibits men between the ages of 18 and 60 to 
leave the country. His family in Germany is currently 
applying for refugee status.

 Katerynchuck shared how he can feel helpless during 
this time, but his family constantly reminds him that the 
best way to help is by doing what he set out to do when he 
went to college.

Nazi presence. The Azov Battalion, a Ukrainian neo-Nazi 
former paramilitary group, is currently a unit of Ukraine’s 
National Guard and has been active throughout the 
conflict, particularly in the defense of Mariupol.

“We talk everyday, and that gives me strength. 
But sometimes I feel like I’m not helping enough,” 
Katerynchuck said. “The biggest help and support that 
I could do right now for my family right now is to find a 
summer internship, and then find a job after my graduation 
so that I can financially help the family.”

Katerynchuck continues to battle various concerns, 
both internationally and locally. He talked about his worry 
about Putin’s use of nuclear war and nuclear weapons 
and the Russian army’s potential actions of destruction 
to the Chernobyl nuclear power plants which can cause a 
tremendous release of radiation throughout Europe. 

Along with that, Katerynchuck worries about what’s to 
come with him when the semester ends. He’s currently 
looking for a place to stay since he can’t go back to 
Ukraine, and he’s trying to find ways to handle paying for 
tuition. 

According to Katerynchuck, although he’s excelling 
academically, he’s having trouble finding enjoyment in 
his social events and interests like soccer, festival going, 
basketball and guitar playing.

“I feel like this guilt that while I attend festivals right now, 
there are like people dying in my country,” Katerynchuck 
said. “So I simply can’t enjoy it as much as I used to.”

With everything going on, Katerynchuck still confirms 
that he feels safe at the university and encourages people 
to speak with their political leaders about the current 
conflict. He also encourages people to look for trust funds 
and charities to donate to. Katerynchuck and his father are 
working together to try to find sponsors to help provide 
materials such as radios, armor plates and vision devices to 
the Territorial Defense Force of Kyiv. 

Russo War
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette has 
finalized an agreement with the Catholic Diocese 

of Lafayette to purchase a portion of the property 
that was once home to Our Lady of Lourdes Regional 
Medical Center.

Acquiring the 5.834-acre tract at West St. Mary 
Boulevard and St. Landry Street from the Diocese 
moves UL Lafayette closer to uniting its main campus 
with University Research Park and the athletics 
complex, a goal of its 2012 Master Plan.

“But this transformational moment for our 
University is about more than property – it’s about 
promise,” said Dr. Joseph Savoie, UL Lafayette 
president. “In addition to providing space that’s 
necessary for our physical growth, this acquisition 
enables the fulfillment of a vision we have for 
advancing health care in the region.”

The acreage UL Lafayette will acquire from the 
Diocese contains medical office buildings and other 
facilities that were part of the hospital complex 
owned by Lourdes. The University plans to relocate its 
College of Nursing & Health Sciences to the site. With 
renovations, the tract and its buildings will become 
the nucleus of a health sciences campus.

Savoie said the property acquisition enables the 
University to pursue multiple objectives. Among them: 
increasing the number of nursing and health sciences 

students it enrolls and graduates; expanding degree 
programs; enhancing existing partnerships with 
health providers and building others; creating 
collaborations with professional schools and 
health systems; and deepening relationships with 
biomedical and biopharmaceutical firms.

“Acquiring this property brings this vision into 
focus, and we’re grateful to have a partner like the 
Diocese of Lafayette who shares our commitment 
to strengthening health care in the region,” Savoie 
said.

As part of the agreement, the University will 
transfer 1.411 acres adjacent to E.K. Long Gym at the 
corner of East St. Mary Boulevard and Girard Park 
Circle to the Diocese.

The 1.411-acre tract is valued at $860,000, 
according to the Act of Exchange signed last 
summer; the 5.834 acres the University purchased 
from the Diocese is valued at $4.175 million.

The state paid $3.315 million to compensate 
the Diocese for the difference in the values of the 
properties.

Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel of the Diocese of 
Lafayette said the exchanged land will be the site 
of a new Our Lady of Wisdom Church & Catholic 
Student Center, which is currently located across 
East St. Mary Boulevard from its future location.

UL to trade land with Diocese

Land 
Swap
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“The Diocese is happy to partner with the 
University in fulfilling its vision for health care in 
Acadiana through this property purchase and land 
exchange. The University, Our Lady of Wisdom 
and the wider community will benefit from this 
agreement,” Deshotel said.

“The University’s growth will help it meet 
the critical need for educated, compassionate 
health care professionals, while Wisdom will have 
land available to build a new church and student 
center. Wisdom’s current facility is located on 
land leased from the University and it is no longer 
adequate to meet students’ spiritual and social 
needs.

UL Lafayette is in discussions with Our Lady 
of Lourdes for the acquisition of additional, 
undeveloped property that the hospital complex 
once encompassed. This 16-acre tract is bound 
by St. Landry and St. Julien streets. Properties, 
buildings and a parking structure comprising 
approximately 4 additional acres across St. Landry 
Street would also be included in the agreement 
between the University and Lourdes.

Story: L’Acadien staff/UL Communications
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Tyti’Yana Crosby

[fleur6] A property exchange between the University and Our Lady of 
Lourdes involves land on St. Landry St. (top) and St. Mary Blvd. 
(above).
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A group of students from the University of New Orleans 
and Nicholls State University temporarily stayed on 

the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s campus as a 
result of the effects of Hurricane Ida.

According to Margarita Perez, dean of students at UL 
Lafayette, after hearing news of the hurricane hitting 
Southeast Louisiana, the university started contacting its 
counterparts to see how they could help.

The Deans of Students from both UNO and Nicholls 
took action to communicate with their students and find 
out what they needed. Most students shared that they 
needed a place to stay. 

“Their students indicated that they needed help with 
housing. In particular, the residential students that live on 
UNO’s campus,” Perez said.

The university searched for vacancies and looked into 
Harris Hall as a potential housing option. The hall was 
taken offline and was supposed to be used as a backup 
residential site for COVID students who needed to isolate 
and quarantine. Administration decided to use Harris Hall, 
Legacy Park Apartments and Heritage at Cajun Village to 
house the students.

Administration sent emails to students who were 
displaced or unable to return home as a result of the 
hurricane and invited them to live on UL’s campus.

Peter Wypyszinski, a Nicholls sophomore majoring 
in business management, did not think the storm would 
be that bad, and he did not expect his school to shut 
down for this extended amount of time. He was staying 
with his friends when he received the invitation from the 
university. 

“It just got clearer and clearer that this is really bad, 
and a lot is damaged. So I stayed with some friends, and 
then I got the email that there was potential staying here,” 
Wypyszinski said. “Then they said if you come here, you 
can use all of the campus stuff. And I was like yes, I’m 
there.” 

Displaced students either drove to campus themselves 
or rode the bus that the university set up for them. 

With help from many departments on campus such as 
housing, dining, transportation, student health services 
and admissions, the students underwent a process of 
integration into the university. 

“Like what we did with our own residential students, 
we required the COVID test, so we had to provide testing. 
Admissions was on site to orient them to let them know 
what services we have on our campus,” Perez said.

The university provided students with a meal plan and 
housing, and they were given access to transportation 
options and student facilities such as Bourgeois Hall.

UL Lafayette experienced a similar situation with 
McNeese State students last year due to Hurricane Laura. 

Hurricane Ida

[fleur6] (Above) Veillon’s, a gas station in Prairieville, La. was damaged from 
Hurricane Ida.  (Below) Olivia Bergeron, a displaced UNO student, 
speaks with University President Joseph Savoie.
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Story: Lena Foster
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] About 24 hours after Hurricane Ida made landfall in southeast 
Louisiana, people waited in lines in Prairieville, La. to fill cans with gas.

Resident assistants were also available for students, 
and did things to assist students such as store deliveries 
and trips. Some students found this transition to be 
confusing and strange.

“It’s been weird. It’s like I make a plan and I want to go 
do it, but being here, you can’t make a plan,” Wypyszinski 
said. “You don’t know what’s going to happen in the next 
week.”  

According to UNO senior Steve Gozzo, there was a 
time when he went into the food court and got chewed 
out for not placing his backpack in the designated section, 
which he was not aware of.

However, despite the unexpectedness, some students 
got involved with some of the aspects of the school and 
participated in events and organizations. 

Erdem Aktosun, a research assistant for UNO studying 
wind current research in water, wasn’t used to hurricane 
impacts and found the experience difficult. But after 
coming to UL and seeing the Lafayette atmosphere, he 
took advantage of his situation by taking pictures of the 
university’s natural landscape.

Olivia Bergeron, a UNO senior majoring in biology, 
went to events involving Chi Alpha, UPC and The 
Episcopal Church. She also had a chance to go to UL’s first 
home game, which was a new experience since UNO does 
not have a football team.

“I liked how passionate everyone was. I loved seeing all 
the tailgate people, organizations and families. I also liked 
yelling with everybody,” Bergeron said. “I’ve been trying 
to make the most of it, so I’ve been going to whatever 
events I hear about.”

Bergeron explored downtown Lafayette as well and 
went to some popular student hotspots outside of 
campus.

Despite being on UL Lafayette’s campus, the students 
still communicated with family, friends, and their own 
school officials to offer help to those in need.

Wypyszinski got involved in UL Lafayette’s Chi Alpha 
organization during his time on campus and also worked 
with Nicholls’s Chi Alpha team led by Cecil Ellis to clean up 
the area. 

UNO students returned to their campus between 
September 11 and 12. However, Nicholls students stayed on 
UL’s campus a few more weeks, according to Dawn Miller, 
assistant director of Housing at UL. 

“It’s been wacky. It’s been a different life experience 
than probably anything before that I’ve experienced. It 
feels like you’re kind of thrown around, you know from 
place to place, for the time being,” Wypyszinski said. 
“But, I mean above everything else, I’m just staying super 
grateful.”

[fleur6] Peter Wypyszinski, a Nicholls student, and Reed Broussard, UL SGA 
President, meet with University President Joseph Savoie in the fall 
semester.
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New Student
Convocation

[fleur6] Upon graduation, students are permanently connected to campus by having their names become part of the University’s Walk of Honor.
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T he New Student Convocation is UL Lafayette’s 
ceremony to formally welcome the incoming class, 

while celebrating the official start of their academic career. 
Each year, Convocation entails hearing from faculty, staff 
and student speakers who share their own experiences 
and advice—about making the most of students’ time at 
UL Lafayette, finding their people and making their mark. 

Student speakers are chosen through an application 
process and selected by a team of UL Lafayette’s faculty 
and staff from the Office of First-Year Experience, based 
on their academic achievements, campus involvement 
and inspiring personal stories. There are a couple of 
opportunities for a select group of students to be involved 
with convocation, including serving as a co-Emcee for the 
event or as a student speaker sharing their story to the 
incoming students at Convocation. 

 The theme of the 2021 New Student Convocation 
was “Behind the Bricks: Building Your Legacy of Honor.” 
The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s unique Walk 
of Honor is paved with bricks engraved with graduates’ 
names, arranged alphabetically by year beginning with 
the first graduating class of 1903. Every graduate from 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette has their name 
inscribed on a brick, which is placed on the Walk of Honor.  

The New Student Convocation 2021 organizing 
committee decided on this theme while discussing the 
bricks with graduates’ names on them and wondering, 
“what type of legacy and walk did these students leave 

behind? What were their journey and story?” 
The monologue the student speakers created focused 

on the message to incoming students that, at UL 
Lafayette, they will be starting their “walk of honor.” 

The New Student Convocation was scheduled to take 
place on August 22, 2021 at Cajundome, but like several 
events this year, it was moved virtually due to a surge in 
COVID-19 cases around Acadiana. 

The speakers recorded their speeches, and students 
from the incoming class of 2025 were automatically 
enrolled in an online course to complete Convocation 
virtually as part of their UNIV 100 freshman course. 

The theme was about a college students’ journey 
and overcoming challenges. COVID made it possible to 
enforce the idea that sometimes, your walk of honor 
has unexpected things that happen, and overcoming 
challenges means people must begin again and seize every 
opportunity along their path, even if it was unexpected 
and, at times, challenging. 

The 2021 New Student Convocation speakers were 
Lauren Lopez, Tyler Batiste, Sage Aucoin, Faryal Atif, Tayla 
Weary, Sara Bush, Addison Ceasar and Ayush Deshpande. 
Each speaker shared their inspiring journeys and spoke 
about the opportunities awaiting the new class at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.
Story: Faryal Atif
Photos: Andre Broussard and New Student Convocation
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] Faryal Atif, a graduate student at UL, spoke to incoming 
freshmen—including her son—at Convocation.

[fleur6] Sage Aucoin shared his college experience at Convocation in 
August.

Students share advice and wisdom with freshmen
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Get On Board Day allowed student organizations to 
gather and present information about their groups 

in the quad on Feb. 9, 2022. The University of Louisana 
at Lafayette has more than 250 student organizations. 

Greek organizations set up tables unique to their 
particular chapter to discuss matters of fraternity and 
sorority membership. There were numerous clubs that 
are focused on centralized goals and interests. 

Some clubs are specific to majors such as biology, 
engineering, or business. Other clubs include hobbies 
like playing chess. Many of the student organizations 
host events throughout the year like Engineering Day, 
The Big Event and Sneaux Day for students to attend. 

Students can access a list of the different student 
organizations on their engage account. 

Story: Brittany LeJeune
Photos: Trenton Bono, Boyd Daniels & Jalen Duplessis
Design: Sarah Guidry



Student Life 39L’Acadien



Student Life40 L’Acadien

Terence
Toomer
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Terence Toomer has been involved in the University Program 
Council (UPC) since he has been a freshman at UL. He 

started at UPC as street team personnel and worked his way to 
his current position as UPC President. 

“I always wanted to go up. So I’ve been through every 
position, so I went from street team personnel, which was 
just a general member to a coordinator. I was a game day 
coordinator,” Toomer said. “My first year was when COVID first 
happened. Then I was spirit director and now President, so I’ve 
always had that mindset to just go up, and I’ve had that with 
like, every organization I’ve been part of.”

Lagniappe Day 2022 was a special day for Toomer since it 
was the first big one since the COVID-19 pandemic and because 
Lagniappe Day is where he initially decided to get more 
involved on campus.

“Lagniappe Day was my favorite event simply because that’s 
where I gained my passion for UPC. Freshman year, Lagniappe 
Day was the first event that I volunteered to help for so it 
just brought back memories, and this year was the first real 
Lagniappe Day that we’ve had in a while.”

Toomer’s favorite part of Lagniappe Day was participating in 
the events such as canoe races, pepper-eating contests and, of 
course, boiled crawfish.  He also valued seeing everybody who 
attended have fun. 

“I was able to do the canoe race. I was able to do the swamp 
jump. It was just fun and electric. Just seeing everybody back 
and seeing everything that happened in the past come back 
and seeing a lot of things that I did the first time how much it 
has expanded this time.” 

He also highlighted the Open Mic Night UPC hosted in April. 
Even though the event did have some problems, it was still an 
enjoyable experience for everyone who attended.

“For Open Mic Night, it was just the first time we’ve done 
something like that since I’ve been here. And the experience 
was worthwhile, even though we has some mishaps with the 
room we were in, but it was just a packed show. We had to 
keep the doors open, so it wasn’t so hot. And everybody just 
overall enjoyed it.”

In past semesters, Toomer has been involved in a number 
of organizations on campus, and he points to his involvement 
aiding his success on campus.

“I’ve been involved in UPC. I’ve been involved with SGA as  
a College of Sciences senator. I was a peer mentor. I was vice 
president of BMLA, and I was on big events exec board and of 
course UPC.”

“Getting involved in campus events make you feel more 
connected to campus and the people at UL.”

Student Leader

Story: Marie Ducote
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Julia McDow
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Police Dog
ULPD brings a new 
bomb dog to the team
The University Police Department, in 2022, added a new 

member to their team: Bella the bomb dog. Bella is a 
two-year-old Belgian Malinois from Police Dogs Centre 
Holland B.V.—a Netherlands-based company focused on 
training and selling police dogs to entities around the 
world, according to the company’s website.

For approximately three months, Sgt. Mike LaSalle of 
ULPD has been working with Bella to prepare her for duty 
in the upcoming semester, when more sports events and 
activities will be held. ULPD utilizes their own form of 
training which unlocks a police dog’s prey drive instinct 
that motivates them to go after an object or use hunting-
like capabilities to fulfill their task.

LaSalle started using a small piece of an odorless 
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) pipe to build Bella’s interest to 
play with it. After playing with it for some time, Bella 
matured and developed a strong enough desire for the 
pipe, which confirmed that she was ready to move on to 
the next stage involving real explosive material.

By hiding a small amount of an explosive component 
in a box, LaSalle began the odor imprinting process with 
Bella. He showed Bella the pipe while she was detained 
with a leash and dropped the pipe in the box with the 
explosive component. Once she’s released, she goes after 
the desired toy. 

“She associates her toy with the odor that she’s being 
imprinted with,” LaSalle said. 

From then, they moved on to different places around 
campus that could pose potential threats ranging from 
buildings to cars. However, Bella had some trouble with 
adjusting to this stage of the training. 

“The biggest issues that we have with young dogs are 
environmental issues,” LaSalle said. 
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Story: Lena Foster
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] UL police officers Mike LaSalle and Bella train regularly to keep 
campus safe for students, faculty, staff and visitors.

According to LaSalle, Bella had issues with elevators, 
so he used positive reinforcement to make it easier for 
her. LaSalle would press the elevator button and once 
the elevator opened up, he would throw Bella’s toy in, 
so she would connect elevators with getting a reward.

“The biggest thing is finding ways to be positive in 
the training instead of reprimanded,” LaSalle said. 

With the overall objective of keeping the campus 
safe, LaSalle takes Bella for campus-wide walks daily. 
Whether it’s a stand-alone backpack or a suspicious 
package, Bella utilizes her want for her toy to make sure 
that there are no possible explosives.

They usually walk about five miles each day 
throughout different parts of the university inside and 
outside.  

ULPD decided to let Bella live with LaSalle to 
surround her with a low-stress environment whenever 
she was off duty. 

ULPD’s partnering agencies such as the Lafayette 
Parish Sheriff’s Office also use Bella in neighboring 
situations involving bomb threats. Other educational 
institutions around Lafayette are also allowed to use her 
in emergencies. 

“Using the bomb dog instead of personnel to do a 
search is safer for us,” LaSalle said. “It’s faster, and it’s 
more effective.”

Bella is replacing the previous UL bomb dog, 
Pepper, who was retired due to age-related factors 
that contributed to Pepper’s decreasing performance. 
However, according LaSalle, Pepper’s is still an energetic 
and healthy dog. He’s just ready to retire.

“They start losing their athleticism,” LaSalle said. 
“But they never seem to lose the enthusiasm.”
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Homecoming
Court 2021

Story: UL Communications
Photos: UL Communications
Design: Julia McDow
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Brianna Franklin
Homecoming Queen

Brianna Franklin is a senior from Richmond, 
Texas, majoring in biology. She was nominated by 
the Black Student-Athlete Association.

During her time at UL Lafayette, she founded the 
Black Student-Athlete Association and has served as 
its president.

She is a member of the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns 
women’s volleyball team, and served as captain. Her 
community service work includes singing at Our 
Lady of Wisdom Catholic Church.

Franklin is the daughter of LeRoy Franklin and 
Erika Franklin. 

T.J. Wisham
Homecoming King

T.J. Wisham is a graduate student from Baton 
Rouge, pursuing a master’s degree in systems 
technology. He was nominated by the Black Student-
Athlete Association.

Wisham is the association’s vice president. He is a 
member of the Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns football team 
and its leadership council. Wisham has served on the 
University’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. 
He was twice named to the Sun Belt Conference’s 
Academic Honor Roll. Wisham traveled to Puerto 
Rico for missionary work with Chi Alpha Christian 
Fellowship.

His parents are Michelle Wisham and Theodore 
Wisham, Sr.
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Homecoming    Court

Cheramie 
Wagoner

A graduate student from 
Prairieville, La., pursuing 
a master’s degree in 
communication, she was 
nominated by Delta Tau  
Delta fraternity.

Wagoner is a graduate 
assistant in UL’s Office 
of Communications and 
Marketing. She was an 
intern in the Office of 
Student Engagement and 
Leadership and member 
of SGA. As a mentor and 
lead staff member for 
SOUL Camp, Wagoner’s 
duties included co-chairing 
staff development and 
recruitment. Her parents are 
Monette and Barry Wagoner.

Katherine 
Bryant

A senior from Youngsville, 
La., majoring in speech 
pathology with a minor 
in Spanish, she was 
nominated by the Office of  
Orientation’s SOUL Camp.

Bryant has been a lead 
staff member for SOUL 
Camp. She has also 
mentored students in UL’s 
LIFE Program, was inducted 
into the 1898 Society 
and belonged to Delta 
Delta  Delta Sorority. She 
performed more than 600 
hours of community service. 
She is the daughter of Faye 
and Scott Bryant.

Ayree Jaylynn 
Johnson

A junior from Kenner, La., 
majoring in graphic design, 
she was nominated by the 
Black Women Leadership 
Association.

Johnson has been the 
association’s president 
and public relations chair. 
Johnson has been a Black 
Student Union executive 
council member. She was 
recognized for academic 
achievement by the Black 
Faculty and Staff Association. 
She held several leadership 
roles as a member of the 
Student Orientation Staff. 
Her parents are Mark and 
Vaida Johnson.

Sydney 
Babin

A senior from Watson, La., 
majoring in marketing, she 
was nominated by Kappa 
Delta Sorority.

During her time at 
UL Lafayette, Babin has 
been house chair for 
Kappa Delta. She was a 
member of the Student 
Government Association. 
Babin represented the B.I. 
Moody III College of Business 
Administration on the SGA 
as senator and president. 
She was a member of the 
Student Orientation Staff. 
Babin is the daughter of 
Darren Babin and Tara 
Shows. 
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Homecoming    Court

Trevian 
Ambroise

A senior from Broussard, 
La., majoring in history, the 
University Honors Board 
nominated him.

Ambroise is president 
of the board. He is also a 
research assistant at the 
University’s Center for 
Louisiana Studies and the 
Guilbeau Center for Public 
History. Ambroise was 
executive director for The 
Big Event. He received the 
Magruder Drake Senior 
Award for Excellence in 
History, the Jamie Guilbeau 
Award for Public History, and 
the Century Oak Award. His 
parents are Marvin and Alicia 
Ambroise.

Joseph Irish 
Caldwell

A senior from Slidell, La., 
majoring in political science, 
he was nominated by Order 
of Omega, the Greek honor 
society.

Caldwell has been the 
society’s president, and 
scholarship chairman for 
Sigma Nu Fraternity. He 
has been vice president of 
Pi Sigma Epsilon, a sales, 
marketing and management 
fraternity, and executive 
chairman of Pi Sigma 
Alpha, the national political 
science honor society. His 
parents are David and Amelia 
Caldwell.

Reed 
Broussard

A senior from Milton, La., 
majoring in public relations, 
he was nominated by 
the Student Government 
Association.

While at UL Lafayette, 
Broussard has been SGA 
president. He co-founded 
the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns Student Supporter 
Organization. He was 
director of the John 15 
organization at Our Lady of 
Wisdom Catholic Church. He 
also twice served as a Life 
Teen summer missionary. 
Broussard is the son of Mike 
and Kristie Broussard.

Anjolaoluwa 
Oni

A senior from Lagos, 
Nigeria, majoring in civil 
engineering, he was 
nominated by the African 
Students Association.

Oni is president of the 
association, community 
director for Agnes Edwards 
Hall, and secretary for Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity. He was 
vice president of the student 
chapter of the National 
Society of Black Engineers, 
and served on the society’s 
Region V board. He has 
performed more than 250 
hours of community service. 
His parents are Samuel and 
Adebukola Oni.
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Homecoming    Week 2021
HOCO Week Events
From Oct. 24 to 30, the University, the University Program 

Council (UPC) and the Alumni Association hosted various 
events in celebration of homecoming week, leading up to the 
Ragin’ Cajuns playing against the Texas State Bobcats.

Lasting the entire week was the “Campus Scavenger Hunt,” 
rewarding participants with prizes for finding items across 
campus. On Oct. 24, various student organizations participated 
in “Paint Your Pride,” where they painted and decorated the 
windows of the Student Union. Ragin’ Rock’n’Bowl was also 
hosted the same day at Rock’n’Bowl de Lafayette, with food, 
drinks, bowling and a performance by Grammy-nominated 
zydeco artist Geno Delafose.

On Oct. 25, the “Homecoming Block Party” was held along 
St. Mary Boulevard, with various nonprofits and businesses 
taking part and setting up stalls. Free cupcakes were also given 
out by the year’s Homecoming Court. That night, the “Walk of 
Flame Fashion Show” was held in the Cajundome Convention 
Centre, featuring models from various student and Greek 
organizations.

On Oct. 26, students were invited to participate in “Campus 
Feud,” a Family Feud-esque game show competition. [fleur6] Meg Norwood paints the Student Union window for L’Acadien.

[fleur6] Members of Kappa Delta perfom a dance during a talent show.
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Homecoming    Week 2021

Story: Adhamm Safford
Photos: Andre Broussard & Boyd Daniels 
Design: Julia McDow

[fleur6] T.J. Wisham hands out a boxed lunch during Wear Red Get Fed

[fleur6] Kailon Babineaux, Shakanna Riles and Karla Marshall of Sigma Gamma Rho.

[fleur6] Ian Desormeaux and Cameron Casso of Phi Kappa Psi show off 
their award from the Homecoming talent show.
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[fleur6] Students, faculty and staff take a break from classes to enjoy 
activities during Homecoming Week.
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HOCO Block Party
T he Homecoming Block Party was hosted on October 25, 

2021 by the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Alumni 
Association and was free for all to attend. Various businesses 
and non-profit organizations set up at East St. Mary 
Boulevard, with stalls stretching down the street and food 
trucks parked just outside the UL Lafayette Alumni Center. 
Any business or organization was able to register to be part 
of the event.

Multiple non-profits were present to reach out to students 
over a variety of issues, both to educate and to recruit 
volunteers. Parish Proud was present to raise awareness 
about the litter issue in Acadiana and get people involved with 
the clean-up efforts. 

Lafayette Foundation Clinic and the Women’s Foundation 
both reached out to those at the Block Party to talk about 
health and wellness issues, such as STD prevention. The 
Acadiana Center for the Arts promoted their current 
exhibitions as well as their programs to provide opportunities 
and professional development for artists in Acadiana.

Story: Adhamm Safford
Photos: Andre Broussard & Boyd Daniels 
Design: Julia McDow
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Changes on Campus
The year saw a number of renovations and changes  

to campus. The Ragin’ Cajuns Store, previously run by 
the university, shifted to being managed by Barnes & Noble 
College, while Fanatics began managing the online fan 
shop.

The section of East St. Mary Boulevard near Rex Street 
was repaved by the Lafayette Consolidated Government. 
Failures in the road were repaired, the surface was 
repaved and the previous fading lines were repainted. The 
remainder of East St. Mary is being evaluated for future 
renovation projects.

Smoothie King also opened a location on campus, 
located in the Student Union.

Work continued on the urban prairie located between 
Madison and Oliver Hall. The urban prairie is a Living Lab 
project that began in 2018 and features native wildflowers, 
grasses and shrubs, as well as an inland storm drain 
designed to catch storm water runoff after it has been 
filtered by the native plants.

The university also broke ground on the Louisiana 
Solar Energy Lab, a 4,500-square-foot building that will 
be located beside the six acre solar field at University 
Research Park. It will feature equipment for solar testing, 
a classroom, a seminar room, a conference room and a 
visitor’s center. This will assist furthering the university’s 
research, testing and training in renewable energy.

[fleur6] (Top) Barnes & Noble took over management of the campus bookstore. (Above) UL plans to build a solar lab at the University Research Park.
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[fleur6] (Top) St. Mary Blvd. was paved in January 2022. (Above) Smoothie King opened in the Union during the Fall 2021 semster.

Story: Adhamm Safford
Photos: Malik Jones & UL Communications
Design: Meg Norwood
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Mardi Gras
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This year, Mardi Gras kicked off on a Friday night with 
the “COVID Heroes Parade,” starting at Pontiac Point 

and ending at Cajun Field, which honored the friends and 
family of those lost to COVID as well as doctors, nurses 
and first responders. The parade featured nine marching 
bands, along with law enforcement and fire units and 
floats. This parade was just one of many that happened 
during Mardi Gras weekend.

Most of the Mardi Gras parade routes in Lafayette 
ended at Cajun Field, where the “Le Festival de Mardi Gras 
à Lafayette” carnival was held throughout the week.

The entertainment at the festival included plenty of 
rides, games, carnival food and live music on both the 
main soundstage and in the food and music tent. The main 
soundstage featured artists such as Wayne Toups, The 
Chee-Weez, Three Thirty Seven, L.A. Roxx, Clay Cormier, 
Lil’ Nate and more.

The University Program Council also organized the Shoe 
Box Competition in the Evangeline Art Gallery, in which 
participating organizations and students created floats out 
of shoeboxes. Later that night, Krewe of Roux Mardi Gras 
Ball was held in the Student Union Ballroom, complete with 
a DJ, food and Mardi Gras-themed shirts.

Story: Adhamm Safford
Photos: Andre Broussard 
Design: Julia McDow



Student Life56 L’Acadien

Lagniappe Day 2022

Lagniappe Day 2022 was held on April 8 and was 
sponsored by the University Program Council. 

Lagniappe means “extra,” and Lagniappe Day at UL, 
historically, is designated for students to intentionally 
take a day in the spring semester to relax from the 
stress associated with classes and homework and to 
help prepare themselves for the end of the semester. 

A traditional Lagniappe Day always includes a 
crawfish boil of thousands of pounds of crawfish. Many 
students invite their friends to get together in large 
groups to eat and enjoy the spring weather. In 2022, 
Lagniappe Day was held at Cypress Lake Plaza. 

Following the crawfish boil, canoe races were held in 
Cypress Lake. Students were allowed to show off their 
rowing skills in Cypress Lake and race against other 
teams of students.

 Following the canoe races were a jalapeno eating 
contest and the swamp jump. Members of UPC and SGA 
make the traditional jump into Cypress Lake to finish off 
Lagniappe Day. 

Each year, this event is a huge success, and students 
look forward to taking a day off from classes to spend 
time with their friends and have some fun before finals 
week.

Meet, Greet
and Eat

Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro



Student Life 57L’Acadien

[fleur6] Sarah Pucheu enjoys crawfish during UL’s Lagniappe Day in April.

[fleur6] Students participated in a pepper eating contest and were able to paddle in canoes in Cypress Lake.
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The University held the annual Miss UL Lafayette 
pageant on March 11 at Angelle Hall. The contest 

included a group of ladies from the university who were 
chosen to compete for Miss UL Lafayette’s title. 

The Miss UL Lafayette pageant featured 18 contestants 
chosen after an interview process. A panel of five judges, 
including Krista Toussant, Erica Precht, Marjorie Parker, 
Kyle D. Smith and Jaylon Lewis, scored the participants. 

The contestants competed in three categories, includ-
ing swimsuits, evening gowns, and interviews. The swim-
suit category judged contestants on their physical fitness 
and confidence. 

Contestants were scored on evening gowns by their 
sense of style and beauty. 

After the evening gown category, the contestants were 
narrowed down to the top five.  The judges asked each 

contestant one interview question that demonstrated 
their communication skills and charm. The top five in-
cluded Bailey Mire, Madi Conrad, Alyssa Landry, Kalli Rose 
Segura and Sydney Fox.

Alyssa Landry won the title of Miss UL Lafayette for 
2022-2023. She is a junior kinesiology major focusing on 
pre-professional studies. Landry is also a member of the 
Ragin Cajun Cheerleading Team.

 “I am so excited and so humbled to have this oppor-
tunity to represent the university, and I am so excited for 
this year,” Landry said, “I am looking forward to compet-
ing at state and also just really bringing the community in 
and seeing what I can make an impact with for the year.”  

Landry looked forward the upcoming year and her 
opportunities as Miss UL Lafayette. 

“For the next year, I have the opportunity of repre-

Alyssa Landry named Miss UL 2022

Campus Royalty

[fleur6] Junior kinesiology major Alyssa Landry won the Miss UL title.
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senting this extraordinary university and I can’t wait to 
see what this year brings,” Landry said on the Miss Univer-
sity of Louisiana at Lafayette Facebook. 

Josie Stephens held the 2020-21 Miss UL Lafayette 
title. She graduated with a degree in chemical engineer-
ing and minors in bioprocess engineering, chemistry and 
mathematics. She works offshore at Baker Hughes in the 
oil and gas industry.  

Stephens has been involved in her school and commu-
nity, serving on UL Lafayette orientation staff and a peer 
mentor in the UNIV 100 women’s leadership class. 

Holding the Miss UL Lafayette titles come with the op-
portunity to compete in the Miss Louisiana USA pageant. 
Stephens was awarded 1st runner-up in February 2022.  

“As each year of competition passed, I couldn’t see 
the woman I was being molded into. As I look back I can’t 
help but feel an enormous amount of gratitude to pag-

eants and @rpmproductions @rpmdirector for helping to 
shape me into the woman I am today! Here’s to another 
year of growth and discovery,” Stephens posted on the 
Miss University of Louisiana at Lafayette Facebook. 

The University Program Council coordinated the 
pageant. UPC lets students get involved in the many 
traditions at UL Lafayette, including Homecoming Week, 
Lagniappe Day and the Krewe of Roux Mardi Gras Parade 
and Ball.

According to the UPC website, “By providing unique 
involvement opportunities, we give students the opportu-
nity to create unforgettable moments in your Ragin’ Cajun 
experience.”

Story: Brittany LeJeune
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

[fleur6] 18 students competed for the Miss UL crown on March 11, 2022.

[fleur6] Miss UL 2021 Josie Stephens returned to campus 
to crown Miss UL 2022.

[fleur6] Spanish Festival King Darren Romero and Miss Spanish Festival Natalie Mendoza 
take a picture with Miss UL 2022 Alyssa Landry.
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[fleur6] (Clockwise from above): the five finalists in 2022 MIss UL—Sydney Fox, Kalli Rose Segura, Alyssa Landry, Madi Conrad and Bailey Mire. (Opposite 
page) Julia Penn, a junior in psychology; Isabella Rossiter, a senior in communications; Alayna Bush, a sophomore in kinesiology; Kaytlyn Williams, a 
sophomore in communications; Tayla Weary, a senior in psychology; and Katelyn Bedwell, a sophomore in nursing.  
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Festival Acadiens
The Festival Acadiens et Creoles came back for the first 

time in two years on March 18-20. The festival was 
started in 1979, and the event celebrates food, music and 
Cajun crafts, and the event is an effort to keep Cajun and 
Creole traditions alive. 

Several musicians, including Kevin Naquin & the Ossun 
Playboys and Chris Ardoin & NuStep Zydeco, performed in 
Girard Park throughout the weekend. Students and people 
from the Acadiana area and as far as Canada came out to 
support the festival. An estimated 50,000 people attended 
the three-day event. 

People enjoyed Creole music and Cajun food with 
the choice of 19 different food vendors from around the 
Acadiana area. As people showed up, so did their Cajun 
spirits. The bands began to play, and family and friends 
began to dance with each other. 

The dancing caused a cloud of dust to be kicked up. A 
local high school student, Christian Leblanc said, “When 
you Cajun dance there, the dust gets on everything. It’s 
iconic, everyone’s boots get dust on them after dancing. 
That’s just a sign you’re having a real good time.”

Story: Boyd Daniels
Photos: Andre Broussard and Boyd Daniels
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] Local artists display their artwork during the three-day festival in Girard Park.
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[fleur6] Festival goers were able to “kick up some dust” and dance to music from artists such as Chris Ardoin, Geno Delafose and Kevin Naquin.
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Festival International de Louisiane was one for the 
books this year. After limitations were placed on 

the event in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid, the five-day 
Festival returned withn a full schedule in 2022. 

Festival International is the largest international 
music and arts festival the United States. For this 
annual event, Lafayette is transformed into an 
entertainment center with multiple stages placed 
throughout downtown, food booths for blocks, drink 
carts on nearly every corner, handcrafted artwork and 
visitors from all over the world. 

According to the Festival’s website, Festival 

International was created in 1987 when Louisiana’s 
economy was struggling. The event was founded to 
help boost the cultural tourism and overall economy 
in the region while celebrating diverse music, food and 
art.

Festival International was created to bring the world 
together for a few days each April. The Festival provide 
stages for colorful artistic expression from around 
the world, while also offering a business-friendly 
environment that financially assists the local economy 
and the tourism industry in Louisiana.

Festival International de Louisiane turns 35

Going 
International 
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Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Tyti’Yana Crosby



Day of Service
The Big Event

The Big Event gives UL Lafayette students an opportunity 
to give back to their community by volunteering through 

a variety of service projects. On March 26, 2022, the UL 
community displayed the Ragin’ Cajun spirit through their 
sense of citizenship. The community—including students, 
sponsors, faculty, staff, alumni and volunteers—beautify, 
clean and engage in making Acadiana a better place.

The Big Event first started in 1982 at Texas A&M University 
by Joe Nussbaum, then Vice President of the Student 
Government Association, as a way to thank and appreciate 
the surrounding community of Bryan-College Station. 
Nussbaum envisioned an annual service project where 
students of Texas A&M show their appreciation of local 
residents by completing various tasks at their homes. 

The Big Event has seen tremendous growth over the 
past 28 years. Presently, more than 80 Big Events occur at 
universities across the nation. Although The Big Event has 
become the largest one-day, student-run service project in 
the country, the message remains the same: simply saying 
“Thank You.” 

UL started The Big Event in 2013, and it has affected many 
people in the Lafayette community. Since 2013, between 
1,000 and 3,000 students give back to the community 
annually. The Big Event is the largest volunteer movement in 
the campus’ history.

To participate in the Big Event, volunteers are required 
to create a “flock” (team). Flocks need to have at least five 
members but should not exceed ten total members. The 
Big Event has been able to help up to 70 project sites each 
year. Some of the projects include painting and refurbishing, 

environmental sustainability and beautification, landscaping, 
school carnivals, 5k run, painting parking lot stripes, 
organizing storage rooms, craft projects for kids, cleaning, 
pressure washing, building animal shelters, weeding and 
mulching. 

This year, the Golden Flamingos was introduced to 
recognize the student organizations and individuals that 
exemplify the motto: “One BIG Day One BIG Thanks.”

Not all heroes wear capes. Some wear gloves and work 
together and make the local community a better and cleaner 
place to call home. The Big Event 2022 was a huge success 
due to the countless volunteers who came together to say a 
big Thank You to their community.
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Story: Faryal Atif
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meghan Carrigan

[fleur6] Several thoussand UL students participated in a day of 
community service.
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Out of Class
After COVID-19, the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette Rec Center saw 
a decline in offered intramural sports due 
to restrictions placed by the university, but 
after things began clearing up, it’s been 
smooth sailing throughout the 2021-22 
school year.

In the Fall, the university offers flag 
football leagues for both fraternities and 
sororities, along with additional A and 
B leagues based off of certain skill sets. 
One thing the rec sports department has 
continued developing is their co-ed leagues. 
As they have in years past, they offered the 
co-ed option yet again this semester.

Flag football has been a major hit when 
it comes to intramurals, especially after 
the significant renovations made to the 
club sports field over the last year. With 
numerous leagues offered and a welcoming 
staff, flag football again proved to be 
another top sport.

For indoor volleyball, the rec center offers 
both a fraternity and sorority league where 
each chapter competes against each other 
in their division. After a regular season of 
battling it out on the court, both leagues 
begin their playoffs to determine an overall 
winner.

Along with their Greek Life leagues, the 
university offers a men’s league, a women’s 
league and a co-ed league. As they do for 
all sports, a regular season takes place first, 
followed by an organized playoff bracket to 
determine the winner of each league.

The third Fall League sport is the indoor 
soccer league. Consisting of the usual Greek 
Life leagues along with a men’s, women’s 
and co-rec divisions, this adds a different 
element to the overall competitive nature of 
soccer.

For the spring semester, one of the 
more competitive intramural leagues is the 
basketball. Providing leagues ranging from 
fraternities, sororities, men’s women’s, co-
ed, and men’s A and B leagues, the options 
are multiple.

Having each rec employee who referees 
each game being certified, it brings a more 
competitive edge throughout the sessions. 
With a number of divisions offered paired 
with a myriad of former athletes, the 
basketball league is one of the more exciting 
leagues in the rec department.

Thanks to the renovated intramural/club 
sports fields right off campus, it has made 
the rec departments jobs that much greater. 
Putting in turf fields, it has made for the 
spring sessions of softball and soccer much 
more competitive.

Having a field that is set up for success 
given the high chance of inclement weather 
during the spring, a complex that is well-
suited for this is a huge bonus for those 
who choose to compete in both the spring 
softball and soccer leagues.

For both sports, there is a Greek Life 
league paired with both men’s and women’s 
leagues. Not to mention the co-ed leagues 
that get very competitive for these sports. 
With a number of former softball players 
looking to battle it out on the field, it’s 
always a fun time getting to watch the 
softball league go down.

It was a productive 2021-22 intramural 
sports season for the Rec Center 
Department. With a number of sports 
offered paired with different divisions to 
suit person’s skill set, intramural sports 
continues to be one of the best parts of 
stayting fit at the University.

Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

Intramural Sports
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[fleur6] Peyton Hebert nears the endzone as Caleb Berry Hill trys to get a flag. [fleur6] Brian Tran runs with the ball.

[fleur6] Boyd Daniels throws up a shot.[fleur6] Kayla Billiot runs down the court.
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Students offered money to 
get vaccinated on campus

Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

Shot for $100 was an incentive program used across all Louisiana 
colleges beginning in August of 2021. If a student chose to be 

vaccinated and completed this process on campus, they would 
receive a $100 bank card as a part of this one-time incentive program. 
The University only gave out the Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 
vaccinations. This program was offering the monetary incentive in 
an effort to prevent the increase in the number of positive cases on 
campus. 

Governor John Bel Edwards arrived on campus in August in 
order to tour the vaccination facility, and he led discussions on the 
University’s vaccination and case rates. Officials also shared methods 
for decreasing positive Covid cases.

 Governor Edwards also commented that he is confident that we, as 
a University, will reach our goal to have as many students vaccinated as 
possible. Vaccination rates have steadily increased among our campus 
since this incentive program was put into place.
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Academics
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Gail Savoie
University First Lady passes away in June

On June 12, Gail Savoie, wife of University Pres-
ident Joseph Savoie, passed away peacefully 

after a prolonged illness. She was 67 years old 
and had been married to President Savoie for 44 
years. 

According to an email announcement sent by 
Savoie, they both attended Sulphur High School, 
where they first met, and built a friendship that 
lasted over half a century. It was her fun-filled and 
radiant aura that connected Savoie to her. 

“Many people find spouses, but finding a soul-
mate who offers strength and support is a true 
gift. She was mine,” Savoie wrote in the email. 

Gail Savoie attended UL Lafayette where 
she studied elementary education and became 
a member of Delta Delta Delta sorority and a 
cheerleader. She was still actively participating 
and supporting her sorority sisters—the “Delta 
Roses”—and was a huge supporter of Louisiana 
Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics.

When Savoie became the president of the uni-
versity, Gail Savoie became an ambassador for the 

school and made sure to stay involved in school 
activities and events, including Homecoming, 
Sneaux Day and many other events. 

“She was always the life of the party and en-
sured that participants felt welcomed and spe-
cial,” Savoie said.

Along with her involvement, she possessed a 
passion for art and a love for animals, which led to 
the eventual establishment of Campus Cats, the 
University’s rescue organization.

Gail Savoie also participated in local charity or-
ganizations such as the American Cancer Society. 
She ensured that everyone she encountered was 
given compassion and care, and it was reflected 
through her work and her family involvement. 

“Gail left everyone who knew her with so many 
memories to treasure, and thoughts of her smile, 
her laugh and her vitality will sustain—and cheer 
us—as we try to comprehend the passing of this 
extraordinary, irreplaceable figure in our lives,” 
Savoie wrote in the email announcement. 

Gail Savoie is survived by her husband; her 

[fleur6] Gail Savoie at the Alumni House (above) and during 
Homecoming events (opposite page, bottom).
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Photos: Andre Broussard, Malik Jones & UL Communications
Story: The Vermilion
Design:  Andre Broussard

children, Blaire Savoie and Adam Savoie; a grand-
daughter, Addison Marie Saulnier; a brother, Clay 
Heinbach and his wife, Paula; and many other 
loved ones. 

On June 16, a funeral service was held for Gail 
Savoie at Our Lady of Wisdom Church on cam-

pus. The burial was held at Holy Mary Mother of 
God Cemetery. Prior to the burial, the funeral 
procession stopped at the UL athletics complex 
and the president’s house on campus, allowing 
faculty, staff and students the opportunity to pay 
their respects.

[fleur6] Members of the University paid their respects to Mrs. Gail Savoie during the funeral procession in front of the president’s home.
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R1 Status
UL Lafayette achieves Carnegie R1 Designation

While the new year brought back some 
of the same challenges regarding the 

COVID virus, it also brought tremendous 
news for the entire UL Lafayette community. 
The University has achieved the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Learning’s prestigious R1 designation. This new 
title places UL among the nation’s top-tier 
research institutions, those with very “high 
research activity”, according to Carnegie. The 
University issued the following statement after 
receiving the elite status:

 “The University of Louisiana at Lafayette is 
excited to have achieved R1 status and to take 
our place among the top tier of the nation’s 
research universities.

“The designation by the Carnegie Classifica-
tion of Institutions of Higher Learning is in rec-
ognition of the strength of our research pro-
gram. It is a tribute to the faculty, staff, and 
student researchers whose work has pushed 
the bounds of scholarship and innovation and 
drawn significant national and international 

attention to the University and the region it is 
proud to serve.”

Carnegie bases a university’s status on 
several factors, including its annual research 
expenditures, the size of its research staff with 
terminal degrees, and the number of doctoral 
degrees it awards each year. Just 3% of public 
and private universities in the United States 
have achieved this status. In his congratulatory 
message to the UL community, UL President 
Dr. Joseph Savoie noted: “Like us, each is a 
leader in teaching and learning, innovation 
and research, scholarship and service. I’m very 
proud, and you should be, too,” Savoie said.

The Center for Postdoctoral Research at 
Indiana University produces the Carnegie 
Classification. It has been the leading frame-
work for describing U.S. colleges and  
universities for nearly a half-century. The latest 
update includes 3,900 institutions. Only 137 are 
in Carnegie’s highest level and UL Lafayette is 
among them. 
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Photos: Andre Broussard & UL Communications
Story: Faryal Atif & Brittany LeJeune
Design: Meg Norwood

R1 celebration and showcase

[fleur6] SGA Treasurer Olivia Guidry, President Reed Broussard, and Vice President Addison Caesar attend the R1 celebration 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, 2022.

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette has 
achieved the national Carnegie Classification 

of Institutions of Higher Education’s R1 
designation for the extensive research 
conducted at the college. 

The university is at the highest national level 
of classification alongside 146 other colleges. 

According to President of UL Lafayette Dr. Jo-
seph Savoie’s blog, “An R1 University prioritizes 
learning by enabling students to work alongside 
visionary faculty who are leading their respec-
tive disciplines into new, and often unimagined, 
frontiers.” 

Qualification for this classification includes 
funding generated and spent conducting re-
search, the number of graduates that the univer-
sity has every year, and the number of post-doc-
torate members of research at the university.  
These specific variables have been areas in which 
the university has improved and directly contrib-
uted to the designation.

The Carnegie Classification of Institutions of 
Higher Education website stated that doctoral 
universities that have obtained this classification 
“include only institutions that awarded at least 
20 research/scholarship doctoral degrees and 
had at least $5 million in total research expendi-
tures.”

According to Ramesh Kollruru, vice presi-
dent for Research, Innovation, and Economic 
Development, “we have created over the years 
multiple research centers and institutes to focus 
specifically on a set of topics we think we have 
the ability to move the needle.”

For example, the university was able to test 
the Pfizer vaccine to combat the COVID-19 virus 
at their facility. UL Lafayette assisted in develop-
ing the Pfizer vaccine that has saved lives across 
the world.

The university focuses on many areas of 
research such as life science, computing, energy, 
climate change, advanced manufacturing and 
human development research. 

UL Lafayette was the first university in 1961 
that offered a master’s degree in computer 
science. In the context of human capital devel-
opment, they focus on the culture of Louisiana 
and its effect on economics. UL Lafayette is 
researching to investigate the flooding problem 
in Lafayette concerning the watershed.  

The designation marks a significant milestone 
in the University’s 124-year history. The Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher Educa-
tion’s R1 designation will benefit students and 
faculty for years to come.
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Summer Graduation
At the beginning of August, the University 

of Louisiana at Lafayette awarded many 
graduates with their degrees as they had finished 
up their studies. Within the large number of 
degrees that were awarded, there were 184 
Bachelor’s degrees, 123 Master’s degrees, 21 
doctoral degrees and 4 graduate certificates. 

No matter the circumstances at the time, these 
graduates were reminded that they should not 
forget about the road that lies ahead of them. 
These students endured a specific amount of 
time where they were required to complete their 
education online due to COVID-19. The pandemic 
did not make any of their time easier than before. 

However, there were multiple positives that 
came out of this completed academic year of 
2020-21. After adding these graduates to the 
previous Spring and Fall semesters, the total 
number of graduates marks the second largest 
number of degrees being awarded in a single 
academic year at this University. In addition to 
that, the total master’s and doctoral degrees 
awarded was the highest ever been in a single 
academic year. 

Furthermore, students of Black, Asian, and 
Hispanic descent were seen to have earned more 
degrees than ever before. This concludes the 
amazing accomplishments that the University met 
this year.  
Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] Graduates express their individuality by decorating their caps.

[fleur6] University President Joseph Savoie speaks at summer graduation.
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[fleur6] Graduates listen to speakers during the commencement ceremony.

[fleur6] Doctoral candidates receive their degrees during the summer commencement.
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Fall Graduation
Class of 2021
For the graduating class of 2021 at the University 

of Louisiana at Lafayette, the fall commencement 
ceremony was a long-awaited day preceded by much hard 
work, perseverance, and diligence. The graduates were 
addressed with words of advice from respected members 
of each college at the university. The President of UL 
Lafayette, Dr. Joseph Savoie, urged students to look at 
their diplomas and reflect on the time and effort put into 
receiving them on this day. 

“On the surface, they commemorate your labor 
and sacrifice and success, but look closely and you can 
envision the fingerprints of your classmates, your faculty, 
your family and all the people who helped you to reach 
your destination today,” Savoie said. 

The graduating class of 2021 are now UL Lafayette  
alumni with the hope of a promising future like so many 
who have gone before them. Many of them will reflect 
back on their time and memories at the University for 
years to come. 

Story: Brittany LeJeune 
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood

[fleur6] Dr. Ahmed Khattab, dean of Engineering, leads the procession following the graduation ceremony.

[fleur6] Assistant Dean Corinne Dupuy speaks to the graduates.
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[fleur6] Dr. Ahmed Khattab, dean of Engineering, congratulates Jase Mayorga, 
outstanding graduate for the College of Engineering.

[fleur6] Sydney Frazier receives her degree in mechanical engineering.[fleur6] Graduates prepare to receive their degrees during summer 
commencement.
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[fleur6] Graduates smile and 
celebrate as they receive 
their diplomas during the fall 
commencement ceremonies 
at the Cajundome.
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Taisiia
Kolisnyk
College of Arts

Kolisnyk is this year’s overall Outstanding Master’s Graduate. In addition, she represents 
the School of Architecture and Design in the College of the Arts as an Outstanding 
Master’s Graduate Finalist. She is pursuing a master of architecture.

As the college’s Digital Fabrication Lab operator, Kolisnyk coordinates fabrication 
projects by students who use digital technology. As part of  one project, privacy panels 
were created and placed between students’ desks for social distancing. She also mentors 
undergraduate architecture students and student-athletes. 

She assisted an architectural firm that offered design services to underrepresented 
groups in New Orleans. She also contributed to the 1020 House project built as part of a 
collaboration between the University and Habitat for Humanity.

Kris-Ann
Anderson
College of Liberal Arts

Anderson is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist from the Department of Psychology in the College of Liberal 
Arts. She is pursuing a master’s degree in psychology.

She earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the University of South Florida. She plans to pursue a Ph.D.   
in psychology.

Anderson mentored undergraduate students as a manager in a psychology research lab. One research project centered 
on how the presence of decorative photos influences people’s beliefs about COVID-19 claims.

She presented posters at conferences for the Association for Psychological Science and the Society for Applied 
Research in Memory and Cognition. She is a member of both organizations, as well as the Psychonomic Society.

Peng
Zhang
College of Engineering

Zhang is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the Department of Petroleum 
Engineering in the College of Engineering. He is pursuing a master’s degree in  
petroleum engineering.

A research paper he co-authored titled “Numerical Simulation of C02 Migration into 
Cement Sheath of Oil/Gas Wells” was published in the Journal of Natural Gas Science  
and Engineering.

Zhang has co-authored two additional papers that have been submitted for publication.
In 2012, he earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from the Northeast Electric 

Power University in China; he spent six years working in that industry before enrolling at 
UL Lafayette. Zhang will pursue a Ph.D. in systems engineering at UL Lafayette.

Outstanding Fall
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Kelly
Fritzsche
College of Liberal Arts

Fritzsche is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the Department of English in the College of Liberal Arts. She 
is pursuing a master’s degree in English with a concentration in TESOL – Teaching English to Speakers of   
Other Languages.  

Fritzsche, who is fluent in Spanish, has worked with the International Rescue Committee, tutoring a couple from 
El Salvador. She also tutors and teaches English and grammar to Spanish-speaking students as part of the Volunteer 
Instructors Teaching Adults program. VITA is a nonprofit adult education and literacy center in Lafayette.

Fritzsche was a consultant for the United Way of Acadiana/Lafayette Education Foundation Teacher Awards.
She earned bachelor’s degrees in English and in education (K-12) from Rowan University in Glassboro, N.J.

Emma
Harlet
College of Liberal Arts

Harlet is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the Department of Modern Languages in the College of Liberal 
Arts. She is pursuing a Ph.D. in Francophone Studies.

She has been invited to co-write the introduction for a new edition of the 1881 novel L’Habitation Saint-Ybars by Alfred 
Mercier. It is arguably the best-known novel among Creole literature of 19th century New Orleans.

Harlet is an editorial board member for the Department of Modern Languages student journal, Feux Follets. Harlet 
earned a bachelor’s degree in languages and foreign cultures – English from Catholic University of Lille in France. She 
also earned a master’s degree from the university. Her thesis was titled “Cajuns: French heritage in Louisiana and ethnic 
survival.”

[fleur6] Peng Zhang and Taisiia Kolisnyk pictured at the Alumni House after receiving their Outstanding 
Graduate awards.

Master’s Graduates
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Outstanding 

Tyler
Francis

College of Business

Francis represents the B.I. Moody III 
College of Business Administration as its 
Outstanding Graduate. He is an accounting 
major. His GPA is 3.96.

While a member of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, Francis received a Good Conduct 
Medal; while in the military, he earned an 
associate degree in Mandarin Chinese from 
the Defense Language Institute Foreign 
Language Center, a U.S. Department 
of Defense educational and research 
institution. Francis also holds an associate 
degree from LSUE.

He was a Beta Alpha Psi executive 
committee member, the Ragin Cajun’ Quiz 
Bowl Team vice president, and a Student 
Veterans Organization member.

Francis’ community service includes 
speaking to Chinese immersion elementary 
students and volunteering with the Asian 
Chamber of Commerce of Acadiana. 
He helped to coordinate drill practices 
for burial service ceremonies that are 
conducted for veterans.

Francis will pursue a master’s degree in 
accounting, then become a certified public 
accountant. He is the grandson of Barbara 
Ann Francis of Arnaudville, La.

Bailey
Austin

College of Education

Austin is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the College of Education. She is a 
kinesiology major with a concentration in 
pre-professional studies. Her GPA is 3.97.

Austin has served as captain and vice-
captain on the Ragin’ Cajuns Water 
Ski Team. She has had many strong 
performances in national and international 
competition. Austin represented the team 
on the National Water Ski Association’ s 
Athletic Advisory Committee.

She has been a member of the National 
Society of Leadership and Success and the 
Kinesiology Professional Association. Her 
community service includes volunteering 
for the water ski team’s “Stuff the Boat” 
Veteran’s Drive, the University’s Get on 
Board Day, and during hurricane clean-up 
efforts.

Austin works as a medical scribe at 
Ochsner Lafayette General Medical Center. 
She also was an intern at Texas Physical 
Therapy Specialists. She plans to pursue a 
doctor of osteopathic medicine degree.

Her parents are Kim and Marc Austin of 
Buda, Texas.
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Sydney
Boudreaux

College of Sciences

Boudreaux is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for the Ray P. Authement College 
of Sciences. She is a biology major with a 
4.0 GPA.

Boudreaux examines trace and heavy 
metal samples collected from water 
sources to assist with research she 
conducts on plants.

She was a math mentor as part of a 
National Science Foundation research 
initiative to enhance STEM, education. 
Boudreaux was a biology and chemistry 
tutor for Academic Mentoring Matters. 
She also served in the vice president and 
treasurer roles for the mentoring program.

Boudreaux assisted with the University’s 
LIFE, or Learning is for Everyone, program. 
It provides students with mild to moderate 
intellectual disabilities an academic 
foundation, work experience and social 
opportunities.

She worked as an emergency room 
technician at the Ochsner Lafayette 
General Medical Center, helping physicians 
and nurses treat patients. She plans to 
attend medical school.

Her parents are Jude and Josepha 
Boudreaux of Lafayette, La.

Noe
Fernandez

University College

Fernandez is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for University College. He 
is a general studies major with a 
concentration in natural sciences. 
Fernandez has a 3.76 GPA.

A clarinetist, Fernandez has been a 
member of the School of Music and 
Performing Arts’ Wind Ensemble. He has 
performed with the Lafayette Concert 
Community Band. Fernandez has been 
recognized for his acting during his time 
at UL Lafayette.

He has earned several scholarships, 
including the Dr. Ben and Clare Roy 
Thibodeaux Endowed Scholarship.

Fernandez intends to earn a private 
pilot’s license following graduation, 
with an eventual goal of becoming a 
commercial airline pilot.

He is the son of Antonio Fernandez 
and Gloria E. Fernandez of Lafayette, La.

Fall Graduates
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Outstanding

Wade
Johnson

College of Liberal Arts

 Johnson is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for the College of Liberal Arts. He 
is a psychology major with a 3.97 GPA.

 He worked as a researcher in 
the Department of Psychology’s 
Developmental Science Lab. Johnson 
earned the Hait-Lewis Award for 
Academic Excellence in Psychology and 
is a member of Psi Chi, the international 
honor society in psychology.

 His research has examined a range of 
topics. They include the role of stress 
in shaping behavior and how autism 
is perceived in society. Johnson has 
made numerous research presentations, 
including at the Louisiana Psychological 
Association meeting. His research was 
nominated for the UL System Academic 
Summit.

 He has mentored fellow undergraduate 
researchers and students enrolled in 
the University’s LIFE program. He is a 
member of the Disability Awareness 
Committee of Lafayette Consolidated 
Government, and has volunteered as a 
reading and writing tutor at the Pediatric 
Therapy and Learning Center.

 His parents are Nicole LaFleur of Many, 
La., and Charlie Johnson of Richmond, 
Texas.

Grace
Marks

College of the Arts

 Marks is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for the College of the Arts. She is a 
performing arts major with a 3.97 GPA.

 Her contributions to mainstage 
productions of the University’s theater 
program include working as a props 
master, stage manager, costume designer 
and wardrobe supervisor.

 She was vice president of Canterbury 
House, the Episcopal campus ministry, 
and a member of Alpha Psi Omega, 
the national theater honor society. She 
belonged to Alpha Lambda Delta, a 
national honor society that recognizes 
academic excellence in first-year students.

 Her community service includes 
volunteering with Epiphany Opelousas 
Church, Camp Hardtner Episcopal ministry, 
St. Barnabas Episcopal Church and the 
Autism Speaks Walk.

 Marks will apply for costume design 
internships this summer, then attend 
graduate school to study costume design 
and technology this fall. Her eventual goal 
is to work as a costume designer in theater 
and film.

 She is the daughter of Julie Marks of 
Opelousas, La.
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Jase
Mayorga

College of Engineering

 Mayorga is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for the College of Engineering. He 
is an electrical engineering major with a 
3.72 GPA.

 As a student researcher for the 
University’s Cajun Advanced Picosatellite 
Experiment program, or CAPE, Mayorga 
helped to develop a radio board capable of 
transmitting and receiving signals in space. 
It will be launched inside a solar-powered 
“CubeSat” created by the CAPE Satellite 
Team, which designs and builds satellites 
that orbit Earth.

 He was a member of several campus 
organizations, and active with service. 
Mayorga was a resident assistant for three 
years and, as an engineering ambassador, 
guided incoming freshmen.

 During his time at UL Lafayette, he 
secured two internships with Bechtel 
Corp., one of the largest construction 
companies in the world. Mayorga, a small 
business owner, is considering graduate 
school, working in industry, and opening a 
larger business.

 His parents are Julio Mayorga of Breaux 
Bridge, La., and Lisa Daniels of Henderson, 
La.

Taylor
Montoucet
College of Nursing

 Montoucet is an Outstanding Graduate 
Finalist for the College of Nursing and 
Allied Health Professions. She is a nursing 
major with a 3.41 GPA.

 Montoucet was part of a research team 
of faculty members and students that 
studied the effects of integrating different 
types of simulation activities and the 
impact on nursing education.

 Her more than 1,200 hours of 
community service includes 640 hours 
at Lafayette Surgical Specialty Hospital, 
Ochsner Lafayette General Medical 
Center, Our Lady of Lourdes Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital, and Vermilion 
Behavioral Health Systems.

 Montoucet, who minored in piano 
performance-music, assisted with piano 
master classes. She was a lead staff 
member for the office of Orientation’s 
Soul Camp, and studied in Florence, Italy.

 Montoucet plans to work as a critical 
care nurse following graduation. Her 
eventual goals are to earn master’s and 
doctorate degrees in nursing to become 
an advanced practice registered nurse.

 Her parents are Kristie Montoucet and 
Travis Guidry of Lafayette.

Fall Graduates
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Spring Graduation

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette held its 
spring 2022 commencement ceremonies from 

May 13-14 in the Cajundome and in the Cajundome 
Convention Center. 

Throughout the Spring’s commencement 
ceremonies, 1,753 degrees were awarded to students 
who met all of the requirements of their specific 
degree. There were individual ceremonies held for 
each of the academic colleges including the colleges 
of Business Administration, Education, Sciences, Arts, 

Engineering, Nursing & Health Sciences, Liberal Arts, 
University College, and the Graduate School. 

There was a total of 1,387 bachelor’s degrees, 
328 master’s degrees, 36 doctoral degrees, and 2 
certificates awarded between all of these ceremonies. 
One specific record that our university hit this 
semester was having 365 total graduate degrees and 
certificates. All of these ceremonies were also live 
streamed for anyone to watch at home.

University confers 1,753 degrees during May ceremony
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Spring Graduation

[fleur6] Students celebrate during the 170th commencement 
exercises at the Cajundome Friday, May 13, 2022.

Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard & Boyd Daniels
Design: Emily Totaro

University confers 1,753 degrees during May ceremony
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[fleur6] Graduates smile and 
celebrate as they receive their 
diplomas during the spring 
commencement ceremonies 
at the Cajundome May 13, 
2022.
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Outstanding Spring    Master’s Graduates
Crystal
Smith
College of Nursing and Health Sciences

Crystal Smith is the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s overall Outstanding Master’s 
Graduate.

During her time at UL Lafayette, Smith has served as student representative for the 
Louisiana Association of Nurse Practitioners. She has been a member of LANP’s health 
policy committee, helping to advocate for state legislation to improve access to health 
care services.

As a mentor and teacher in the medical center’s Nurse Residency Program, Smith has 
focused on building competencies related to delegation, supervision and collaboration 
among the health care team. She also teaches courses in areas such as trauma and 
pediatric care to nursing staffs at emergency medical units throughout the state.

Jacob
Comeaux
College of Engineering

Comeaux is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the Department of Mechanical 
Engineering in the College of Engineering.

Comeaux conducts research in the department’s Multifunctional Materials and 
Devices Lab. It focuses on synthesis and characterization of nanomaterials, growth and 
characterization of functional thin films, and the processing, fabrication and evaluation of 
electronic devices.

Comeaux has authored or co-authored several journal articles; he has also presented 
research at the International Mechanical Engineering Congress and Exposition Conference 
and the American Vacuum Society International Symposium and Exhibition.

Liang-Yi
Peng
College of the Arts

Peng is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the School of Music and 
Performing Arts in the College of the Arts.

A collaborative pianist, Peng has performed in many University and community recitals 
and concerts. Among them was a chamber concert at the Petroleum Club, where she was 
guest artist. Peng placed first in the University’s Frank Hanley Piano Competition; she also 
placed first in the University’s Concerto Competition.

As a graduate assistant, she has taught and coached students, and helped coordinate 
School of Music and Performing Arts concerts and events.

Peng has taught private lessons, given ukulele lessons to elementary schoolchildren, 
hosted music camps and contributed expertise to panel discussions.
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Outstanding Spring    Master’s Graduates
Thu
Nguyen
College of Engineering

Nguyen is an Outstanding Master’s Graduate Finalist for the Department of Chemical 
Engineering in the College of Engineering. She is pursuing a master’s degree in chemical 
engineering.

Nguyen designed a toluene diisocyanate chemical plant. TDI is a chemical used to make 
consumer products, including furniture cushions, carpet padding, adhesives and sealants. 
She comprehensively researched hazards associated with the plant, and provided 
suggestions designed to improve safety.

Nguyen was captain for the Chem-E-Car project. Student teams design and build tiny 
cars that are powered by chemical reactions as part of international competition led by 
the American Institute of Chemical Engineers.

Nguyen plans to join the U.S. Air Force, where she will research nanomaterial coating 
that is used in the production of military aircraft.

[fleur6] University President Joseph Savoie (far left), John Pere (second from left) and Provost Jaimie 
Hebert (far right) pose with the Spring Outstanding Master’s graduates.
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Outstanding    Spring Graduates
Lindsey Batten
University College

Batten is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist for 
University College. She is a general studies major 
with a concentration in business studies. Batten 
has a 3.97 GPA.

She has been on the President’s and Dean’s 
lists. Batten received numerous scholarships, 
including the University’s Transfer Scholarship 
and the General Studies Alumni Scholarship. She 
also earned the TOPS Honor Award.

Batten is involved in community service, 
including as a volunteer with the Rayne Animal 
Shelter.

Her future plans include working as an event 
planner for weddings. Batten also intends to 
enroll in the University’s MBA program. She 
envisions becoming a business owner.

Batten is the daughter of Mitchell Batten and 
Shelley Batten of Rayne.

Olivia Guidry
College of Liberal Arts

Guidry is the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Outstanding Graduate.

In addition to being the spring semester’s 
overall honoree, Guidry represents the College 
of Liberal Arts as its Outstanding Graduate. 
She is double majoring in political science and 
English. Her GPA is 4.0.

Guidry has twice won a Crisler-Levine Best 
Paper Award given by the Department of 
Political Science. She was co-captain for the 
University’s Speech and Debate Team. As a 
Moot Court Team member, she placed among 
the top 10 student orators in national qualifying 
tournaments.

She was executive director of The Big Event, 
which encourages student service projects. 
Guidry worked in the Office of the University 
Registrar. She was a legal assistant at a law 
firm. Guidry interned at a strategic issue 
advocacy consulting firm, assisting with political 
communications, strategy and event planning.
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Outstanding    Spring Graduates
Peyton Bailey
College of Engineering

Bailey is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the College of Engineering. He is a civil 
engineering major with a minor in mathematics. 
His GPA is 4.0.

Bailey has conducted research in materials 
design and materials engineering. He was student 
chapter president for the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. Bailey led several student teams 
in regional engineering ASCE competitions in 
concrete and steel design and construction.

As part of internships with several firms, he 
worked on environmental, hydrological and 
structural projects for municipalities. Bailey also 
helped manage specifications, drawings and 
purchasing for a project at the Grasberg mine in 
Indonesia.

He was president of the student chapter of Chi 
Epsilon national honor society, and the college’s 
ambassador for the Student Center for Research, 
Creativity and Scholarship.

Bailey will work for C.H. Fenstermaker and 
Associates in New Orleans on modeling for the 
Louisiana Watershed Initiative. His parents are 
Toby Bailey and Christi Bailey of New Iberia.

Madeleine Angerdina
College of Sciences

Angerdina is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the Ray P. Authement College of Sciences. 
She is a mathematics major minoring in political 
science and economics. Her GPA is 4.0.

Angerdina was selected as a Center for 
Undergraduate Research in Mathematics Scholar. 
She was among eight students who placed second 
in Mathematical Association of America regional 
competition.

Angerdina has been vice president of the Math 
Society, vice president of finance for Alpha 
Delta Pi, and secretary and treasurer for Young 
Democratic Socialists of America.

She belongs to Students for the Advancement 
of Women, the Association for Women 
in Mathematics, the Student Public Policy 
Organization and Students for the Autism Society.

Angerdina conducted research for the 
Department of Mathematics and at the Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco Public Policy Center.

She will work in data analytics and pursue a 
master’s degree in public policy. Her parents 
are Colleen Angerdina of Madisonville and David 
Angerdina of Covington.
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Outstanding    Spring Graduates
Madilynn Bulot
College of Business

Bulot is the Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the B.I. Moody III College of Business 
Administration. She is an economics major with 
a 4.0 GPA.

Bulot worked at UL Lafayette’s Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco Public Policy Center. She 
assisted with workforce program research and 
helped research Kinship Navigator Program 
projects for the center.

Bulot presented her undergraduate thesis 
at the University’s Undergraduate Research 
Conference, and conducted economics research. 
She was president of the University’s Economics 
Club and vice president of the Law Club.

Bulot interned for a legislator in Washington, 
D.C.; she also was a page at the Louisiana House 
of Representatives. Bulot will attend law school, 
and plans to combine her expertise in law, public 
policy and economics to work at a law firm, or 
become a law professor or judge.

Her parents are Melissa and Coley Johnson of 
Denham Springs and Mark and Katie Bulot of 
Zachary.

Natalie Broussard
College of the Arts

Broussard is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the College of the Arts. She is a music major 
with a concentration in vocal performance. Her 
GPA is 3.87

Broussard earned the Undergraduate Scholar 
Award from the Presser Foundation. The 
foundation is in Philadelphia; it supports music 
and music education. She has also earned awards 
from the Louisiana chapter of the National 
Association for Teachers of Singing and the 
associations’ Southern Region chapter.

Broussard was vice president of UL Lafayette 
Choirs, and a member of UL Lafayette Opera 
Theatre and the Sigma Alpha Iota International 
Music Fraternity.

She has conducted numerous concerts and 
performances on and off campus. Broussard 
has been a cantor at Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic 
Church and St. Basil Catholic Church. She also 
teaches private lessons.

Broussard will enroll at the University of 
Houston this fall to pursue post-baccalaureate 
music education certification. Her parents are 
Yvette Weber and Steven Broussard of Lafayette.
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Outstanding    Spring Graduates
Jayden Romero
College of Nursing

Romero is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the College of Nursing & Health Sciences. He 
is a nursing major with a 3.3 GPA.

Romero was student focus group leader for 
the “Determining the Difference in Bedside vs. 
Remote Observation of Patient Simulation” 
research project. His other research has 
centered on alcohol use and prevention among 
adolescents; childhood adversity and health 
outcomes; and improving the patient experience.

Romero has been a member of the Council 
on Undergraduate Research and served on 
the Dean’s Advisory Council. He was a student 
ambassador for the Student Center for 
Research, Creativity and Scholarship.

Romero was an intern at Ochsner University 
Hospital and Clinics. He plans to work as a 
registered nurse to gain medical surgical 
experience; his eventual goal is to pursue a 
career in oncology.

Romero is the son of Sean and Melissa Romero 
of Abbeville.

Ashley Latiolais
College of Education

Latiolais is an Outstanding Graduate Finalist 
for the College of Education. She is an 
elementary education major with a 4.0 GPA.

Latiolais represented the college as president 
and a senator for the Student Government 
Association. She was twice recognized as Peer 
Mentor of the Year for the University’s Office of 
First-Year Experience.

Latiolais has been a member of the campus 
chapter of Associated Professional Educators of 
Louisiana, which supports 20,000 public school 
teachers, counselors, psychologists, librarians, 
education support professionals and others.

She worked in the Department of Educational 
Curriculum and Instruction’s Instructional 
Materials Center. The center houses K-12 
textbooks, young adult literature, reference 
books, professional journals and audio-visual 
materials.

Her interests include educational leadership 
and counseling. Latiolais will teach English in 
Europe, then pursue a master’s degree and a 
doctoral degree. She is the daughter of Richard 
and Nicole Latiolais of Breaux Bridge.
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Staff Guidance
The role of the Dean of Students is to encourage 

students to try new things and discover new 
opportunities during their four years in college. 

Since 2015 the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Dean 
of Students Margarita Perez has advocated for those same 
ideas. 

In an interview she did for UL Lafayette Student Affairs 
Divisions, Dean Perez talks about what a normal day as 
Dean of Students entails and highlights that no two days 
are similar: “What I love about working in student affairs is 
you never have two days that are alike. That’s what makes 
this job so exciting and interesting. You can never get bored 
in a job like this.” 

Her favorite part about the job is interacting with 
students and being out and about on the  UL Lafayette 
campus. 

Andre Broussard, Editor-in-Chief of the L’Acadien 
yearbook, commended Perez for always wanting to hear 
from the students.

“Dean Perez is a very open-minded person from what I 
have seen. I first met her during the Fall of 2021 semester 
when she invited me and a few other student leaders to 
Deano’s pizza for her Dinner with the Dean series. She 
always wants to hear how the university can help with 
student involvement. She is there for the students, and 
I look forward to working with her and other student 
leaders to help continue improvements to student life and 
involvement.” 

Also, in the interview, Perez spoke at length about her 
goals as the Dean of Students. “My goal is to always to 
leave it better than I found it, and that’s something I have 
to remind myself almost weekly. In 10 years, or 20 years, or 
30 years, I want to say that I’ve made an impact to make 
this a better institution, a better community and a better 
experience for our students.” 

In her welcome letter on the Student Affairs section of 
the UL Lafayette website, she states that The Office of the 
Dean of Students is here to “provide support for a variety 
of student concerns, including illness, and death in the 
family, academic challenges and other personal crisis.” 

“We are committed to a vision of diversity and inclusion 
that fosters the academic and personal growth of all 
students.”

Story:  Marie Ducote
Photos: UL Communications and Marketing
Design: Julia McDow
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Honors College

In the Fall semester of 1968, the University Honors 
Program was established and has been flourishing 

for years. The University Honors Program offers 
undergraduate students with a series of opportunities 
for excellence and creativity in the form of advanced 
courses, independent study, colloquia, research and 
internships. 

The students of this program find their place among 
the large community of scholars at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette. They are located in Judice-
Rickels Hall, and they are a member of the University 
College.

According to their website, “There are approximately 
1,500 students in the Honors Program, more than 30 
departmental Honors courses in twenty academic 
departments, and 10 or more interdisciplinary courses in 
the Honors course list per semester.” 

This program houses extremely intelligent students 
from different backgrounds and cities. Furthermore, 
this program supports intellectual freedom; they 
celebrate individuality, and hope that each graduate will 
become a learner for life. Their motto will stand strong 
each and every day: “per sapientiam felicitas.” This 
means, “through knowledge, happiness.”

Honors College
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Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood
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College of ArtsCollege of Arts

T he University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s College 
of the Arts held their senior exhibitions this year in 

both the Fall and Spring semesters for all graduating 
students. 

This exhibition is used to announce the upcoming 
graduates for that semester and showcase the work 
that they have developed over a certain period of time. 

These Visual Arts Department majors are required 
to take a three-hour course in their senior year that 
is strictly devoted to developing independent studio 
research and for the preparation of professional skills 

and career goals. These two semesters of their senior 
year allow for a large amount of self-discoveries 
through the projects  that they complete. This 
exhibition is held every semester for the graduating 
seniors and is held over a period of two weeks in the 
Fletcher Hall Gallery. These students have worked hard 
to get to this point in their degrees, and this is just the 
cherry to top it all off.

College of Arts
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Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard 
Design: Meg Norwood
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College of Business

As of the Fall 2021 semester, The B.I. Moody III College 
of Business Administration enrollment has increased 

by more than 8%. Students who enroll in this college for 
undergraduate degrees have the opportunity to choose 
from eight major areas of business including economic, 
accounting, finance, hospitality management, insurance 
and risk management, management, marketing, and 
professional land and resource management. 

These major areas will all earn a student a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration degree. In addition 
to undergraduate degrees, this college also offers a 
number of graduate degrees. Some of these include 
a Master ofBusiness Administration (MBA), Executive 

Master of Business Administration, Post Master’s Health 
Care Administration Certificate, etc. 

This college has received multiple rankings for this 
academic year as well. They received the U.S. News & 
World Report Best Graduate Schools 2020, 2021 for the 
MBA program, U.S. News & World Report Best Online 
BMA programs, Best Undergraduate Business programs 
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, and U.S. News & World Report 
Best Undergraduate Business programs 2022. 

This college strives to be recognized as a leader 
in developing ethically responsible professionals and 
scholars who positively impact the Acadiana region, 
Louisiana, and the global community.

B.I. Moody III College of Business
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Story: Kayla Billiot
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood
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College of Education

Prior to 1977, the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
had a lab school that was used in conjunction with 

the College of Education. 
The lab school at UL operated until the late 1970s, 

when it was closed because the principal of the school 
retired. 

This school provided the opportunity for a change 
in the professional landscape of things in education. 
It allowed the involvement of student teachers into 
more specific aspects of education for children and 
even in some of the decision making for the future of 
elementary education. 

In 2021, UL announced plans for a new lab school. 

This decision is based on the current need for more 
elementary school teachers and because of the 
emphasis on math, reading, writing, science and social 
studies in K-12 schools.

In addition to these subjects, outdoor playtime, 
individual studying, goal setting, and character building 
would also be included in the curriculum set for these 
students that would attend the lab school. 

Adding this lab school will enhance the training 
that UL elementary teachers receive, which will then 
enhance the learning that these future educators will 
teach to their own students.

College of Education
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Story: Kayla Billiot
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College of Engineering

The College of Engineering at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette student population has 

soared from around 1,100 to over 2,000 just over the 
past few years. 

This makes the Engineering program to be the 
second largest in the state of Louisiana. This college 
is dedicated to educating students to become world-
class engineers that will have the knowledge, skills, 
and abilities to improve the quality of life around the 
globe. In addition to the students, the faculty and 
administration make up a huge part of this college as 
well. 

The faculty and administration in this college are 
known for outstanding engineering education, research, 
and public service throughout the nation. 

This is a huge accomplishment and resource for the 
students in these majors. This college is accredited 
by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of 
ABET for Civil, Chemical, Electrical, Mechanical, and 
Petroleum Engineering. For Engineering Technology, the 
Association of Technology Management and Applied 
Engineering accredits this program. 

College of Engineering
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College of Liberal Arts

Throughout the 2021-22 academic year at UL, we 
celebrated the 100th year of the College of Liberal 

Arts. This college was founded in the year of 1921 and 
since then, has greatly expanded into much more than it 
used to be. 

This college continues to offer a broad arrangement 
of courses and degree programs for students to take 
advantage of in the humanities and social sciences. The 
nature of the Liberal Arts can be found in the creative 

and critical thinking skills that are found deep within 
each of the programs that this college offers. 

These specific skills are what allows each student to 
expand and thrive in each of these programs. As listed 
on the website, “each of our majors teaches students 
the foundational skills of creative thinking, adaptability, 
and analyzing human complexity in a rapidly changing 
world.”

UL Celebrates 100 years of the Liberal Arts College
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College of Nursing

The University announced on Jan. 27 that the name 
of the College of Nursing and Allied Health had 

been changed to the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences. Additionally, the UL nursing program has 
been renamed the LHC Group Myers School of 
Nursing.

The much-anticipated name change has been the  
result of the many accomplishments of the LHC 
Group Myers School of Nursing and the Department 
of Health Sciences. The department has been 
elevated to a college. 

The college offers a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing, Master of Science in Nursing, Doctorate 

of Nursing Practice and a Graduate Certificate in 
Cardiovascular Nursing. 

According to Melinda G. Oberleitner, LHC Group 
Endowed Dean of the College of Nursing and Health 
Sciences, the nursing program is a designated Center 
of Excellence in Nursing Education and is one of the 
largest traditional nursing programs in the United 
States. 

Many outstanding faculty are recognized as 
leaders in their respective disciplines. Additionally, the 
students who graduated have a very high pass rate 
for the licensure and certification exams.

College of Nursing and Health Sciences
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The Department of Health Sciences has revised 
the department’s name from Allied Health to Health 
Sciences as well. The Department of Health Sciences 
includes programs in a Bachelor of Science in Health 
Information Manage, Bachelor of Science in Health 
Services Administration and a Graduate Certificate in 
Population Health programs.

The College of Nursing and Health Sciences has 
more than 1,600 students enrolled in the curriculum. 
Nursing students make up 88% of enrollment in the 
college. 

Story: Brittany LeJeune
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meg Norwood
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College of SciencesCollege of Sciences

Over the past Spring semester, the National Science 
Foundation has become impressed with the 

universities use of satellite imagery from space for 
research. The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 
Regional Application Center has been awarded a 
$364,874 grant from the NSF. 

This grant will create many more opportunities for 
outreach, which may include a bridge program for 
high school seniors in the future. This program would 
be created with the purpose of spurring interest in 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, 
or STEM careers. In addition to just STEM, art is being 
added into this group and being called STEAM. 

Art comes into play when students take part in 
enhancing the images that are captured of the Earth’s 
surface and displayed in various places. This grant will 
allow all of students in these fields to have a better 
education and understanding of how to display the 
data that is collected. 

Ray P. Authement College of Sciences
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Grad School

The graduate school at the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette is geared toward an environment that 

promotes scientific inquiry and stimulates the creative 
process of its students. 

The academic colleges that fall under the graduate 
school offer a large amount of both master’s and 
doctoral level degree programs that are aimed to 
prepare future generations for challenges in advanced 
research scholarship. 

Over the past year, the graduate school was ranked 

by the U.S. News & World Report. The U.S. News 
& World Report researched and ranked graduate 
programs in six major categories including business, 
education, engineering, law, medicine, nursing, and 
specialty areas. 

This indicates that UL is excelling when compared 
to other universities all over the globe. The graduate 
school continues to thrive each and every year.

Graduate School
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President

Dr. E. Joseph Savoie is the sixth president of the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He has served as 
president since 2008. He holds bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in education from UL Lafayette and earned a 
doctor of education degree in educational leadership 
and administration from Columbia University’s Teachers 
College in New York City.

He previously served as Louisiana’s commissioner of 
higher education for 12 years, and was involved in sev-
eral major postsecondary education reforms during his 
tenure.

Under his leadership, financial support for public 
postsecondary education nearly tripled and Louisiana’s 
colleges and universities became more engaged in ad-
dressing the state’s economic and social challenges.

Savoie has held numerous other state positions. 
Louisiana governors M. J. “Mike” Foster, Kathleen Babin-
eaux Blanco, Bobby Jindal and John Bel Edwards each 

appointed him to higher education committees and 
commissions. Savoie was in Foster, Blanco and Jindal’s 
cabinets, and he served on Edwards’ Higher Education 
Transition Team.

His regional and national board memberships include 
the Southern Regional Education Board, the national 
State Higher Education Executive Officers, the Council 
for Advancement and Support of Education, Ameri-
can Association of State Colleges and Universities, the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commis-
sion on Colleges, the Association of Public and Land-
Grant Universities, and the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association.

Prior to his appointment as commissioner of higher 
education, Savoie served in many roles on the UL La-
fayette campus, including vice president for University 
Advancement.

Dr. E. Joseph Savoie
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Vice Presidents

Dr. Jaimie Hebert John Blohm
John Blohm serves as vice president for University 

Advancement. Before coming to the university, Blohm 
attended college in Michigan. 

Hethen held leadership roles at several universities 
including the University of Arkansas, the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, Emory University, and the 
University of Florida.

He works closely with the university president 
to maximize fundraising opportunities and manage 
relationships with alumni, as well as engage with the 
community. 

“It is very rewarding to see the joy our friends and 
alumni receive when making philanthropic gifts to the 
University,” Blohm said. “Plus, the people we enjoy 
meeting, alumni and friends, are without a doubt the 
nicest group of individuals you could ever meet.” 
Blohm is also CEO of the UL Lafayette Foundation 
and the university’s liaison with the UL Alumni Associ-
ation.

Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D., is provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs.

He joined the university administration in July 
2018. He is responsible for the general direction of UL 
Lafayette’s instruction, research, and outreach activi-
ties. He coordinates Academic Affairs, Student Affairs, 
Research, Advancement and Administration.

One of his duties is recruiting faculty members.
Prior to joining the UL Lafayette administration, 

Hebert served as president of Georgia Southern Uni-
versity, and he was previously the Sam Houston State 
University provost and vice president of academic 
affairs.

An Abbeville, native, Hebert holds a bachelor’s, a 
master’s, and a doctorate—all in statistics—from UL 
Lafayette. He received his bachelor’s in 1986, masters 
in 1988, and doctorate in 1990.
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Vice Presidents

Dr. DeWayne Bowie Patricia Cottonham
Patricia Cottonham serves as UL Lafayette’s Vice 

President for Student Affairs, but her time with the 
University began in the 1970s as an undergraduate of 
speech pathology and audiology. Since then, Cotton-
ham has held the positions of financial aid counselor, 
director of the Financial Aid Office, associate dean of 
students, director of Greek Life, and  interim dean of 
students in 2009.

“I see students at their best and at their worst and 
use every opportunity to help them succeed and real-
ize their goals and dreams,” Cottonham said.

“It is an honor to be a part of a student’s journey 
and growth from their freshman year to graduation 
and beyond.”

DeWayne Bowie, Ph.D., serves as UL Lafayette’s 
Vice President for Enrollment Management. He was 
previously Director of Financial Aid and University 
Registrar. 

In his current position, Bowie directs several offic-
es such as Financial Aid, Undergraduate Admissions, 
New Student Orientation and others. He also over-
sees recruitment and retention for the university.

He is also the chair and a founding member of the 
University Ring Committee.

Bowie is an alumnus of UL Lafayette where he 
earned a bachelor’s and master’s of Computer Sci-
ence. He earned a doctorate in Educational Leader-
ship and Research from LSU.

“The biggest reward is helping to make the dreams 
of thousands of students come true. I see our role 
of training and developing the future leaders of our 
nation and world.”
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Dr. Ramesh Kolluru Jerry Luke LeBlanc
Jerry Luke LeBlanc is UL Lafayette’s vice presi-

dent for Administration and Finance. LeBlanc served 
as Louisiana Commissioner of Administration from 
2004 to 2008 where he was responsible for the state’s 
administrative and financial operations.

Prior to his service as Commissioner, LeBlanc was 
elected to five consecutive terms, 1989-2004, in the 
Louisiana House of Representatives, representing 
District 45 based in Lafayette.

Ramesh Kolluru, Ph.D. is vice president for Re-
search, Innovation and Economic Development at the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

In this role, he drives the University’s transition to 
a top-tier, modern research university—one that is 
committed to research for a reason—through exper-
tise, scholarship, and innovation.

His leadership efforts include stimulating activities 
related to sponsored research, doctoral programs, 
technology transfer, corporate and governmental 
relations, and economic development. 

Additionally, he oversees operations of the Univer-
sity Research Park, as well as various research centers 
and institutes at UL Lafayette.
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Athletics
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Changes Coming...

With success comes positive change and that is 
precisely what is happening at the University 

of Louisiana’s beloved Cajun Field. Accepting a $15 
million donation over 15 years from Our Lady of 
Lourdes means UL is expecting to begin significant 
renovations to Cajun Field in Spring 2023.

It’s no secret Cajun Field needs some modern 
additions, and for the first time in its 50-year 
existence, it’ll finally be getting its first major 
renovation. Changing the name to Cajun Field at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Stadium, the designs are set to be 
extravagant.

“This transformational gift from Our Lady of 
Lourdes will play a pivotal role in the future of our 
campus community and Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics,” 
Director of Athletics Bryan Maggard said. “Our Lady 
of Lourdes is one of the most vital organizations 
in Lafayette, as well as across Acadiana, and we are 
extremely grateful to join in this partnership to 
create a first-class game day experience for Cajun 
Nation and our student-athletes.”

Cajun Field renovations

Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Andre Broussard
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 In a statement issued by the university, the new west 
tower of the renovated facility will feature premium suites, 
a luxurious club level with club seats, loge boxes, and 
press box. For fans involved in the Ragin’ Cajuns Athletics 
Foundation, they’ll be set to receive premium amenities for 
their donations to the program.

The Premium suites will include indoor seating for owners 
of the suites and the guest they choose to bring along. 
Along with elegant seating, the suites will include a climate-
controlled club area, premium catered food and beverages, 
a cash bar with top-shelf alcohol and the ability to add other 
food and drink as well. Not to mention a suite attendant to 
help them with anything they need for game days.

The Loge boxes will include a much more comfortable 
option for seating instead of the traditional bleacher seating 
area. Coming with the ticket includes premium parking and 
access to the club area as a whole.

The donation from Our Lady of Lourdes goes beyond 
renovations for fans. It also includes a dining facility for 
student-athletes , an upgrade from the current eating 
arrangements in the athletic facility and Student Union.

The transformation of Cajun Field at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Stadium is set to add a new scoreboard/video board along 
with a new sound system. This generous donation will 
play a key factor in the Ragin’ Cajuns football, as well as all 
athletics, keeping up with the advancements made by other 
universities who secure elite recruits for their sports.
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The career of Billy Napier will remain in the Louisiana 
record books. Bringing this team to the promised 

land and more, a Lafayette legend was created four years 
ago.

Taking over a team was 15-22 from 2015-18, Napier 
came into Cajun Country with something to prove. After 
serving on coaching staffs at Alabama, Clemson and 
Arizona State, UL gave Napier reigns of the Ragin’ Cajuns 
program. 

Leading this team to a 40-12 record in four seasons, 
along with three consecutive 10-win seasons, Napier put 
this program on the map. Not only running the Sun Belt, 
he made the Ragin’ Cajuns a household name, finishing in 
the AP Poll twice.  

A two-time Sun Belt Coach of the Year during his 
four-year reign, Napier’s superior recruiting regimen and 
accountability towards his coaching staff is what made 
this engine run so smoothly.

After going 7-7 in year one with a bowl game loss, 
the tide shifted. Napier put on his recruiting cap, signing 
in-state talent religiously and allowing success in that 
portion of the game to give this team the talent they 
needed to succeed. Along with securing top players and 
assembling a squad that could compete with the best, he 
made sure to put his coaching staff in position to thrive.

That 7-7 season awoke a beast in Napier. In year two, 
he went 11-3. Year three he went 10-1, becoming co-cham-
pions of the Sun Belt Conference. That didn’t satisfy the 
hungry first-time head coach.

With numerous Power Five schools calling his name 
to come take over their program, the job wasn’t finished 
in Lafayette. With the Sun Belt Conference champion-
ship being canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19 issues with 
Coastal Carolina, Napier still had his vision of taking this 
team to the top.

He returned to Lafayette, declining higher paying jobs 

Napier compiled 40-12 record at Louisiana

Florida Bound
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Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

at bigger programs. his mindset remained the same. He 
wanted to leave on top as conference champions.

Coming back for the 2021 season, the hype was real. 
Being ranked No. 23 in the country and having a cham-
pionship or bust mentality, the time was now for the Ca-
juns to secure their ultimate goal. With Levi Lewis suiting 
up in his final season, the stars aligned for this to be the 
year.

Dropping their first game of the season to No. 21 
ranked Texas, the Cajuns went on to win 13 consecutive 
games, owning one of the nation’s top win streaks. Along 
the way, Napier and Louisiana defeated Appalachian State 
in a regular season rout.

Controlling their destiny, Napier had this team locked 
in. Winning out and securing home-field advantage 
for Dec. 4th’s Sun Belt Conference Championship, the 
ultimate goal was staring them in the face: a chance to 
defeat Appalachian State and complete the mission.

Napier had this fan base amped and prepared to get 
the job done, and the Cajuns did just that in thrilling fash-
ion. Defeating the Mountaineers 24-16 in the conference 
championship, Napier’s goal had been checked off.

From taking a 7-7 team to conference champions in 
less than four years is a remarkable feat. And thanks to 
Billy Napier, their hard work came to fruition.

Accepting the head coaching gig at the University of 
Florida after the 2021 season and taking his disciplined 
regimen to Gainesville, a new chapter begins for Napier. 

[fleur6] (Above) Head Coach Billy Napier lines up with the team before they run onto Cajun Field as the Cajuns prepare to take on Texas State on 
Oct. 30, 2021. (Above, right) Napier prepares to face off with the University of Texas at Austin for their 2021 season opener.



Athletics130 L’Acadien

Foo
tb

all



Athletics 131L’Acadien

The Ragin’ Cajuns storybook season will go down 
in history for the city of Lafayette. From being 

nationally ranked to taking home the Sun Belt 
Conference title, the 2021 run will be remembered 
as the most dominant year in Louisiana football 
history.

Opening the season as the No. 23 ranked team in 
the country, it was a slug fest against No. 21 ranked 
Texas in week one. Traveling to Austin, Billy Napier’s 
squad battled until the very end against a talented 
Longhorns team, up just short.

That loss awoke a beast. From that day on, the 
Cajuns went on a winning streak that ranks amongst 
the best of them—13 straight victories, including a 
thrilling victory over Appalachian State.

The heart and soul of Louisiana football, Senior 
Quarterback Levi Lewis, stood his ground all season 
to muscle this group to victory each game. Lewis 
showed poise, commanding the offense on each and 
every drive, he served as a coach on the field for the 
Cajuns. Lewis and Napier made quite the duo in 
2021.

Lewis finished his career with 9,191 career yards 
passing, just short of legendary UL quarterback 
Jake Delhomme’s career record of 9,216 yards 
passing. Lewis did surpass the Delhomme’s passing 
touchdown record before his career ended.

Though Lewis received much recognition, a 
piece of this team’s success wouldn’t have been 
possible without the Cajuns dominant offensive 

line. With O’Cyrus Torrence and Max Mitchell 
commanding the line of scrimmage, the pocket 
for Lewis consistently opened up, allowing the 
Cajuns to run a dynamic offense.

As the passing game became so dominant, 
it gave the rushing attack a chance to be so 
special routinely. Led by Sun Belt Conference 
Freshman of the Year Montrell Johnson, the 
ground game reigned supreme for this Louisiana 
group.

Along with Chris Smith and Emani Bailey, 
the running back trio was a force with defenses 
finding no solution. Rushing for more than 
2,300 yards, it was nearly impossible for this 
group to be stopped each game day.

The 2021 season is something to remember 
for the Ragin’ Cajuns. Dropping a game early 
and shaking back to win 13-straight games is 
unheard of. Owning one of the nation’s top 
winning streak and getting one final push from 
Billy Napier before his departure, it couldn’t 
have been scripted any better.

Finishing off the year 13-1, this football 
program has set the foundation for years of 
success down the road.

Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

Cajuns complete 
historic 13-1 campaign

[fleur6] Peter Leblanc heads to the sidelines after the Cajuns score a 
touchdown.

[fleur6] Nate Snyder (Above) prepares to send the ball towards the goal 
post. (Left) Levi Lewis scores a touchdown.



Athletics132 L’Acadien

[fleur6]The Cajuns’ 13-1 season was paced by several key players including (Clockwise from top left) T.J. Wishham, 
Lorenzo Mccaskill, Chris Smith, Coach Napier, Levi Lewis, Errol Rogers, Jr.
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It’s a new era for Louisiana football. Coming off of the 
best season in program history, the tide has turned. Mak-

ing new coaching hires and looking to sign the best of the 
best on the recruiting trail, the Ragin’ Cajuns look to repeat 
their historic season.

Naming former co-offensive coordinator Michael De-
sormeaux the new head coach of the University of Louisi-
ana, the Cajuns look to keep the same culture Billy Napier 
instilled in this program over the last handful of years.

Desormeaux is a Lafayette native, a former Cajun quar-
terback and product of this school and this Cajun system. 
It’s now his time to show he doesn’t have next, he has now, 
and the ability to keep this winning culture in place. 

Desormeaux is a locker room favorite. Someone who 
has the ability to keep the success this program has 
achieved over the last few years in order to remain at the 
top of the Sun Belt Conference.  

Bringing in coaches with Lafayette ties and having expe-
rienced the passionate fan base that Lafayette brings was a 
key piece to Desormeaux’s plan.

Offensively, Desormeaux has promoted former co-of-

fensive coordinator Tim Leger to take over fully as the 
offensive coordinator for the Cajuns. Leger provides a 
mind who has been through the ups and downs of Louisi-
ana football, being a key piece to the success this team 
has had on that side of the football the last few seasons.

Leger is more than deserving of taking over this role. 
A man who has been dedicated to the city of Lafayette 
and instilling what it means to be a Cajun to his players, 
his success will be instant as this team looks to continue 
where they left off a season ago.

One of the bigger hires Desormeaux has made since 
taking over the program is newly named defensive coor-
dinator LaMar Morgan. Morgan was a standout safety for 
the Cajuns from 2003-07 and has developed rich ties to 
Lafayette.

Bringing Morgan on staff gives the Cajuns a talented 
coordinator with SEC experience, being the Vanderbilt 
cornerbacks coach in 2021. To have Morgan taking over 
for Patrick Toney gives the Cajuns a chance to continue 
their defensive excellence and maintain their success on 
that end of the field.

Desormeaux named Louisiana head football coach

Leading the cULture
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Another major hire is Jorge Munoz, who will 
be the Cajuns new Associate Head Coach. Mu-
noz spent 10 years with the Cajuns from 2008-
17, ultimately coming back to give Desormeaux 
a boost to keep this team rolling in the right 
direction.

Munoz’s offensive mind goes beyond X’s and 
O’s. Working deeply within the LSU offensive 
room the last few seasons, he played a huge 
role in the success of Joe Burrow’s historic 
2019 season. Now he comes back to where it 
all started in Lafayette, looking to help De-
sormeaux organize a structured offensive plan, 
working heavily with the tight ends.

One of the best recruiters in the state of 
Louisiana and former Louisiana running backs 
coach Jabbar Juluke took his excellent foot-
ball mind to Gainesville with Napier, leaving the 
Cajuns in a bind offensively. Desormeaux wasted 
no time at all, hiring Matt Bergeron to take over 
the running backs room and consistently bring 
in top talent to Lafayette.

Bergeron has been on the Louisiana staff 
since 2018, working as the interim running backs 
coach during the New Orleans Bowl, ultimately 
proving to this staff he is worthy of taking on 
a major position for this squad. The Cajuns are 
notorious for having a talented running back 
room and with Bergeron looking to continue 
that trend, this team is in good hands.

[fleur6] Head Coach Michael Desormeaux holds the R&L Carriers Bowl Game trophy 
after beating Marshall.

[fleur6] Lance Legendre (9) runs down the field with the ball as the Louisiana Ragin’ 
Cajuns take on Marshall in the R&L Carriers Bowl game in New Orleans.

[fleur6] (Opposite page, from left) UL Athletic Director Brian Maggard, Michael Desomeaux and University President Joseph Savoie at the press 
conference naming Desormeaux head coach of the Ragin’ Cajuns. (Above) Desomeaux is congratulated by Ragin’ Cajuns players.



Athletics 137Athletics136 L’Acadien L’Acadien

Vo
lle

yb
all

For Ragin’ Cajuns volleyball this year, building off of the 
energy of the shortened 2020 season was key. As Head 

Coach Heather Mazeitis-Fontenot retired after 12 seasons, 
Odessa College’s Kristi Gray stepped into her first NCAA 
Division I haed coaching job. Several key players returned, 
and Gray bolstered the program in a tangible way by 
bringing in sophomore transfer hitter Emery Judkins.

This season, the Cajuns rallied to a 15-11 record, good for 
second in their division, capped off with the team’s first 
Sun Belt Conference Tournament win since 2017.

One of the most significant wins this season was a 
program-first road match in San Marcos against Texas 
State. The Cajuns crushed their first set 25-15 by playing an 
incredibly polished brand of ball, winning the error battle 
3-8 and holding Texas State to a .030 hitting percentage, 
making the rest of the match a smooth-sailing 3-1 affair. 
Often, the Cajuns’ high energy and tempo early in games 
was a deciding factor down the stretch.

Another first for the program was a complete sweep of 
the Sun Belt Conference’s Western Division in the first 
round of conference play. To start October, the Cajuns 
carried out an astonishing five-game thrashing of their 
division peers, winning 14 of 18 full sets by a total margin 
of +64 points. 

Ragin’ Cajuns complete 15-11 campaign
Central to the team’s efforts was senior hitter and All-

Sun Belt award winner Kelsey Bennett, who led the team 
in sets played, kills, digs and aces. Bennett averaged an 
incredible 3.67 kills per set, and she ended up third in the 
SBC in total kills. Joining Bennett at seventh on the kills 
leaderboard was freshman hitter Coco Gillett, who also 
averaged  over three kills per set.

Gillett was consistent for most of the season as she 
put up an amazing per-game average of 12 kills on .226 
hitting percentage to lead the team for a majority of 
that October stretch. Judkins was third on the team in 
kills and played arguably the cleanest of the team’s main 
hitters, with just 70 errors in 95 full sets played.

Leading the team in solo and assisted blocks were 
sophomore Kara Barnes and freshman Cami Hicks; 
nearly identical statistically, these versatile middle 
blockers combined for 419 points and averaged .97 and 
.89 blocks per set respectively.

Also personally cited as critical team members by 
Coach Gray were freshman setter Siena DeCambra, who 
led the team in assists; freshman setter and defensive 
specialist Danielle Taix; and freshman defender Brianna 
Franklin.

[fleur6] (Left) Kelsey Bennett celebrates after the team scores a point.  (Above) Hannah Ramirez sets the ball.
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[fleur6] The Ragin’ Cajuns huddle before a match.

[fleur6] Head Coach Kristi Gray looks on as the Cajuns face the ULM Warhawks on Nov. 6.

[fleur6] Reka Kotoraman places a set.

[fleur6] Coco Gillett digging the ball over the net.
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In 2021, the Cajuns managed a 6-10-3 record with a -11 

goal differential, and a 3-5-2 record in the Sun Belt 
conference.

On the year, the Cajuns were outscored 23-34 and 
outshot 216-243. UL committed 26 penalties to their 
opponents’ 17.

Sophomore starting goalkeeper Libby Harper made 17 
appearances, had more than 1,450 minutes played, and 63 
saves of 115 opposing shots on goal. She recorded a 1.80 
goals against average and a .685 save percentage. Harper 
powered through the season with no quit.

Also in the goal, Jordan Higgins started 2 games, 
played in 5 and had a 1.88 goals against average and a 
.727 save percentage.

Earning First-Team All Louisiana and making the All-
Sun Belt Conference team was junior forward Karleen 
Bedre. She scored 6 goals and had 5 assists for 17 points 
on the year. 

Tatum Beck scored 5 goals duing the 2021 season, 
and Ruthny Mathurin, Rachel Sutter, Carol Rodriguez and 
Hailly Waterhouse each scored two goals for the Ragin’ 
Cajuns.

Transfer student and Atletico de Madrid star Alex 
Folchert will hopefully translate into greater success in 
2022 and beyond.

During the season, the Cajuns were outscored across 
all first halves 6-16; no goals off corners were scored all 
season; and opposing teams missed all three awarded 
penalty kicks.

The end of the 2021 season saw the departure of 
Head Coach Lance Key. During his three-year tenure, the 
Cajuns etched a 25-27-7 overall record. Stepping up is 
Associate and Goalkeeper Coach Stephen Salas. Brought 
on staff by Key in 2019, Salas will make his head coaching 
debut for the Ragin’ Cajuns in 2022.

Soccer squad struggles 
to 6-10-3 record[fleur6] (Left) Freshman Lucy Ortiz completes a throw in from the sidelines. 

(Below) Junior forward Karleen Bedre calls for the ball.

[fleur6] (Below) Alex Folchert goes in to kick the ball.
Story: Isaac Henry
Photos: Benjamin R. Massy
Design: Meghan Carrigan
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[fleur6] (Above) Sophomore Emily Sonnier eludes a defender.

[fleur6] Mya Smith and Julieta Limardo celebrate a goal.
[fleur6] Soph0more Libby Harper kicks 
the ball away from the goal. 

[fleur6] Hailey Hoffmann pushes the ball upfield
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The Ragin’ Cajuns cheer squad kicked off the 2021 
year with an exciting time at the UCA cheer camp 

where they performed at nationals in front of other 
universities from across the country.

 This camp is known all around the nation as one 
of, if not, the best cheer camps to sharpen skills for 
the upcoming sporting seasons.

 Another important occasion for this squad was 
getting the chance to go under the brightest of lights 
this year. For most of the cheer squad, it was their 
first time being able to perform in the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome in the New Orleans Bowl against Marshall 
on Dec. 18. This was an exciting moment for the cheer 
squad as they got to show their talent and help the 
Ragin’ Cajuns come out on top in a 36-21 victory.

 The Ragin’ Cajuns cheer squad helped lead the 
football team to their best season yet, cheering them 
onto victory each game day.

 The cheer team stays busy as they not only 
pepped up the football fans, but they also helped 
pack the Cajundome for men’s and women’s 
basketball games from October to February.

 Their constant energy and support kept the spirits 
up all year for the Cajuns in every aspect.

 Following their season, the cheer squad held their 
prospect camps where the future of the Ragin’ Cajuns 
cheer squad had the opportunity to showcase their 
talent and get evaluated as a potential new member 
of the team.

 Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns Cheerleading competes 
on the national level at the UCA Collegiate National 
Championship in Orlando, FL. each year to display 
their incredible cheers and ability to hang with some 
of the top cheer squads in the country.

 The town of Lafayette appreciates each and 
everything the Ragin’ Cajuns Cheerleading team does 
for the University as they also serve as energetic 
ambassadors to the University through their 
contribution to the community in the form of pep 
rallies, community service and charity events.
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Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro

[fleur6] The Ragin’ Cajuns cheerleaders pumped up fans at UL football and basketball games.
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The University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s official dance 
team, Louisiana Ragin’ Jazz, and cheerleading squad, 

the Ragin’ Cajun Cheerleaders, have a significant role in 
Louisiana athletics. Both are part of the campus spirit 
program.

A few academic requirements of eligibility to be a Ragin’ 
Cajun Jazz member are that each team member must be a 
full-time student in the fall and spring semesters (minimum 
of 12 hours each semester), maintain high academic and 
social standards, and have at least a 2.0 GPA for the current 
semester.

In the fall of 2020, the Ragin’ Jazz was recognized for 
a GPA record of 3.61. Seventy percent of the team made 
president’s or dean’s list, and ninety-five percent of the 
team earned a 3.0 or higher. 

Tryout technique requirements for the dance squad 
include the ability to properly perform a pirouette (triple 
and quad), a variety of leaps (grand jetes, straddles, switch 
leaps, turning disc, calypso, etc.), a la seconde turns 

(and fouette turns), pique and chaine turns, grand 
battements and fan kicks and tilts. Though the ability 
to perform these skills does not guarantee a spot on 
the team, they are required to be a part of the staff. 

This dance team consists of 19 dancers who 
promote Louisiana’s football as well as men’s and 
women’s basketball, and volleyball games. Not only do 
these women and men dance at sporting events, but 
they also perform at pep rallies, parades and other 
university events throughout Acadiana. 

As committed members of the team, these 
college students dedicate around 20 hours per week 
practicing and performing from June to May.
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Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Emily Totaro
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The Pride of Acadiana includes nearly 200 student 
musicians that perform at all home games, 

adding music and pageantry to the excitement of 
Ragin’ Cajun football.

 Giving the fans constant energy and excitement 
during the thrilling games at Cajun Field, The Pride 
of Acadiana is always a favorite for the thousands of 
people in the stands.

 With halftime performances that get everyone 
engaged and amped to cheer on the Ragin’ Cajuns, 
The Pride of Acadiana is a key piece in the success 
the Louisiana football program has on a consistent 
basis.

 Along with practicing for several hours each week, 
the Pride also performs at home games, select away 
games and high school exhibitions. The squad also 
performs at special events, such as the Louisiana 
governor’s inauguration and New Orleans Saints 
football games.

 The Pride of Acadiana has also performed in the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York twice 
and has traveled to Scotland, England  and Spain for 
performances and parades.

 The Pride of Acadiana adds energy and passion to 
sporting and community events at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette.

Prideful Sounds

Story: Zack Nagy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meghan Carrigan

[fleur6] Members of the Pride of Acadiana band add flavor to the 
festivities of home sporting events, including Homecoming 
2021.
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impressive stats on both sides of the ball. Paramount 
to the team’s early confidence was an amazing four-
game winning streak in late November that proved the 
Cajuns were among the best heading into conference 
play. An early string of cancellations in January wouldn’t 
throw the team off its pace as it built up to 17–6, the 
third-best record in the Sun Belt Conference.

The Cajuns absolutely refused to score under 50 
points more than once in any of their conference 
matchups. All season, the Cajuns maintained exceptional 
efficiency, ranking inside the top 15 nationally for field 
goal percentage. 

Defense also paced the Cajuns during the season, 
helping them rank in the top 25 in opposing field goal 
percentage and combining with offense for a top-10 
differential. This came up huge in the last four games 
of the season as the Cajuns’ last four opponents were 
held to an average of 32.4% on field goals and 25% from 
three-point range.

All of this earned the Cajuns a first-round bye going 
into the SBC Women’s Tournament in Pensacola, Florida. 
In the first game of the tournament, the Cajuns ran 
the Texas State Bobcats off the court, 71–46. Great 
defensive energy early held the opposition to five points 
in the first quarter, and the Cajuns found their offensive 
rhythm in the second half to put the game out of reach 
for good. The back court carried the scoring as freshman 
Lanay Wheaton and sophomore Makayia Hallmon 
combined for 37 points on 62% shooting.

Young Ragin’ Cajuns squad records 18-7 season
Next would come the University of Texas at Arlington 

Mavericks. Scoring would remain dead even throughout 
the first half, but the Mavericks’ superior ball movement 
would open up for them in the fourth quarter, letting 
them pull away and win 75–65. The Cajuns’ passing lanes 
were thoroughly shut down, as they would lose the 
assist battle 4–22. Wheaton would again lead the Cajuns 
in scoring with 24 points on 63% effective field goal, 
and Mavericks forward Starr Jacobs would record an 
impressive 28 points and 10 rebounds.

When push came to shove this season, the coaching 
staff called on Wheaton (11.4 points per game), Hallmon 
(11.8 ppg), Tamera Johnson (9.8 ppg), and Destiny Rice 
(9.2 ppg). All of these players will hopefully be back and 
ready to go for another run next season. Also of note was 
junior Brandi Williams, who averaged 15.3 points and 2.6 
rebounds per game in limited action.

The lone graduating player this season will be former 
SBC All-Conference Team member and Defensive Player 
of the Year, Ty’Reona Doucet, who averaged 11.4 points 
and 8.7 rebounds in her final season. For four seasons, the 
Cajuns could count on Doucet consistently for 12 points 
on over 50% from the field, eight boards, and almost 
two blocks a game. Defensively, she anchored the team 
and was always due for a big game when a conference 
rival came to town. Her skill and energy will definitely be 
missed.

Story: Issac Henry
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meghan Carrigan

[fleur6] Makayla Hallmon (left) speeds the ball upcourt. Lanay Wheaton (above) powers to the paint. Athletics 151Athletics150 L’Acadien L’Acadien



[fleur6] Tamera Johnson dribbles past an opponent. 

[fleur6] Skyer Christmas powers to the hoop.

[fleur6] Sophomore Destiney Rice launches a shot[fleur6] Red Panda Rong Niu performes during halftime

[fleur6] Junior guard Diamond Morrison pushes the ball up court.
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It wasn’t quite the regular season that Head Coach 

Bobby Marlin and his Louisiana Ragin’ Cajuns had hoped 
for after an active off season. Coming into the 2021-22 
season, the Cajuns had high aspirations after adding a 
myriad of Power Five transfers, namely Arizona stud 
Jordan Brown.

Despite a fully revamped roster, this group struggled 
for much of the season, dropping winnable games from 
the jump. Going 11-10 through their first 21 games of the 
year and finishing 8th in the Sun Belt Conference, things 
just couldn’t get right until late.

Winning three of their last four regular season games 
and putting on offensive clinics consistently, Marlin got 
this group to go out swinging.

Averaging more than 70 points per game and really 
clicking on offense, it more than evident this team had the 
versatility to compete, just hitting their stride late.

Cajuns start slow, finish strong in 16-15 campaign
With last year’s Sun Belt Conference Defensive Player 

of the Year Theo Akwuba and Arizona transfer Jordan 
Brown manning the paint, it opened up a dynamic offense. 
Even getting freshman Joe Charles in on the action, the 
length and size of this roster really shined throughout 
much of the season.

Brown became the catalyst for the Cajuns. Averaging 
a little more than 15 points and nine rebounds a night, he 
became a double-double machine, making his presence 
felt on both ends of the floor.

Putting his name into the Sun Belt Conference Player 
of the Year conversation, Brown was a major bright spot 
for Marlin’s group. It was a matter of getting production 
from the rest of this talented roster to put the puzzle 
together.

Working inside eventually opened up the guard play 
of this team. Though St. Johns transfer Greg Williams 
Jr. may not have filled up the stat sheet routinely, his 
basketball IQ gave this team offensive success. 

The shooting woes reigned supreme for much of the 
year from the guards, aside from former walk-on Kentrell 
Garnett. Despite shooting at an inefficient clip from 
three-point range as a team, Garnett became the one 
efficient, consistent shooter.

 Earning a scholarship this season, Garnett has seen 
himself turn into a killer from three, shooting near a 50% 
clip for the year.

Closing out the season on top and making the most of 
their opportunities really caught the attention of Cajun 
fans. Working their diverse offense and limiting turnovers 
is what changed the trajectory of the 2021-22 season.

[fleur6] (Left) Greg Williams looks up court to pass the ball. (Above) Michael 
Thomas looks for a open teammate. (Right) Trajan Westley shoots a 
free throw.

Story: Zack Naggy
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meghan Carrigan
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[fleur6] Guard Greg Williams dunks the ball during a game in the Cajundome.

[fleur6] Guard Kentrell Garnet evades a defender.

[fleur6] Trajan Wesley pushes the ball forward before losing 
his footing.

[fleur6] Sophomore Michael Thomas looks to pass.

[fleur6] Trajan Westley (above) launches a free throw.
[fleur6] Jordan Brown (below) fights for 
position under the hoop.
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Story: Isaac Henry
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Meghan Carrigan

[fleur6] (Left) Angel Santiago waits for the serve. (Below) Santiago 
and Catarina Zheng celebrate after scoring.

[fleur6] Freshman Carla Urchoeguia returns a volly.

[fleur6] (Above) Junior Lucie Raquin sends the ball back over the net.

Under seven-year head Coach Stephanie Vallejos, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns women’s tennis team began the 

2022 season in January with a 0-7 loss to Miss. State in 
Starksville.

A return home for a Feb. 5 match against Alcorn State 
resulted in a 6-1 win for UL. A 3-4 loss to Stephen F. Austin 
was followed by a 7-0 win over Southern and a 4-0 win at 
McNeese. 

After two postponed matches, the team hoped to find 
some consistenency the rest of the year, but a 4-3 win 
over Prairie View A&M in late February was followed by 
losses to Tulane (0-4) and South Alabama (1-4) in early 
March. 

More inconsistency continued as the Cajuns defeated 
Troy 4-2 on March 13, and then lost to ULM 3-4 on March 
18. The team secured a 4-3 win on March 19 against 
Arkansas State, but a 0-5 loss to Georgia State began a 
six-match slide as the Cajuns lost to Georgia Southern (2-
4), App State (2-4), Coastal Carolina (1-4), Texas State (1-4) 
and UT Arlington (0-4).

At the Sun Belt Conference Tournament in Peachtree 
City on April 21-22, the Cajuns started strong with a 4-3 
win against Georgia Southern, but a 0-4 loss to Georgia 
Southern the next day ended the season for the squad.

In singles matches, the Cajuns were led by Carla 
Urchoeguia, a freshman from France, who posted a 9-4 

(6-1 conference) mark on the year. Sophomore Momoko 
Yoshimura, from Osaka, Japan, was second on the team 
with a 8-5 (3-1) record. Lucie Raquin, a sophomore from 
France, was a 7-6 overall and 3-3 in conference. Tanisha 
Kashyap finished 6-1 on the season. The sophomore from 
India also had a successful conference mark (3-1).

In doubles play, Urchoeguia and Yoshimura had a 5-8 
record with a 2-6 conference mark. Angel Santiago, a 
sophomore from the Phillipines, and Catarina Zheng, a 
grad student from Portugal, finished the season at 4-3 
and 1-1 in conference. Raquin and A.K. Harvey, a junior 
from Bossier City, La., had a 2-5 (0-4) record in doubles in 
2022. AS a doubles team, Raquin and Urchoeguia finished 
at 2-2 and 1-1 in conference.

With most of the squad returning for 2022, the Cajuns 
hope to be more successful in both conference and non-
conferences matches next year.



Athletics 161Athletics160 L’Acadien L’Acadien

Me
n’s

 Te
nn

is
Youthful team powers to 17-6 season

Story: Isaac Henry
Photos: Andre Broussard
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[fleur6] (Left) Sophomore Karlo Kajin waits for the serve. 
(Above) Oriol Fillat Gimenez returns a shot.

[fleur6] Alejandro Sanchez Gonzalez (above) swings at a return shot. Junior Kacper 
Dworak (below) returns the ball.

After a dominant 2021-22 season, the Louisiana men’s 
tennis team closed out the year with a 17-6 record (4-2 

in conference play), ultimately falling to UT-Arlington in 
the quarterfinals of the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.

 Kicking off the season with an impressive 6-1 victory 
over Abilene Christian, the Cajuns looked spectacular 
for the rest of the season. The dynamic duo of Karlo 
Kajin and Alejandro Sanchez Gonzalez crushed their 
competition, even coming out on top against a fiery New 
Mexico State doubles matchup.

 The duo was named to the All-Sun Belt Conference 
Second Team for Doubles, while Gonzales also earned 
a spot on the All-Sun Belt Conference First-Team for 
Singles.

 Sanchez Gonzales closed the regular season winning 
eight of his final 10 singles matchups, totaling an overall 
record of 15-5. He also posted a Sun Belt-best, 5-1 mark in 
singles in conference matches.

 His season was highlighted by a win over then-No. 68 
Alex Martinez of Oklahoma in straight sets on March 20. 
Sanchez Gonzales became the first Cajun to be named to 
the All-Sun Belt First-Team since 2019.

The highlight of the Cajuns season was the dominant 
showings by a number of singles performances. With 

five Cajuns being named to the All-Sun Belt team, it was a 
season to remember for this group.

 The four All-Sun Belt singles honorees were led by 
first-team selection Sanchez Gonzalez and the second-
team members included Fillat Gimenez, Vasil Dimitrov and 
Calin Postea.

 Another standout for the Cajuns this season was Oriol 
Fillat Gimenez, who was named the Sun Belt Conference 
Player to Watch. The honor proves Fillat Gimenez is the 
Sun Belt Conference coaches’ frontrunner to be a top 
returning player next season.

 The sophomore from Barcelona, Spain led Louisiana 
with an impressive 16-4 record in singles, highlighted by a 
13-game winning streak from Feb. 5 to March 18.

 The showings by Fillat Gimenez and Sanchez Gonzalez 
put this team on the map for their 2022 season, giving 
this team hope going into next season after falling to UT-
Arlington in the conference tournament.

 With several returning players next season, Head 
Coach Luc Godin has this team trending in the right 
direction after his first year at the helm of the program.
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[fleur6] (Far left) Marin Barras gets ready to launch the javelin. (Left) Ivana 
Cecchetti sprints towards the finish line. (Top) Chandler Mixon launches 
over for pole vault. (Above) Claire Armstrong prepares to throw the 
javelin. 

On Feb. 21, the Ragin’ Cajuns rolled into Birmingham, 
Alabama to compete in the Sun Belt Conference 

Indoor Championships. The team proved its mettle as 
one of the premier conference programs, matching last 
year’s team placements of third and fourth for men’s and 
women’s respectively. What was unprecedented was the 
fashion in which many of these points were earned, as the 
Cajuns set several personal and school records.

Expectations were high for Cajuns freshman sprinter 
Kiana Foster in the 60-meter sprint event, as she had set 
the program record with a gold performance a year prior. 
Foster would put up an impressive 7.39 second split, good 
for silver with teammate Shemia Odaine in a solid fourth. 
But it would be another Cajun freshman, Serenity Rogers, 
who would take home gold this year with an 8.31 in the 60 
hurdles.

On the men’s side, junior Brock Appiah would match 
Foster for silver with a 6.79 split. Trejun Jones followed 
with a 6.86 for a close fourth. However, Appiah would 
really shine in the men’s 200, where he would bring home 
a gold with a dominant 21.24 split in the final. Alongside 
him were teammates Caemon Scott with a 21.43 for bronze 
and Kashie Crockett with a 21.50 for fourth. Yves Cherubin 
would bring home silver in the 60 hurdles with a 7.92.

Odaine earned bronze in the long jump with a 19 feet 
9 inch personal best jump, and junior Chandler Mixon 
earned bronze in men’s heptathlon with 5,521 points, also a 
personal best.

The men’s distance medley run would see another 
program best, as freshmen Peyton Chiasson, Brandon 
Rhone, Baptiste Depril-Dupre and Louden Boudreaux 
would set the pace for the entire final, only to be barely 

eked out by a gargantuan push from Texas at Arlington’s 
anchor Marquetin Barnes, whose efforts would relegate 
the Cajuns to a 10:07.35 split for silver.

The men’s 4x400 relay final also featured an incredible 
all-freshman Cajuns team. Nathan Fergusson and Antoni 
Hoyte-Small built an impressive straight-long lead early. 
The race would feature an amazing push from Brandon 
Rhone as Texas State challenged late, and a perfectly-
executed pass to Texas anchor Brian West would see Javed 
Jones and crew fall just short of gold.

The true individual dominance of the championships, 
though, lies in freshman Sophie Daigle’s stunning 
performances, first in a program record 5k, then a program 
record 3k. Both races saw Daigle bide her time in second 
throughout before taking over in the final lap and finishing 
half a straight ahead of the field, with magnificent 16:52.88 
and 9:52.82 splits respectively.

Regardless of talent or experience level, track and field 
proves time and again to be the ultimate individual sport, 
often with victory and defeat hidden between the thinnest 
of margins.
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Rocky Capello, the cross country team began the 
season on September 10 at the Rice Invitational. The men 
placed 10th overall, and the women finished 6th.

Louden Boudreaux was the men’s top finisher at 
20:33.90, good for 40th. Peyton Chiasson was 48th with a 
time of 20:53.20. Jacob Marcinkus finished 57th at 21:15.90.

Abbey Radcliff was the top UL female finisher with a 
time of 15:09.70, good for 35th. Rosalie Michot was 43rd 
(15:36.9). Finishing 49th was Haley Salsbury (15:58.9).

At the LSU invitational on Sept 17, the men finished 
4th overall, competing against LSU, Southeastern, UNO, 
Southern and William Carey. Chiasson, a freshman from 
Slidell, La., was the top runner for the Cajuns in the 6K 
with a 20:56.54, good for 23rd. Marcinkus, a freshman 
from Benton, La., completed the run in 21:52.67 for 30th 
place. A sophomore from Alexandria, La., Braden Scalisi 
was right behind him with a 22:10.65 time.

The next meet was the Arturo Barrios Invitational 8K 
in College Station, Texas, in October. Running against 
students from Texas A&M, UTEP, Lamar, Baylor and Sam 
Houston,  the men placed 29th and the women completed 
the meet in 31st place. Boudreuax, a freshman from Belle 
Chasse, La., was the top finisher for UL with a 25:52.6, 
good for 14st place. A junior from Thibodeaux, La., Samuel 
Avants completed the course in 26:23.7 for 176st, and 
Marcinkus finished at 26:40.3 for 187th place.

For the women’s squad, Ratcliff, a freshman from 

Thibodeaux, La., was the top finisher with a 23:42.1 time 
for 172nd place. A sophomore from Oak Ridge, La., 
Salsbury finished 196th with a 24:05.8 mark. Meredith 
Hebert, a Lafayette native and St. Thomas Moore product,  
completed the course in 24:47.3 for 224th.

The Cajuns fate improved in the Sun Belt Conference 
Championships with a 9th overall finish for the men and 
an 11th-place finish for the women’s team. In the 8,000 
meter run, Boudreaux was 41st, completing the distance 
in 26:59.0. Avants finished 48th at 27:35.3 and Chiasson 
finished 50th at 27.51.1

Other runners for the men’s squad included Marcinkus 
(28:09.7), Branden Scalisi, a sophomore from Alexandria, 
La., (28:26.9) Justin Unger, a sophomore from New 
Orleans, (28:44.2) and Damian O’Boyle, a senior from 
Ireland, (29:57.6).

For the women’s 5,000 run, Salsbury was top finisher 
for UL with a time of 19:31.7, good for 44th. Ratcliff 
finished in 49th at 17:47.2 and Hebert finished at 20:17.9 for 
57th.

Other runners for the UL women’s team included Pierra 
Charles, a sophomore from New Orleans, (20:59.8), Lauren 
Cantrell, a junior from Berwick, La., (21:23.4), freshman 
Mararia Bravo-Garcia, from Seville, Spain (23:41.7) and 
junior Kelsey Cooley, a Lake Charles native (23:46.3).

Squads compete in four matches in 2021-22

Story: L’Acadien staff
Photos: Andre Broussard & Louisiana Athletics
Design: Meghan Carrigan
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Theo Sliman began his tenure as the head golf coach 
of the Ragin’ Cajuns in July 2008. In 12 seasons at UL, 

Sliman has seen three golfers earn spots into the NCAA 
Regionals as well as a team berth in 2012. He has guided 19 
Cajuns to All-Sun Belt and All-Louisiana honors.

In September 2021, the team’s first tournament was a 
tenth-place finish (+9, 873) at the Jim Rivers Invitational at 
Squire Creek in Choudrant, La. 

Charlie Flynn, a junior from Alexandria, La., led the 
Cajuns with a 3-under, 213 finish for eleventh place. Eli 
Ortego, a freshman from Lafayette, finished thirty-third 
with a 2-over, 218.

Later that month, the Cajuns finished third at the 
Lone Star Invitational in San Antonio with a 21-over. A 
sophomore from Mexico, Jose Dibilox finished fifth with a 
2-over, 218. Ortego finished one stroke back at 219.

At the Graeme McDowell Intercollegiate in Gadsden, 
Ala., the Cajuns finished ninth with a 876, 12-over. Senior 
Peter Hinnant was the Cajuns’s top finisher with a 215, 
1-under. Flynn finished the tournament at 2-over, 218.

In October at the Quail Valley Invitational in Florida, 
the squad placed eleventh at 855, 9-under. Hinnant and 
Flynn were again the top-finishing Cajuns with Hinnant 
completing a 10-under, 206—good for fourth. Hinnant 
finished nineteenth with a 211.

The best finish of the year for the Cajuns was in 
October at the Hoakalei Invitational in Hawaii, the final fall 
tournament for the team. The squad finished first with a 
568, 9-under. Hinnant and Flynn tied for sixth overall with 
a 141, 3-under. Ortego was a stroke behind them at 142.

That top-finish was not a sign of continued success for 
UL in the Spring as the Cajuns finished near the bottom 
of the next three tournaments: twelveth at Mobile Bay, 
eleventh at Lake Las Vegas and last at the Louisiana 
Classic in Lafayette. One constant in the team’s early 
spring matches was Ortego, who was the Cajuns’s best 
finisher in each of these matches.

A rain-shortened All American Tournament in Houston 
saw the Cajuns finish sixteenth at 38-over. Jake Marler led 
the Cajuns with a twenty-ninth-place finish, 149.

The team performed well at the Craft Farms 
Intercollegiate, finishing fourth at 7-under, 281. Hinnant 
(sixth) and Flynn (thirteenth) were top finishers for UL.

At the Mossy Oak Collegiate in April, the Cajuns 
struggled again, finishing tenth at an even 288. Hinnant 
finished fourth at 6-under.

To close out the season, the Cajuns finished in a tie 
for eleventh at the Sun Belt Conference Tournament at El 
Dorado, Ark. Hinnant (fifteenth) and Ortego (sixteenth) 
were top finishers for the Cajuns.

Cajuns struggle on the links in 2022
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Cajuns compile 47-13 
record, reach regional

[fleur6] (Left) Sophie Piskos swings for the fences. (Below) Alexa Langeliers 
cheers on the team. (Above right) Sophomore Jourdyn Campbell 
celebrates After a hit.

In its 42-year history, the Ragin’ Cajuns softball squad has 
had one losing season—its very first year in 1981. Since 

then, the Cajuns have posted 41 consecutive winning cam-
paigns and a 1,795-503 overall record. That four-decade 
span has seen the program post eleven 50-win season and 
one 60-win season as well as 30 NCAA Tournament appear-
ances and 6 World Series berths.

In 2022, the team looked to continue to be known as one 
of the most successful programs in the nation. The team 
started the year going undefeated (6-0) in the Louisiana 
Classics, shutting out its first 5 opponents by a combined 
score 46-0 before defeating Nicholls 10-2.

In February, a 1-9 loss to No.2 Alabama brought the Ca-
juns back to earth before a 4-0 run at the Mardi Gras Mam-
bo, held in Youngsville. UL was again dominant, outscoring 
opponents 35-8 before another loss (0-8) to Alabama saw 
the Cajuns end February with a 9-2 overall record.

After two cancelled games in early March, the Cajuns 
concluded the month at 20-8 with a 7-2 conference mark. 
Key games included wins over in-state rivals La Tech and 

McNeese and a 6-5 victory over No. 14 Texas in Austin 
on March 30.

In April, the team went 17-3 and posted win streaks of 
9 and 6 games. Those streaks included sweeps of Troy 
and South Alabama. On the road late in the month, the 
Cajuns defeated St. Louis (19-0) No. 25 Illinois (4-2) and 
Indiana (11-2). With a 5-1 home victory against Houston 
and sweeps of Sun Belt foes Coastal Carolina and ULM, 
the Cajuns seemed poised for postseason success, 
outscoring their opponents 48-13 in the final 7 games of 
the season.

UL breezed through the Sun Belt tournament, win-
ning all four games—against Coastal Carolina, Troy and 
Texas State—by a combined score of 21-4.

The Ragin’ Cajuns opened the Clemson regional with 
a 3-4 loss to No. 17 Auburn, followed by a 3-1 win against 
UNCW and a revenge win (4-3) against Auburn. A sea-
son-ending shutout (0-8) to Clemson ended the squads 
dreams of reaching the College World Series for the 
seventh time.

On offense, Stormy Kotzelnick, a freshmen infielder, 
led the squad in hits (69), runs (47) and RBI (51). She 
also hit for a .356 average and stole 22 bases.

Freshman infielder Alexa Langeliers led the team with 
13 HR. She hit for a .370 average, had 44 hits and 42 RBI, 
and she scored 38 runs. 

Sophomore Jourdyn Campbell added 11 HR and 35 
RBI while hitting a team-leading .392. She also scored 31 
runs and stole 8 bases. 

Junior Karly Heath tied for the team lead in home 
runs (13). She hit .314, scored 34 runs, had 33 hits and 38 
RBI. 

Freshman outfielder Maddie Hayden led the squad in 
stolen bases (28) while hitting .369 with 59 hits, 28 RBI 
and 38 runs.

On the mound, another freshman paced the Cajuns 
as Sam Landry led the team in wins (20). She only suf-
fered three losses in 117 innings pitched and had a 2.15 
ERA with 145 strikeouts.

So
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[fleur6] Jenna Kean slides into second.

[fleur6] (Below) Maddie Hayden makes a throw to first.

[fleur6] (Above) Vanessa Foreman throws a pitch.

[fleur6] (Above) Alexi Langeliers celebrates 
knocking in a run. (above right) Stormy 
Kotzelnick and Sophie Piskos.

    Two junior pitchers recorded the rest of the bulk 
of the innings pitched for UL. Meghan Schorman 
was 17-6 with a 2.03 ERA and 184 Ks in 141.1 innings.
Kandra Lamb nearly matched Scholman’s ERA as she 
finished with a 2.05 mark along with 158 Ks and a 
9-4 mark in 109 innings.
    With only three seniors on the squad and several 
underclassmen serving as key contributors in 2022, 
the Ragin’ Cajuns seem certain to keep their 41-year 
winning streak intact for several more years.

Story: L’Acadien Staff
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Tyti’Yana Crosby
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The Ragin’ Cajuns baseball squad began the 2022 
season with high aspirations after taking two of 

three games from No. 14 UC Irvine at the Tigue. Third-
year coach Matt Deggs hoped this early success would 
be a good sign the team was ready to compete on the 
national stage.

But the team lost the next three games to Stanford, 
Indiana and Arkansas at the Karbach Round Rock Classic 
in Texas before returning home to win three straight 
against Northwestern State and Southern Miss. That 
streaky pattern of a few wins followed by a few losses 
followed the Cajuns all season.

The team took two of three from the University of 
Houston at home in mid March before following that 
with a four-game skid against Troy and Nicholls.

At the mid-way point of the season, the Cajuns record 
was 16-14 (5-5 in conference).

Other key games during the year included a three-
game sweep of Georgia State in April, a three-game 
sweep of UT Arlington, also in April, and two-game 
sweep of Rice in early May.

Down the stretch, the Cajuns would finish 3-4 before 
entering the Sun Belt Conference Tournament. The 
Cajuns swept South Alabama, Texas State and Georgia 

Southern in the tournament by a combined score of 19-9.
The conference championship earned the squad a 

trip to an NCAA Regional in College Station, Tx. The 
high point of the season was undoubtedly a 7-6 victory 
over #22 TCU in the regional, but the Cajuns could not 
maintain that success as they lost their next two games 
to Texas A&M and TCU. The Cajuns ended their season 
with a 37-23 (19-11 in conference) mark.

On offense, the Cajuns were led by sophomore first 
baseman Carson Roccaforte who belted 16 home runs 
and notched 68 RBI. He also led the team with a .374 
batting average, 82 hits, 52 runs, and he had 25 stolen 
bases while recording a .994 fielding percentage.

Junior outfielder Heath Hood was second on the team 
in batting average (.337) and RBI (39). He also had 19 
stolen bases, 4 home runs and scored 40 runs.

Tyler Robertson, another junior outfielder, had a strong 
season with a .314 average, 41 runs, 66 hits, 5 HR, 33 RBI 
and 21 stolen bases.

Senior outfielder Connor Kimple hit for a .319 average 
along with 9 HR, 36 RBI, 37 runs and 9 SB. Sophomore 
catcher Julian Brock was rock solid behind the plate with 
a .991 fielding percentage. He also helped with Cajuns’ 
offense with 7 HR, 35 RBI and 3 SB.

37-23 squad wins conference championship

[fleur6] (Left) Pitcher Jeff Wilson catches a ball before heading to the mound. (Above) Carson Roccaforte delivers a hit.Ba
seb

all
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On the mound, the Cajuns’ were led by a trip of 
senior starters. Jacob Schultz paced the Cajuns with 
82.1 innings pitched. He had a 4-3 record, a 4.04 ERA, 
2 complete games and 3 saves. Jeff Wilson had a 4-4 
record with 2 complete games and a 4.81 ERA in 76.2 
innings. Brandon Talley finished the season at 3-3 
with a 3.74 ERA in 74.2 innings.

In relief, sophomore Bo Bonds was effective for the 
Cajuns as he had a team-leading 3.11 ERA  and 3 saves 
in 55 innings. Fellow sophomore Chipper Menard 
recorded 3 saves and a 4.44 ERA in 26.1 innings. 
Redshirt-freshmen Dylan Theut also has 3 saves along 
with a 1-2 record and 3.22 ERA in 36.1 innings.

[fleur6] (Below) Matt Deggs walks onto the field.

[fleur6] (Above) Bobby Lada makes a throw. (Below) Heath Hood 
makes a throw to the infield.

[fleur6] (Left) Warnner Rincones 
rounds second base.

[fleur6] Pitcher Jacobe Schultz throws a 
pitch as Louisiana takes on UC Irvine.

[fleur6] Carson Roccaforte makes an out at first.

Story: L’Acadien staff
Photos: Andre Broussard
Design: Tyti’Yana Crosby
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Panhellenic Council
The Panhellenic community is one of the most active and diverse groups of women on our cam-

pus, and joining our community will provide you with opportunities that have the potential to posi-
tively impact your life! Our Panhellenic Community is continuously growing, and here at the Univer-
sity of Louisiana at Lafayette, it includes Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Omicron Pi, Delta Delta Delta, Kappa 
Delta, Phi Mu and Sigma Sigma Sigma.

Alpha Kappa Alpha
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated had its humble beginnings as the vision of nine college 

students on the campus of Howard University in 1908. Since then, the sorority has flourished into a 
globally-impactful organization of nearly 300,000 college-trained members, bound by the bonds of 
sisterhood and empowered by a commitment to servant-leadership that is both domestic and inter-
national in its scope.

As Alpha Kappa Alpha has grown, it has maintained its focus in two key areas—the lifelong per-
sonal and professional development of each of its members; and galvanizing its membership into an 
organization of respected power and influence, consistently at the forefront of effective advocacy 
and social change that results in equality and equity for all citizens of the world.
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Alpha Omicron Pi
Alpha Omicron Pi was founded on January 2, 1897 at Barnard College of Columbia University in 

New York City. Alpha Omicron Pi began as the dream of four young college women to continue their 
friendship throughout life. Jessie Wallace Hughan, Helen St. Clair Mullan, Stella George Stern Perry 
and Elizabeth Heywood Wyman created Alpha Omicron Pi with ideas of simplicity, character, and 
good fellowship in which narrow discrimination and foolish displays would not have a part in life. 

The Delta Beta Chapter of Alpha Omicron Pi was founded September 22, 1956 at UL Lafayette. 
The chapter name comes from Anne Delie Bancroft, a former faculty member of SLI. The UL Lafay-
ette Library was named after a member of AOII, Edith Garland Dupré. 

Alpha Omicron Pi’s mission is to promote lifelong friendship, inspire academic excellence and life-
long learning, and develop leadership skills through service to the fraternity and community.

Kappa Delta
Kappa Delta is a national sorority with more than 260,000 members. We make great things hap-

pen in women’s lives, on campuses and in communities across the country. Kappa Delta inspires its 
members to reach their potential by offering opportunities for leadership, personal development, 
academic success and community service, all in the context of true friendship.
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Phi Mu
Phi Mu Fraternity is a vibrant values-based women’s organization. Our purpose is found in the 

principles of love, honor and truth. We pursue the interests and purpose of women on collegiate 
campuses and in our communities. The promise of our mutual efforts is a lifetime of sisterhood. We 
are individuals, leaders, philanthropists and friends. The Alpha Sigma chapter of Phi Mu has been a 
staple of UL’s campus for 60 years.

Sigma Sigma Sigma
As women of the first sorority on the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s campus, the Alpha Mu 

chapter of Tri Sigma seeks to uphold our five core values of wisdom, power, faith, hope and love, 
while serving our local and national communities and fostering powerful bonds of friendship. 

Our vision as Tri Sigma women is to create a place where our members are provided with ex-
ceptional experiences that will empower them to change the world. As it is written in our creed, we 
strive so that we may become inspired leaders, support causes greater than ourselves, seek wisdom 
and joy, and live purposeful lives of integrity, faith, empathy, understanding and love. 
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Sigma Alpha Iota
Sigma Alpha Iota International Music Fraternity is a music fraternity for women founded in 1903. 

Our purposes are to foster interest in music and to promote social contact among musicians. We are 
a specialized Fraternity in that we confine our membership to persons interested in the single aca-
demic discipline of music. 

Sigma Alpha Iota has more than 335 collegiate and alumnae chapters all over the United States. 
The Iota Omicron chapter at the University of Louisiana of Lafayette was founded on February 5, 
1943, and we continue to encourage, nurture and support the art of music in our community.

Delta Sigma Theta
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is a public service organization that was founded on January 13, 

1913 by 22 collegiate women on the campus of Howard University. Our mission is to promote aca-
demic excellence and provide assistance to those in need. We do this through Sisterhood, Scholar-
ship, and Service.
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Zeta Phi Beta
Zeta Phi Beta is an international, historically Africa American Greek Organization. In 1920, five 

women from Howard University envisioned a sorority that would raise the consciousness of their 
people, encourage the highest standards of scholastic achievement, and foster a greater sense of 
unity among its members. 

These women believed that sorority elitism and socializing overshadowed the real mission for pro-
gressive organizations. Since its founding Zeta Phi Beta has historically focused on addressing social 
causes.
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The goal of the Interfraternity Council is to create, maintain, and perpetuate better relationships 
among the men’s social fraternities and their respective members and to foster and perpetuate the 
best interest of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette and its Greek Community. 

The council does this by sponsoring several enriching programs throughout the year and con-
stantly working with the Panhellenic, National Pan-Hellenic, and Multi-Cultural Greek Councils to 
further strengthen and support the UL Greek community’s values and vision.

Interfraternity Council Delta Lambda Phi

Delta Lambda Phi is a social fraternity accepting of queer and/or progressive men. The mission 
of Delta Lambda Phi is to enhance the quality of life among all, irrespective of sexual orientation or 
gender expression. We do this by providing dignified and purposeful social, service and recreational 
activities.
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Delta Tau Delta
Delta Tau Delta is the place for leaders to hone their skills, youths to grow, students to find sup-

port and guidance, and men to find their paths to a life of excellence. With more than 150 years of 
guiding men via Truth, Courage, Faith and Power, the Delta Tau Delta experience has fostered innova-
tors, advocates, change agents and community leaders by affecting the world through self-discovery.

We colonized fall 2019; nevertheless, we are one of the most well-known fraternities at UL. We 
boast our involvement and academics (Highest GPA Fall 2019 and Spring 2020).

Brothers can be seen helping others, meeting new people and having a GREAT time.

Lambda Chi Alpha
Lambda Chi Alpha is a Greek social fraternity at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Lambda 

Chi’s become leaders among the student body. Our brothers have been Student Orientation Staff 
Leaders, inducted into the Greek Hall of Fame, and even Homecoming Court members. 

Our brotherhood is a family. We aim to foster men who will be loyal and supportive to one anoth-
er during some of the best years of their lives. Acceptance into Lambda Chi Alpha is the start of a 
Lifetime of True Brotherhood.



Greeks 193Greeks192 L’Acadien L’Acadien

Sigma Chi
Sigma Chi is one of the largest and oldest Greek-letter social fraternities in North America. Since 

1855, Sigma Chi has developed values-based leaders committed to the betterment of character, cam-
pus, and community. Sigma Chi recruits men of character to establish a legacy of excellence at The 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

 Sigma Chi aims to recruit men of different temperaments, talents and convictions from a vari-
ety of backgrounds to embark on this unique journey. Specifically, Sigma Chi looks for men of good 
character, students of fair ability, ambitious purposes, congenial dispositions, possessing good mor-
als, having high senses of honor and a deep sense of personal responsibility. Sigma Chi started as 
Zeta colony on UL Lafayette’s campus in Spring 2012.

After two progressive years, they were initiated as the Lambda Psi chapter of Sigma Chi and re-
ceived its official charter. The fall 2014 started the Alpha pledge class of the now official chapter, and 
it is proud to bring in new groups of leaders to this campus.

Omega Psi Phi
Omega Psi Phi is a fraternity that was founded in 1972. They follow the motto: “Friendship is Es-

sential to the Soul.” The members are represented by the colors royal purple and old gold. They hold 
multiple programs including achievement week, scholarship, social action programs, health initiative 
and voter registration.

Furthermore, this fraternity is the first international fraternal organization founded on the campus 
of a historically black college. The cardinal principles of this fraternitly are manhood, scholarship, 
perserverance and uplift.
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Theta Xi
Theta XI was founded in 1864 at Renessler Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York. We are known 

for our philanthropies involving Multiple Sclerosis and Habitat for Humanity. We pride ourselves on 
our leadership and scholastic values. Also our Nationals hosts leadership academies such as District 
Leadership Academy, President’s Academy and Rising Stars Academy.
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The Arabic Culture Club hopes to allow English  
speaking students a chance to work on their Arabic 
language skills, while also learning about the culture of 
the many Arabic nations. The Arabic Culture Club also 
hopes to give Arabic students a community to connect 
with other students interested in learning about their 
home countries and cultures.

ATMAE is committed to engaging tomorrow’s  
workforce with education initiatives. ATMAE hosts  
the Annual Conference to gather its influential  
member base of faculty, students and industry  
professionals from companies, community colleges, and 
universities representing Engineering Technology and 
Applied Engineering disciplines, and ATMAE  
accredited programs throughout the United States. 

We are an organization dedicated to spreading  
American Sign Language and Deaf Culture. This club 
aims to bridge the gap between the hearing and deaf 
worlds by breaking down the communication barriers. 
Anyone can join, whether you are a person that is  
hearing, hard of hearing, or Deaf. 

Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship is a community of  
students earnestly following Jesus. We’re not a fraternity 
or a sorority (although we’re a great place to find  
brothers and sisters); rather, our name is Greek because 
the New Testament was written in Greek. It comes from 
2 Corinthians 5:20 which says “we are therefore Christ’s 
(Chi) Ambassadors (Alpha).” We often abbreviate our 
name as XA. 

This is a chess club dedicated to teaching the game prag-
matically as well as instilling the love of the game in its 
members at UL. The club hopes to improve and com-
pete on the collegiate level. Our members are excited, 
and rating or past experience does not matter. We want 
to create a friendly environment where we can compete 
and have fun at the same time, all while improving each 
individual’s game.

Arabic Culture Club

Association of Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering

American Sign Language Club

Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship

Chess Club

AMM is an organization in which students taking  
specific courses can be tutored one-on-one by students 
who have already taken these classes and earned an “A.”  
We strive to enrich the experience of every student that 
is working to achieve their goals and reach 
academic success.  All of our mentors volunteer two 
hours a week to be available to any student taking a 
number of courses in biology, chemistry, and  
computer science, and we are continuing to expand our 
network to other disciplines.

Academic Mentoring Matters
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Francofous is club for those interested in French and 
doing fun activities while speaking French and meeting 
others! It gives students an environment to practice the 
language and ask questions. We volunteer in the com-
munity at French-related events, such as Festival Inter-
national, etc.

The Graduate Student Organization exists to empower 
and assist all graduate students at UL Lafayette. We ad-
vocate on behalf of our graduate students and meet reg-
ularly each semester to address issues that are important 
to UL Lafayette graduate students. We also provide 
funding assistance for research supplies and conference 
travel. Our leadership consists of executive officers, as 
well as representatives from each graduate department 
on campus. All graduate students are automatically 
members of the GSO.

GLASS (Giving Love, Acceptance, Safety and Support) 
is a student run organization whose goal is to promote 
a diverse and accepting campus for all people regardless 
of sexual orientation or gender identity by educating 
the UL Lafayette community about LGBTQIA+ is-
sues, addressing all anti-LGBTQIA+ harassment and 
discrimination, and providing social activities for all 
UL Lafayette students. The organization is much like 
a common organization found in high schools, called 
Gay-Straight Alliances. All supporters of LGBTQIA+ 
issues are welcome to join and participate in GLASS, 
whether they are a part of the LGBTQIA+ community 
or simply an ally.

GEAUX Bike UL is organized for the love of bicycling 
regardless of skillset, experience and investment. We 
also prioritize networking, and finding a second home 
in the community of the road.

Francofous Graduate Student Organization

Giving Love, Acceptance, and Support

Geaux Bike

Delight seeks to establish a college women’s community 
that grows together, serves together, learns together, 
and does life together while chasing the heart of God. 
Delight is intentional about learning from one anoth-
er through stories and experiences while potentially 
discovering or continuing to grow in relationships with 
Christ. Delight exists to be a place that any University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette collegiate woman can come and 
grow in relationships with others, ask difficult ques-
tions, and find a strong community of Christians and 
non-Christians alike.

Delight

The purpose of Infinity Dance Group is to give students 
a chance to express themselves through dance, focusing 
on the genre of Hip Hop. IDG participates in various 
performances both through the University and the 
community of Lafayette.  IDG hosts an annual Spring 
Showcase fundraiser for the local PJ’s Dance School.

Infinity Dance Group
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Louisiana Green Energy strives to stimulate interdis-
ciplinary research and innovative ideas, educate and 
ensure environmental protection and process sustain-
ability, and provide an open and informative forum for 
interested parties.

The MBA Association exists to promote career  
development programs, to provide student input into 
academic areas, and to facilitate interaction between 
MBA students, alumni, faculty and the local  business 
community.

The Louisiana Educate Program (LEP) is a four-year 
residential Scholar program at the University of  
Louisiana at Lafayette. The New Orleans and Lafayette 
Cohort accepts up to 50 academically exceptional  
Louisiana TOPS and Federal Pell Grant eligible 
public high school graduates. Students accepted into  
LEP will receive an exclusive financial aid package of 
loans, grants, scholarships and campus work-study 
jobs designed to make college truly affordable and the  
academic and social supports necessary for   
college success.

The National Society of Black Engineers, NSBE, is an 
American Engineering Society focuses on improving 
recruitment and retention of black engineers and other 
minorities in the engineering industry. NSBE has over 
30,000 members from around the world. With more 
than 310 student chapters, 99 pre-college programs, and 
88 professional chapters, NSBE is one of the largest  
engineering societies.

Louisiana Green Energy

MBA Association

Louisiana Educate Program Ambassadors National Society of Black Engineers

The ISC is committed to aiding in international stu-
dent’s transition by serving as a point of contact for 
their needs while helping them to integrate into UL 
Lafayette’s community.
The ISC is an organization representing all interna-
tional students at UL. It provides a platform where 
students’ concerns are heard. The ISC will focus on 
fostering a cross-cultural experience between interna-
tional students and UL.
We act as an umbrella organization to all international 
student organizations and clubs on campus.

International Student Council

KPA is the School of Kinesiology’s premier club for 
students. It is one of UL’s most up and coming student 
organizations with its rapid growth and exception-
al fundraisers. KPA places its focus on community 
service and professional development. Students have 
the chance to attend state and national conventions 
and meet other students aspiring to be professionals. 
While members get to sharpen their professional skills 
in preparation for their future, they also get to attend  
events such as various socials and parties. Students who 
are highly involved in the club are rewarded through 
scholarships.

Kinesiology Professional Association
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The Public Relations Student Society of America  
(PRSSA) is the foremost organization for students  
interested in public relations and communications. 
We seek to advance the public relations profession by 
 nurturing generations of future professionals. We 
advocate rigorous academic standards for public  
relations education, the highest ethical principles, 
and diversity in the profession.

Rugby has been long esteemed for its true sense of 
brotherhood, brutality, and elegance. Here at UL, it is 
no different, we pride ourselves on teaching our  
student-athletes the sport of rugby, while developing 
their strength, conditioning, mental well-being, and 
helping to immerse you into the UL community. 
We are apart of the Deep South Rugby Conference, 
along with seven other Division II rugby colleges 
located throughout Louisiana and in Alabama. UL 
Rugby plays year-round and attends games and  
tournaments throughout the southern region of the 
United States.

Ragin’ Cajun Racing, University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette’s Formula SAE chapter, is going into its third 
Generation design! We are looking to improve and  
validate our previous design while continuing to  
structure and grow our team. This year, we are moving 
into our new home on campus and are looking forward 
to giving our team the opportunity to learn, be  
challenged, and thrive in a competitive, deadline-in-
tensive environment. We will be competing in Formula 
SAE: Michigan in 2023.

Public Relations Student Society of America Ragin’ Cajun Rugby

Ragin’ Cajun Racing

French and English are not our only languages! We get 
together to promote and practice our use of sign  
language. Come join us!

National Student Speech Language Hearing Association

Net Impact empowers a new generation to drive social 
and environmental change throughout their careers. 
Our volunteer-led chapter drives change by creating 
a like-minded community and providing events and  
programs that support members who aim to use  
business as a force for environmental & social impact. 
Join us!

Net Impact

We are an organization that promotes the sport of rock 
climbing through organized instruction, competition, 
and lots of fun. Anyone is welcome to join!

Ragin’ Cajun Climbing Club
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Student Leaders Involved in Drinking and Drug Edu-
cation (SLIDDE) is a student organization dedicated 
to educating the students of UL about the effects and 
consequences of consuming alcohol and drugs. By 
acting as a medium through which facts and statistics 
about safe and legal alcohol and drug consumption 
may reach the students, SLIDDE hopes to provide a 
safe environment for the students both on campus 
and off.

Student Orientation Staff is a premiere student 
leadership group at UL. Selection to staff is extreme-
ly competitive, and the staff represents the best and 
brightest of the University. The Student Orientation 
Staff works to facilitate Orientation programs, wel-
coming more than 5,500 new students and parents to 
campus each year and volunteering more than 15,000 
hours each summer. Members of  SOS participate in 
leadership development training during the spring 
semester. Members develop skills in group problem 
solving, conflict resolution, interpersonal communi-
cation, multicultural understanding, program plan-
ning and team building.

Service. Outreach. Unity. Leadership. SOUL Camp is 
a unique experiential transition program that sup-
plements New Student Orientation. SOUL Camp is 
designed to provide you with the skills and networks 
to help you develop leadership skills and Ragin’ Cajun 
spirit. Through a combination of a community service 
project, educational speakers, social activities, interac-
tion with faculty, staff, and upperclass student mentors 
and team building, students leave Camp prepared to 
be an engaged member of the campus community.

Student Leaders Involved in Drinking and Drug Education

Student Organization Staff

SOUL Camp
The UL Lafayette Water Ski Team is one of the top 
teams in the nation. We are a diverse group of stu-
dent-athletes from across the world, representing the 
Ragin’ Cajuns! We love to water ski, support each other 
on and off the water, have fun, stay active, and succeed 
academically. It is very important to us that we succeed 
on and off the water!

Ragin’ Cajun’s Water Ski

UL Lafayette Undergraduate Creative Writing Club is 
geared towards students looking to better themselves 
as writers as well as establish themselves in the writing 
community among fellow students, faculty, and the 
Lafayette Community.

Ragin’ Writers Undergrad Creative Writing Club

The purpose of the UL Rotaract Club is to bring to-
gether young leaders who have a passion for helping 
their community. Our goal is to promote peace, support 
education, and volunteer in our communities.

Rotaract
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Our mission is to stimulate the intellectual, political, 
cultural, and social growth of all minority students at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, focusing pri-
marily on People of Color. We achieve this through 
elevating involvements such as general meetings,  
programming, community service, and the unification 
of organizations catering to People of Color on and off 
campuses.

Free markets, free speech, limited government. Get in-
volved in the movement! Join us at University of Louisi-
ana at Lafayette.

The mission of College Democrats is to organize on 
behalf of the Democratic Party, reach out to the  
community, advocate for democratic principles, and to 
elect progressive candidates to national, state, and local 
offices. We are here to build the connection of  
democrats throughout the university campus and  
Acadiana.

The UL Equestrian Team is a horseback riding club 
sport. We have weekly practice and compete with an 
intercollegiate organization in Louisiana, Texas, Mis-
sissippi, and in higher levels the US. We provide the 
horses, equipment, and anything you may need to better 
your self in horsemanship. Our coach, Brooke Miller 
of Brooke Miller Equestrian, strives to instill personal 
growth in and out of the saddle.

The UL Black Student Union

Turning Point USA

UL College Democrats

UL Equestrian Team

The National Organization of Minority Architecture 
Students chapter is dedicated to promoting diversity, 
civic engagement and excellence within the design 
professions. We achieve these aims by participating in 
design scholarship, community service, mentorship, 
recruitment and fundraising efforts that aide in the pro-
fessional development of our members. 
Moreover, we serve as a connector between young de-
signers and the profession by fostering and maintaining 
a relationship with members of the national organiza-
tion of minority architects.

National Organization of Minority Architecture Students

A leadership society in which students learn the keys 
to become effective leaders in today’s society. Students 
must meet the minimum requirements in order to be 
invited, hold a 3.0 GPA and have completed at least 30 
credit hours.

National Society of Leadership and Success
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The UL LIFE (Learning Is For Everyone) Program is 
a highly personalized program for young adults with 
intellectual disabilities. By combining academic, social, 
and career development skills at the college level, 
young adults with intellectual disabilities can become 
thriving members of our community.

Better known as ACS this organization is for anyone 
interested in chemistry, no matter their major. Guest 
speakers in chemistry-related fields provide information 
concerning careers in the industry, including forensics 
and petroleum as well as medical, pharmacy, and  
graduate school. The organization is also involved with 
giving back to the community through community 
service and STEM outreach. There are also field trips 
available for members to unique chemistry-related plac-
es, such as a forensics lab and the Tabasco production 
plant.

The purpose of this organization is to create a space 
for students on campus to collaborate with one anoth-
er to develop leadership skills, foster connections, and 
creative fun! We welcome members regardless of their 
course of study, level of past experience or artistic 
style.

V-Day is a global non-profit organization and activist 
movement working to end bullying and violence. We 
have to decided that being quiet isn’t working and We 
Need to Stand UP! Speak UP! and Stand Firm!  against 
all forms of oppression. V-Day Lafayette works locally 
to advance V-Day’s and Society’s missions of Equality 
and Safety for All!

UL Leading Life

UL Student Chapter of the American Chemical SocietyUL Lafayette Art Society

V-Day UL Lafayette

ULSNA is an organization for all nursing students at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Our goal as 
an organization is to help guide students through the 
nursing curriculum and build leaders for our  
community. We act as a resource for the College of 
Nursing and Allied Health and provide many  
networking opportunities. We are here to give advice, 
promote nursing as a profession, build leaders, support 
our community, and help build future nurses.

UL Lafayette Student Nurses Association
The University Program Council is the premier pro-
gramming organization on campus. By enrolling in the 
university, you become a member of UPC, which pro-
duces a variety of events on campus including Home-
coming, Lagniappe Day, and Movie Madness. UPC 
encompasses five committees that plan and execute 
out events: Entertainment, Spirit, Culture, Traditions, 
and Marketing. We constantly search for new talent as 
additions to UPC, so whether you’re a great organizer, 
recruiter, speaker, or someone who knows how to sing 
the Fight Song just right, we welcome you into our orga-
nization!

University Program Council



Student Organizations 213Student Organizations212 L’Acadien L’Acadien

An organization at UL Lafayette focused on promoting 
and supporting women in science, technology,  
engineering and mathematics.

Women’s Chemists Society

V-SOUL is a student organization on UL’s campus that 
serves to prompte the Vietnamese culture, unity within 
the community, and to give back through philanthropy.

V-SOUL
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Yearbook 2021-22 WIP
The production process for creating a yearbook is a 

year long endevour led and managed by students with 
lots of stepping stones before completion. 

 Deciding on a theme, developing the theme, content 
planning, writing, photography, layout design, and 
illustrations are just some of the key parts of the process 
of making the yearbook. 

With every idea presented, L’Acadien staff carefully 
considers, tests, and discusses before the publication is 
completed and printed. After final proofs are completed, 
the book is sent to print and then used as a record of the 
history of UL students, staff, and faculty for that academic 
year. 

Story: Julia McDow
Design: Julia McDow
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L’Acadien Yearbook operates with the freedom of 
the press and the protection of the First Amendment 
of the United States Constitution.

Friesens printed volume 103 of L’Acadien through 
an open-bid contract with the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette Purchasing office. An assessment of $12 
for full-time students was included in the fall 2021 
registration to fund production and printing.

The book was designed using iMac computers. The 
staff designed all layouts. Photographs were either 
submitted or taken by staff photographers with their 
own personal cameras or cameras owned by 
the university. All files were sent electronically to 
Friesens for printing. 
The UL Lafayette Cajun Card Identification Office 
submitted university faculty, staff and student 
headshots photos. Organizational information was 
submitted to L’Acadien by campus groups.

The 2021-2022 L’Acadien, Volume 103, is copyrighted 
and may not be reproduced in any form, except for 
educational purposes, without prior permission of 
the current editor, the UL Lafayette Communications 
Committee, the Director of Student Publications, and 
Vice President of Student Affairs.
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